
REGULAR MEETING April 9, 2002

CIVIC CENTER COUNCIL CHAMBERS
TUESDAY, 7:00 p.m.

ROLL  CALL
PRESENT:
Mayor Gerald  Alsip
Councilpersons Harold Haugh

John Chirkun
Bill Shoemaker
James Zelmanski
Richard Steenland 
Irene Kepler

ABSENT: None

OTHERS  PRESENT:
City Attorney Tim Tomlinson
City Manager   John Knapp
City Clerk Ronald  Mac  Kool

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Gerald Alsip at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENTATIONS  AND  PROCLAMATIONS                                

a.              Presentation of Proclamation honoring Norman and Eleanor Curtis on the occasion of their 61  st   

wedding  anniversary.

Mayor Alsip presented a proclamation to Norman and Eleanor Curtis honoring their 61 years of marriage.

b.             Presentation of Proclamation honoring Robert and Marie Curtis on the occasion of their  58  th   

wedding  anniversary.

Mayor Alsip presented a proclamation to Robert and Marie Curtis honoring their 58 years of marriage.

I. ROUTINE  MATTERS

1.             Approval  of  minutes  of  Regular  Meeting  held  March  26,  2002.  

COUNCILMAN HAROLD HAUGH moved, COUNCILMAN RICHARD STEENLAND seconded, to 
approve the minutes of the regular meeting held March 26, 2002.
MOTION  CARRIED  UNANIMOUSLY

2.             Approval  of  minutes  of  Special  Meeting  held  April  2,  2002.  

COUNCILMAN BILL SHOEMAKER moved, COUNCILMAN RICHARD STEENLAND seconded, to 
approve  the  minutes  of  the  special  meeting  held  April  2,  2002.

Abstain:  Councilwoman Kepler



MOTION  CARRIED  

3.             Approval  of  Disbursement  List.  

COUNCILMAN  HAROLD  HAUGH  moved,  COUNCILMAN  BILL  SHOEMAKER  seconded,  to 
approve Disbursement List No. 19, Voucher Nos. 6388 through 6763 inclusive.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

II. CORRESPONDENCE

There  was  no  correspondence.

III. HEARING  OF  THE  PUBLIC

No one appeared at this time to be heard.

IV.  NEW BUSINESS

1.             Request from Holy Innocents Church to conduct their annual festival on the church grounds June   
6-9, 2002 with waiver of fees, and that Ridgemont Street be designated one-way northbound during the  
hours  of  the  festival,  Chairperson  Michelle  Glandon,  petitioner.

Jim  Mandell  appeared  for  Holy  Innocents  Church.  

COUNCILWOMAN  IRENE  KEPLER  moved,  COUNCILMAN  HAROLD  HAUGH  seconded,  to 
approve the request from Holy Innocents church to conduct their annual festival on church grounds from 
June 6 to June 9 with a waiver of fees, and that Ridgemont Street be designated one-way northbound  
during the hours of the festival.
MOTION  CARRIED  UNANIMOUSLY

2.             Public Hearing and Council consideration of request to split Parcel #14-17-478-008 into three   
lots, two at 48.75 feet in width and one 40 feet in width, property located on the south side of Beechwood 
Street  between  Spruce  Street  and  Kelly  Road,  commonly  known  as  18360  Beechwood,  Bernard 
VanFleteren, petitioner.

Bernard  VanFleteren,  47571  Kathy  Court,  Shelby  Twp.,  appeared.

City  Clerk  Ronald  Mac  Kool  has  received  no  correspondence  on  this  matter.  

No  one  appeared  from  the  public  at  this  time.

COUNCILMAN RICHARD STEENLAND moved,  COUNCILMAN JOHN CHIRKUN seconded,  to 
close the public hearing.
MOTION  CARRIED  UNANIMOUSLY

COUNCILMAN  HAROLD  HAUGH  moved,  COUNCILWOMAN  IRENE  KEPLER  seconded,  to 
approve the Resolution to split the property into three (3) lots, two at 48.75 feet in width and one 40 feet  
in width, property located on the south side of Beechwood Street between Spruce Street and Kelly Road,  
commonly  known  as  18360  Beechwood,  with  the  following  stipulations:

The council resolution is to be recorded at the County prior to the issuance of building permits.



As part of any new construction, a rear yard drain is to be installed per the Engineering Department’s  
recommendation.
The dwelling on Parcel “C” is to be located at least 10 feet from the east lot line.
MOTION  CARRIED  UNANIMOUSLY

3.             Public Hearing and Council consideration of request to split Parcel #14-20-106-003 into two 50-  
foot-wide  lots,  property  located  on  the  east  side  of  Groveland  between  Wildwood  and  Mayfield, 
commonly known as 26660 Groveland, Daniel France, petitioner.

