








TOWN OF PLATTEKILL 
INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW 

PROHIBITION OF MOTOR VEHICLE RACING 
 
 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill, County of Ulster, State 
of New York, as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  Legislative intent.  In 2005 the Town Board prohibited the commercial use 
of land for operation of motor vehicles, including off-road vehicles and motor vehicle racing, in 
the Town’s residential zoning districts, because such use of land is not compatible with 
residences and other uses permitted in residential zoning districts.  Upon review of the principal 
permitted uses and the permitted special uses in the BD-40, BD-60 and GB-80 zoning districts, 
this Board determines that the commercial use of land for the operation of motor vehicles, 
including off-road vehicles and motor vehicle racing, should be prohibited in all zoning districts 
in order to promote and protect the health, safety and welfare of the Town.   
 
 The Town Board finds that the commercial use of land for operation of motor vehicles 
creates noise, fumes, odors and potential environmental damage that are incompatible with most 
other land uses.  The BD-40 and BD-60 zoning districts permit, among other uses, bed-and-
breakfast establishments, community buildings, neighborhood stores, one-family dwellings, 
personal services, professional offices, public parks and playgrounds, specialty shops, senior care 
communities, agricultural uses, commercial indoor recreation and entertainment, day care, hotels 
and motels, medical clinics and offices, mortuary and funeral homes, multiple dwellings, 
nurseries and greenhouses, restaurants, retail and service establishments, supermarkets, 
professional offices, and schools, colleges and educational facilities, all of which would be 
adversely affected by the impacts of the commercial operation of motor vehicles. The GB-80 
zoning district permits agricultural uses, commercial indoor recreation and entertainment, 
nurseries and greenhouses, and outdoor recreation and amusement, all of which would be 
adversely affected by the impacts of the commercial use of land for the operation of motor 
vehicles.  Therefore, the Board determines to prohibit the commercial use of land for the 
operation of motor vehicles, including off-road vehicles and motor vehicle racing, in the Town of 
Plattekill.  
 
 This local law is not intended to affect any existing lawful commercial use of land for the 
operation of motor vehicles, motor vehicle racing or race track. 
 
 Section 2. Section 110-6, titled “Word usage and definitions,” of Chapter 110, titled 
“Zoning,” of the Code of the Town of Plattekill is amended by adding and amending certain 
terms and definitions as follows:   
 
 The term and definition of “commercial use of land for the operation of off-road and/or 
motor vehicles” is amended to read as follows: 
 
 Commercial Use Of Land For The Operation Of Motor Vehicles 
 



Any use of land where one or more motor vehicles are operated, 
including but not limited to off-road vehicles and motor vehicle 
racing, on any surface, including but not limited to pavement, dirt, 
snow, ice or natural terrain, for which an admission, donation, 
membership fee or any other financial remuneration is required, 
requested and/or suggested. 

 
 A new term and definition is added to read as follows: 
 
 Motor Vehicle Racing 
 

Competition between one or more motor vehicles measured by 
speed, time or otherwise, conducted on any surface.  The use of a 
motor vehicle for racing practice also constitutes motor vehicle 
racing.   

  
 A new term and definition is added to read as follows: 

 
Motor Vehicle 

 
 Any vehicle propelled by an internal combustion motor or 

engine, including but not limited to motor vehicles defined by the 
state Vehicle & Traffic Law, snowmobiles, off-road vehicles, 
moto-cross vehicles, all-terrain vehicles, drag race vehicles, 
stock cars and motorcycles, whether or not legally permitted to 
operate on public streets. 

 
 The definition of “outdoor recreation and amusement” is amended by 
 deleting the following words at the end of the definition: “excluding 
 commercial operation of off-road and motor vehicle uses in all 
 residential zoning districts, including HR-1, RS-1, RR-15, AG-15 and 
 M-3”;  
 
 and adding the following words: 
 

excluding the commercial use of land for the operation of motor 
vehicles in all zoning districts. 

 
 A new term and definition is added to read as follows: 
  
 Race Track 
 

 Any ground, surface, area or track upon which one or more 
motor vehicles are used for motor vehicle racing or 
demonstration of skills and stunts. 

 



  
   

 
 

 
 Section 3.  The Schedule of District Regulations Table, authorized by §110-10, 
titled “Schedule of District Regulations,” of Chapter 110, titled “Zoning,” of the Code of 
the Town of Plattekill is amended by deleting “Off-road and motorized vehicle uses” as a 
special use in the GB-80 zoning district.    
 
 Section 4.  Section 110-55 [currently Reserved] of Chapter 110, titled “Zoning,” of 
the Code of the Town of Plattekill is adopted to read as follows: 
 
 §110-55.  Prohibition of the commercial use of land for the operation of motor vehicles.  
 
  A.  The commercial use of land for the operation of motor vehicles, including but 
not limited to off-road vehicles and motor vehicle racing, is prohibited in all zoning districts.   
 
  B.  Without limiting the foregoing, the formal or informal use of or activity on 
any property as a race track is prohibited in the Town of Plattekill.   
 
  C.  This §110-55 shall not affect any existing lawful (i) commercial use of land 
for the operation of motor vehicles; (ii) motor vehicle racing; or (iii) race track. 
 
 Section 5. Severability.  If any provision of any article, section, subsection, 
paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase or word of this local law shall be adjudged invalid by a 
court of competent jurisdiction, such order or judgment shall not affect or invalidate the 
remainder of any article, section, subsection, paragraph, subdivision, clause, phrase or word of 
this local law. 
 
 Section 6. This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary 
of State.     
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