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Grand Marshal Robert Brock, a Vietnam Veteran and a former Fire Chief at the Woods Road 
Volunteer Company, led Hillsborough’s veterans, emergency volunteers, elected officials, the 
Hillsborough High School Marching Band, and over one thousand other participants in the 

annual Memorial Day Parade and Garden of 
Honor ceremonies on May 23rd.
The Grand Marshal, who served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps in Vietnam in 1968 and 1969, 
offered moving remarks during the Garden of 
Honor ceremonies.
“No one forces us to come to events like this…. 
We come because we love our country.
No one puts the small flag in our hand to wave 
when ordered to…..we wave it because that 
flag represents our freedom.
We are not forced to even show agreement 
when asked to remember this day…. We 

remember because we are Americans,” Brock stated.
In recognition of his service to the country and community, Chief Brock received an American 
Flag that had been flown over the nation’s Capitol, from U. S. Congressman Leonard Lance, 
during the morning’s Salute To Veterans event. 
Over 250 local veterans turned out for the Veterans event prior to the Memorial Day parade and 
then marched in the parade.  Vietnam War Veterans were the special honored guests at the 
morning event.
Mayor Frank DelCore told the Vietnam veterans, “The sacrifices you made during that war were 
than and are now important, valuable, and meaningful to the people of this country.  We thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts for the sacrifices you made while serving our country and 

protecting our freedom.”
Each veteran present offered information on 
their individual service to the nation, during 
the Roll Call of Veterans that has become a 
staple at the annual event.  The veterans and 
the other attendees were entertained by the 
Hillsborough High School Chorale and the 
Somerset County Police Pipes and Drums.
Following the solemn Wreath laying ceremony 
at the Garden of Honor, the morning’s tribute 
to those in the military who made the ultimate 
sacrifice was concluded with a rendition of 

Amazing Grace by Claire Reddan, the firing of a ceremonial volley by the Company B, 2nd 
Infantry, Civil War re-enactors, and Taps, performed by High School Band Member Chris Nunn, 
accompanied by an honor guard of active duty U.S. Marine Captains Chris and Kate Wagner, 
both Hillsborough veterans of Operation Iraqi Freedom.



“Memorial Day in Hillsborough is about honoring and remembering,” Deputy Mayor Bob 
Wagner, the Township Committee’s Veterans’ liaison, said in closing the ceremonies.

Pictured above left (l-r): Deputy Mayor Wagner, Committeeman Ferrera, Grand Marshall 
Robert Brock, Mayor DelCore, Congressman Lance, Assemblyman Biondi and Committee 
Members McCauley & Suraci at the Memorial Day veterans' events.