Glenn  Eckert,  27241  Dowland,  Warren,  appeared  for  Daniel  France.

City  Clerk  Ronald  Mac  Kool  has  received  no  correspondence  on  this  matter.  

The  following  appeared  from  the  public:

Sharon  Collins,  26644  Groveland,  lives  next  to  the  lot  and  is  against  the  request.

Robin  Freeman,  54673  Jack  Drive,  Macomb  Twp.,  is  in  favor  of  the  request.

COUNCILMAN RICHARD STEENLAND moved,  COUNCILMAN JOHN CHIRKUN seconded,  to 
close the public hearing.
MOTION  CARRIED  UNANIMOUSLY

COUNCILWOMAN  IRENE  KEPLER  moved,  COUNCILMAN  HAROLD  HAUGH  seconded,  to 
approve the Resolution to split the property into two (2) 50-foot lots, property located on the east side of 
Groveland between Wildwood and Mayfield, commonly known as 26660 Groveland, with the following 
stipulations:

A copy of the City Council Resolution approving the request is to be recorded prior to the issuance of any 
building permits.
A rear yard drain must be installed per Engineering Department requirements.

Upon receipt of a site plan, the largest sideyard is to be on the south side of Parcel “B”.  This is requested  
in that the existing home on Lot 143 is less than five feet off the lot line.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

4.             Public Hearing on the Statement of Community Development Objectives and Projected Use of   
Funds for the 2002 Community Development/Block Grant Budget.

Community Development Block Grant Director I. J. Campbell said this is strictly a public hearing. They 
are not bringing any action before Council tonight, but are presenting this proposal before the community 
for their reaction.  The budget will be brought before council at their next regular meeting on Tuesday, 
April 23, with action on the budget scheduled for May 14.  Mr. Campbell reviewed the proposed 2002  
budget and introduced several members of the community who are appointed by the mayor to serve with 
the staff in overseeing and managing the Community Development Department.  He introduced Gerald  
Franchy, Joanne Kloss, Joann Markwood and Margaret Rollinger from the Citizens Advisory Committee.  
Other members of the Committee who could not attend are Kurmmell Knox, William Pace, Alma Jamrus,  
Joann DiCiuccio and Joyce Sullivan.  A city retiree, Janice Carter, has also helped the Committee with 
some probing questions.



The  following  appeared  from  the  public:

Ron Stein, 25874 Masch Ave., Warren, appeared as President of Solid Ground, Incorporated.  It is a new 
agency.  He discussed the proposed homeless shelter to be located at 11 Mile and Gratiot.  The majority  
of  their  contributions  have  been  from private  individuals  and churches  throughout  Macomb County. 
They  have  received  over  $40,000  to  date.

Delores Kilwald is on the Board of Directors for Solid Ground, Inc. and on the task force for the warming 
center.  She congratulated the City of Roseville for the community’s help with the needy. She hopes that  
Roseville will continue with its compassion and concern for the homeless who are citizens of Macomb  
County.

COUNCILMAN HAROLD HAUGH moved, COUNCILMAN RICHARD STEENLAND seconded, to 
close the public hearing.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

5.             Request  awarding  of  bid  for  Fire  Equipment  for  Confined   Space.

City Manager John Knapp said that specifications were sent to three companies, all of whom submitted 
quotes.  The bid was reviewed from Pressure Vessel Testing of Clinton Township and found to meet all  
of  the  specifications.   

COUNCILMAN RICHARD STEENLAND moved,  COUNCILMAN JOHN CHIRKUN seconded,  to 
award the low recommended bid from Pressure Vessel Testing of Clinton Township in the amount of  
$9,231.35.
MOTION  CARRIED  UNANIMOUSLY

6.             Request  awarding of bid for 2002 Pavement Replacement on Marquette  and Petrie  Avenues.  

City Manager John Knapp said that bids were obtained from five companies.  The lowest bidder has 
already  worked  in  Roseville  and  other  nearby  communities  with  satisfactory  results.

COUNCILWOMAN IRENE KEPLER moved, COUNCILMAN RICHARD STEENLAND seconded, to 
award the low recommended bid from Six-S, Inc. in the amount of $833,473.60.
MOTION  CARRIED  UNANIMOUSLY

7.             Presentation of Manager’s Proposed Budget for fiscal year July 1, 2002 through June 30, 2003.  

City Manager John Knapp presented, per the City Charter, the budget for inspection by Council and the 
public.  He said the budget shall be available in the Clerk’s Office on Wednesday, April 10 for public  
inspection.   The  public  hearing  is  scheduled  for  Tuesday,  April  16  following the  Zoning Board  of  
Appeals.  Mr. Knapp said that he is pleased to announce, despite state cutbacks, the loss of funding from  
the decreased population and double-digit increases in our health insurance, that the tax rate remains the 
same.

