
REGULAR MEETING April 9, 1996

CIVIC CENTER COUNCIL CHAMBERS
TUESDAY, 7:00 P.M.

ROLL CALL
PRESENT:
Mayor Gerald K. Alsip
Councilpersons James Zelmanski

Christine Gorecki
John Chirkun
Harold Haugh
Richard Steenland
Art Young

ABSENT: None

OTHERS PRESENT:
City Manager Thomas Van Damme 
City Attorney John Dolan
City Clerk Ronald A. Mac Kool

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Gerald K. Alsip at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag.

PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS

a               Presentation of retirement watch to Police Officer Richard De Jausserand  .

Officer De Jausserand was present to receive his retirement watch.

At this time City Manager Thomas Van Damme stated he would like an item regarding the Transportation  
Enhancement Program added to the agenda.

COUNCILMAN HAROLD HAUGH moved, COUNCILMAN RICHARD STEENLAND seconded, to 
add the following item under New Business #6.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Adoption of resolution Supporting Transportation Enhancement Program Application.

I ROUTINE MATTERS

1              Request approval of minutes of Regular Meeting held March 26, 1996.  

COUNCILMAN  RICHARD  STEENLAND  moved,  COUNCILWOMAN  CHRISTINE  GORECKI 
seconded, to approve the minutes of March 26, 1996 as presented.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY



2              Approval of Disbursement list.  

COUNCILMAN  HAROLD  HAUGH  moved  COUNCILMAN  JAMES  ZELMANSKI  seconded,  to 
approve Disbursement List #19, Voucher No.’s 33924 through 34381 inclusive.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

II CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence.

III HEARING OF THE PUBLIC

William Carver, 19741 Shadowoods, spoke about item #3 under New Business and is opposed to the 
request.

Marie Kacanowski, 29260 Rosemont, spoke about items #2, 3 and 5 under New Business.

IV NEW BUSINESS

1              Request approval for Corp. Neil W. Reid Post 2358 and the Ladies Auxiliary to conduct Annual   
Memorial Day Parade on the city streets, Monday, May 27 beginning at 10:00 a.m.

Leroy Ness, 27284 Leroy, was present as the representative and answered questions directed to him by  
council.

COUNCILMAN RICHARD STEENLAND moved, COUNCILMAN JAMES ZELMANSKI seconded, 
to approve the request as stated on the agenda.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

2              Request adoption of Resolution rescinding condemnation of structure located at 25830 Gratiot   
Ave., commonly known as Detroit Italian Bakery.

City Attorney Dolan reviewed the request with council.

COUNCILMAN HAROLD HAUGH moved,  COUNCILMAN ART YOUNG seconded to  adopt  the 
following resolution:

WHEREAS, the Director of Building and Inspection for the City of Roseville, Mr. Stephen Truman, after 
careful inspection of the premises located at 25830 Gratiot, more specifically described as parcel number 
14-20-305-003, Lot 23, Assessors Plat No. 8, Macomb County Records, has determined that said building 
is structurally sound and does not present an immediate and continuous danger and hazard to the health,  
safety and welfare of the residents of the City of Roseville, and

WHEREAS, litigation had previously been commenced in the Macomb County Circuit Court to seek 
demolition of the structure located at the above stated premises for the reason that same was believed to 
be structurally unsound and an immediate and continuous danger and hazard to the health, safety and 
welfare of the residents of the City of Roseville, and

WHEREAS,  representatives of the building and inspection department for the City of Roseville have 
inspected said premises and secured same thereby preventing vagrants and pigeons from inhabiting the 
structure which has been a previous problem.



