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The Hillsborough Township Committee, saying they will demand ‘customer friendly service’ 
from the firm picked for the County Tax Board ordered property revaluation, awarded a contract 
Tuesday to Appraisal Systems of Morristown for $800,200, substantially below the anticipated 

$1 million to $1.2 million original cost estimate.
Hillsborough sought competitive proposals through the fair and 
open procurement process. Committeeman Carl Suraci said, 
“Through the use of sound business practices, we have forced a 
lowering of the anticipated high cost of revaluation services.”

Three firms submitted proposals and were evaluated based on a 
six point criteria that included a cost proposal, an interview 
process, technical ability, and a review of past revaluation 
experiences in other communities.

Mayor Frank DelCore stated, “Appraisal Systems has been determined to be the most qualified 
firm through the evaluation process.  The firm is substantially experienced, has a good record, 
and has performed 10 revaluations in Somerset County over the last few years.”

Committeeman Suraci, Chairman of the Finance Committee, added, “After the extensive 
examination of the responding firms, we believe that in choosing Appraisal Systems, we are 
naming the company that will ultimately be the least costly.”

Suraci noted, “Revaluation is a process ordered by an outside agency and we want to that it is the 
least disruptive as possible for our residents.”

Suraci called for the firm to appear at a televised Township Committee meeting to make a 
presentation prior to engaging in home inspections and for the inspections to be available at 
convenient times for homeowners.  “We want to ensure that homeowners are neither harassed 
nor inconvenienced by the firm’s inspectors. It should be as customer friendly as possible.”

In May, 2007, the Somerset County Tax Board ordered a revaluation of all 14,000 properties in 
Hillsborough by the 2011 tax year.  Hillsborough sought proposals for tax equalization 
revaluation services through the fair and open process in April, 2009.  

Mayor DelCore has previously noted that while the Tax Board has the authority to mandate the 
revaluation, there is no requirement that the Board or the state provide any funding for the 
process.

Hillsborough had a five year re-assessment process completed in 2003 and last had a revaluation 
in 1983. The contract with Appraisal Systems must be approved by the State Division of 
Taxation prior to the firm starting work.

The Township Committee also approved a special five year appropriation authorized by the state, 
in the amount of $850,000, to cover all costs associated with the revaluation. “The fact that we 



can budget these costs over a five year period, without any debt or interest, is helpful to 
taxpayers,” Suraci said. 

“Any part of the $850,000 that is ultimately not needed when the revaluation process is 
complete, can be cancelled,” DelCore said.