The approval of the proposed budget is scheduled for Tuesday, April 23.

8.             Appointments.  

There  were  no  appointments  at  this  time.



9.             Reports  of  City  Manager  .

City  Manager  John  Knapp  had  no  items  to  discuss  at  this  time.

a. Councilman Haugh questioned whether the accepted bidder for compost bags was the same as in  
previous years.  The new company is called Dano Enterprises and the previous company was Duro Bag.
b. Councilman Haugh requested that Sheriff  Hackel be contacted concerning a video he uses to 
warn seniors about solicitors.  The city now has a copy of the video and it will start playing on cable  
immediately.
c. A citizen on Parkington who complained about the dog feces in his neighbor’s yard has had his  
complaints remedied except for one, for which a ticket was issued and will be remedied through the court  
system.
c. Saturday, April 27 is Roseville’s Hazardous Waste Day.  Citizens can bring all of their hazardous  
waste to the Department of Public Works (DPW) between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Latex paint is not  
necessarily a hazardous paint and need not be brought to the DPW yard.
d. The surrounding libraries have been surveyed regarding their policies on internet exposure. All of 
the libraries interviewed had policies that, if not duplicates, were similar to our library’s policies.  We 
believe we have been enforcing these policies in the proper and correct manner.  The policy we have  
states it is not permissible to watch pornographic sites; and the patron will be asked to turn off that site 
and  go  to  another  site.

Councilman Shoemaker said he has contacted businesses on Gratiot and has gotten overwhelming support 
in  favor  of  a  one-day classic  car  cruise.  He  also  believes  that  residents  of  the  community  may  be  
interested in the one-day cruise.  Mr. Shoemaker is requesting an agenda item of a classic car cruise on 
Gratiot be considered by Council after he collects more information.  Mr. Knapp said if Council requested  
the  item  be  placed  on  the  agenda  he  will  do  it.   

Councilman Zelmanski asked if a property at 12 Mile and Groesbeck has been purchased.  Mr. Knapp  
said he has no information concerning a sale, but he would investigate the request. 

10.   Reports  of  City  Attorney.

City  Attorney  Tim  Tomlinson  had  the  following  items  to  discuss:  

a. After  reviewing  the  laws  and  speaking  with  other  libraries  and  schools  in  the  community 
regarding their internet policies on pornographic materials, Mr. Tomlinson said he believes that the City 
of Roseville’s policies,  which have been put in  place by the Library Commission, are proper and in  
conformance  with  the  generally  accepted  standards  in  the  community.   The  Library  Commission, 
established through the City Charter, is responsible for developing and establishing rules and procedures 
for the library.   This  restricts  the Council  to effect  those rules  and regulations as determined by the  
Library Commission.  One of the Library Commission’s other duties is to appoint the librarian.  Our  
forefathers, in enacting the City Charter, which is our constitution for purposes of city government, found 
that it was appropriate for a separate body, the Library Commission, to be responsible for establishing the 
rules and regulations for this particular department of the city.  
b. The  city  is  reviewing  the  adoption  of  an  appointment  ordinance  requiring  certain  minimum 
background checks, qualifications and information be provided by any person requesting to be appointed 
to a city board, commission or authority.  The ordinance has been forwarded to the city manager and will 
be discussed at the next special council meeting. 
c. Council  will  also be reviewing minor modifications to our disorderly  conduct  and disorderly 
persons ordinances because of the decision from the Court of Appeals regarding the “swearing canoeist  
case”.  The Police Department agrees with Mr. Tomlinson that these ordinances should be reviewed to  



insure  that  they  still  comply  with  the  constitutional  dictates  of  our  Michigan  courts.

Councilwoman  Kepler  said  a  resident  previously  stated  that  the  Warren  Community  Library  had 
pornography  problems  and  had  dealt  with  the  problem in  a  different  manner.   Mr.  Tomlinson  was 
requested to investigate the matter and Ms. Kepler asked him if he was able to do so. Mr. Tomlinson said 
he called the librarian involved, who stated that to her knowledge nothing of that  sort  of action had 
occurred,  but  she  would  investigate  it  further.  She  stated  she  was aware of  the  situations  that  have 
occurred  on  their  internet,  and  to  her  knowledge  nothing  of  that  sort  of  action  has  occurred.

V. HEARING  OF  THE  PUBLIC

James  Goldwater,  19346  Brandt,  thanked  the  council  for  investigating  the  problem  concerning  the 
internet and pornographic materials in the library.  He does not like the way this matter has been handled.

Darrell  Feldbusch,  25926  Barbara,  spoke  concerning  library  policy  regarding  internet  use  and 
pornographic  materials.