NOW, THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED;

a That the previous resolution adopted by City Council on April 25, 1995 be and the same is hereby 
rescinded for the reason that said building is structurally sound and no longer presents an immediate and  
continuous danger and hazard to the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the City of Roseville.

b That  the  Attorney for  the  City  of  Roseville  be and is  hereby authorized  to  dismiss  pending 
litigation seeking the demolition of said building.

c That the Attorney for the City of Roseville and the Director of Building and Inspection for the 
City of Roseville make contact with any and all parties claiming ownership interest in the building and  
notify them of the need to maintain said building in a structurally sound condition free from any building  
code and ordinance violations.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

3              Request adoption of Resolution for use of credit cards for the purchase of supplies and services   
related to official city business, in accordance with Public Acts 266 and 280.

City Manager Thomas Van Damme reviewed the request with council.

COUNCILMAN ART YOUNG moved,  COUNCILMAN HAROLD HAUGH seconded,  to adopt  the 
following resolution:

WHEREAS,  the  State  of  Michigan  has  passed  Public  Acts  266  and  280  of  1995  permitting  local 
governments to both use and accept credit cards, the following procedures are to be incorporated into the 
office of the Purchasing Department of the City of Roseville

WHEREAS, the City of Roseville occasionally has a need to procure services and supplies on an interim 
basis when claim vouchers or purchase orders are not accepted, the Council agrees to the use of credit  
cards issued under the name of the City of Roseville.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED:

a The total credit limit of all credit cards cannot exceed five percent (5%) of the total budget of the 
City of Roseville.

b All credit cards issued under the name of the City of Roseville will be kept under lock in the  
office of the Purchasing Agent.

c All purchases that are procured by the use of a credit card issued under the name of the City of  
Roseville must only be for supplies or services related to the official business of the City.

d The  Purchasing  Agent  and/or  his  designated  representative  will  be  responsible  for  the 
authorization and controlled use of the credit cards by members of the City Departments.

e All  accounts  will  be  billed  through  the  Purchasing  Department  so  as  to  keep  and  accurate 
accounting of the use of the credit card.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

4              Request adoption of Resolution requesting amendment to Senate Bill 353 to provide consistent   



treatment between the State  Department of Transportation and other  entities having jurisdiction  over  
roadways.

City Manager Thomas Van Damme reviewed the request with council.

COUNCILWOMAN  CHRISTINE  GORECKI  moved,  COUNCILMAN  RICHARD  STEENLAND 
seconded, to adopt the following resolution granting the request:

WHEREAS,  Presently  there  exists  in  Michigan  by  statute  an  exception  to  governmental  immunity 
permitting litigation against Governmental immunity permitting litigation against Governmental entities 
having jurisdiction over highways for failure to keep highways in reasonable repair.

WHEREAS, Presently there is the disparity of treatment pursuant to this Act whereby liability is more  
narrowly  construed  on  behalf  of  the  Michigan  Department  of  Transportation  and  county  road 
Commissions who are liable only for the improved portion of the roadway while other municipal entities  
having  jurisdiction  over  highways  remain  liable  under  a  broader  definition  of  highway  including 
sidewalks adjacent to highways; and

WHEREAS, Presently pending in the State Senate is Senate Bill 353 which otherwise seeks to amend 
and further restrict the liability of the Michigan Department of Transportation capping the governmental  
agencies liability at $300,000.00, further restricting the definition of improved portion of the roadway and 
providing other provisions for narrowly construing the potential liability of the Michigan Department of 
Transportation; and
 
WHEREAS,  public policy and fairness dictate that  a uniform approach exists whereby the Highway 
Exception  to  governmental  Immunity  is  defined  identically  between all  units  of  government  having 
jurisdiction over roadways; and

WHEREAS,  Senate  Bill  353  requires  amendment  in  order  to  provide  for  a  uniform  treatment  of 
governmental entities having jurisdiction over highways.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED;

a The City of Roseville, through its City Council, recommends that Senate Bill 353 or any other 
similar  bills  existing  or  to  be  introduced  with  respect  to  the  Highway  Exception  to  governmental 
immunity be amended, modified or drafted so as to provide for a uniform treatment of governmental 
entities having jurisdiction over roadways.

b The City of Roseville,  through its  City Council,  further recommends that  Senate Bill  353 be 
modified to provide for a similar treatment on behalf of all governmental entities having jurisdiction over 
roadways to that of the Michigan Department of Transportation.

c That  this  Resolution  continue  in  effect  until  further  action  by  the  City  Council  and that  all 
resolutions or parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions of this Resolution be, and  
the same are rescinded.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

5              Presentation of Manager’s Proposed 1996-97 Budget.  

City Manager Thomas Van Damme reviewed the proposed budget with council.



6              Adoption of resolution supporting Transportation Enhancement Program Application.  

City Manager Thomas Van Damme reviewed the request with council.

COUNCILMAN HAROLD HAUGH moved, COUNCILMAN JOHN CHIRKUN seconded, to adopt the 
following resolution:

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT
1996 TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM APPLICATION

WHEREAS,  the  City  of  Roseville  supports  the  submission  of  the  application  for  Transportation 
Enhancement Program funds; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Roseville is desirous to acquire additional funding for the purpose of installing a 
two foot wide concrete splash walk, grass, irrigation system and conduit for future lighting along the west 
side of Gratiot Avenue (M-3) from the South City limit to Frazho Road; and

WHEREAS, the City of Roseville will contribute $39,245 and hereby request the amount of $91,575 
from Transportation Enhancement Program Funds for a total project cost of $130,820;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Roseville approves and 
encourages this application for funding from the Transportation Enhancement Program.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

6(a). Appointments.

There were none.

7              Reports of City Manager.  

City Manager Thomas Van Damme reported on the following items:
a. The Rose St. water main installation.  The residents in that area have been notified.

8              Reports of City Attorney .  

City Attorney Dolan reported on the following items:

a. The  case  regarding  the  39th District  Judge  position  during  the  last  election.   The  case  was 
dismissed.

VI HEARING OF THE PUBLIC

The following were present from the public:

William Carver, 19741 Shadowoods, Apt #12, was present and complained about the time limit of the 
public hearing, the position of the podium and basically complained about the way council handles the 
public hearing.

Ron Thomas, 26510 Gratiot, spoke about the use of the credit card for city supplies.

Grace D’Anna spoke on the following items:



a. The Fire District merger.
b. Work being done on Wildwood St.
c. The corner of Frazho and Gratiot where Farmer Jack use to be.  She would like to see a business  
in there.
d. Questioned whether or not Detroit Italian Bakery ever paid their water bill.
e. A sidewalk in front of the house across the street from her.  It needs repair.
f. The rebroadcasting of the council meeting. She would like the public hearing shown.

Gerald Franchy, 19337 Skyline, spoke on the following items:
a. The budget.
b. Suggested the City use of the Discovery credit card to the fact if its paid on time the city would  
get money back.
c. He would like the city to make sure that if Handy Andy leaves town they clean up after their 
liquidation sale.

Marie Kacanowski, 29260 Rosemont, spoke about the formula regarding the SEV on properties.  She also 
questions the Advanced Life Support System.  What would the cost be for a resident.  (City Manager  
Thomas Van Damme stated that the cost would be $300.00 per run plus mileage.)

VII ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION BY CITY COUNCIL

Councilman  Chirkun  spoke  about  the  use  of  credit  cards  to  purchase  supplies  for  the  city  and 
congratulated Attorney Dolan on the way he handled the lawsuits for the city.

Councilwoman Gorecki spoke about a rally by Turning Point regarding violence against women and also 
spoke about Hazardous Waste Day on April 20, 1996.

Mayor Pro-Tem Harold Haugh stated that the committee from Roseville had met in advance of Eastpointe 
making their decision on the ALS and had concluded that Roseville would not become part of the Major  
Metro Fire District.

VIII ADJOURNMENT

MAYOR PRO-TEM HAROLD HAUGH moved, COUNCILMAN RICHARD STEENLAND seconded, 
that the agenda having been acted upon, the meeting is hereby adjourned at 8:06 p.m.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Respectfully submitted,
Ronald A. Mac Kool, City Clerk
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