Geralyn Nash, 25820 Wiseman, asked why, if pornographic materials are not allowed on the computers in 
the library, filters are such a controversy.  It would make the problem much easier if these sites were  
programmed out.  Ms. Nash asked when the Library Commission meets and if they are open meetings. 
Mayor Alsip said the Library Commission meetings are open and they meet on the second Monday of 
each  month.   This  information  is  also  advertised  on  cable.

David Hollis, 18431, Beechwood, spoke regarding a parking problem in his subdivision, asked whether 
there was more information available on the condemned house on his street and asked about the ordinance 
regarding dogs running loose.  City Attorney Tim Tomlinson reported that a consent judgement has been 
signed by the owner of the  condemned property  on Beechwood,  but  his  current  problem is  that  the 
mortgage company has not responded to numerous phone calls and correspondence requesting they sign  
the consent judgement.  Mr. Tomlinson has filed a motion to have the terms of the settlement agreement 
and judgement enforced against the mortgage company.  Mr. Tomlinson also said that the police or our  
animal control officer have the authority to issue ticket violations for loose dogs per our ordinance.  If it is  
a continuing problem, the city attorney’s office could consider issuing a complaint and warrant for the  
violation of that ordinance.  A police report must be made and an appointment to speak with the city  
attorney’s  office.

Gerald Franchy, 19337 Skyline Drive, discussed the requested Gratiot Cruise.  He reminded everyone that  
vulgarity  is  unnecessary.

Gary Goodin, 28801 Victor, said the Handicapped Association is having their 21st Annual Spring Fling 
on  Sunday,  April  14  at  the  VFW.   The  time  has  been  changed  to  4:00  p.m.  to  9:00  p.m.   

Mary  Ellen  Gavin,  33857  Gross  Drive,  Sterling  Heights,  is  the  co-founder  with  her  husband  of  an 
organization called Rights to Decency.  They started this organization about 16 years ago because they 
were upset about a display of pornographic magazines that little children could access. She is at tonight’s  
meeting to support Mr. Goldwater regarding this incident. Their organization has been instructing citizens 
to  approach  the  Library  Commission.

Mike Clover, 22300 Englehardt, St. Clair Shores, suggested that officials from other cities be invited to  
come to a council meeting to discuss what they have done in the past regarding the Gratiot Cruise.  He 
also feels the citizens should be able to vote on the subject.  Mr. Clover is concerned what section of  
Marquette Street will be paved first because he is concerned about construction near Huron Park School.



Charles Zucona, a Warren resident who is a member of the Rights to Decency organization, suggested 
that council review their ordinance in regards to the Library Commission.  He feels council should have a 
stronger  voice  in  determining  the  type  of  things  happening  in  the  library.

Betty  Geiger,  25855  Huron,  was  appalled  when  she  heard  what  happened  in  the  library.  

Heidi  Zimmer,  17468 Tennyson,  feels  the  library  should  be able  to  have filters  on  their  computers.

Joann Monfils, 16535 Curtis, does not want children exposed to pornography in the library because she  
has  four  grandchildren  using  the  Roseville  Library.  

VI. ITEMS  FOR  DISCUSSION  BY  CITY  COUNCIL

Councilman Zelmanski asked if a tape recording was made of the conversation Mr. Goldwater had at the  
Police Department.  Mr. Knapp said that a tape was made and reviewed by him and Police Chief Richard 
Heinz. The police officer involved said on the tape that reports are not distributed before an investigation 
is closed and he was not certain when the investigation would be finished. Mr. Goldwater stated he felt  
that he was being “stonewalled” and the officer tried to explain to Mr. Goldwater that was not the case.  
Councilman Zelmanski said that Council has taken steps to assure that the issue in the library does not 
happen again.  Mr. Zelmanski suggested that Mr. Shoemaker ride in a police car on the weekend to see  
the problems cruising causes. Mr. Zelmanski told Mr. Knapp he wanted to see a report on this weekend’s  
cruising.

Councilman Chirkun congratulated Norman and Eleanor Curtis on their 61st wedding anniversary and 

Robert and Marie Curtis on their 58th wedding anniversary.  He stated he hopes the students have other 
ways to access the internet for their term papers since the Roseville Library’s internet is still closed down. 
Mr. Chirkun said the federal government regulates the internet and they have tried to change the laws, but  
these laws have been overturned by the Supreme Court and we have to live within the law.  None of the  
councilmembers  want  kids  seeing  anything  inappropriate  on  the  internet.

Councilman Shoemaker said that none of the councilmembers want to put up with internet pornography. 
The city is still looking for the best solution to the problem and that is why the computers in the library  
have not been turned back on.  Mr. Shoemaker said that he does not like the weekend cruising and he  
would like to differentiate between a classic car cruise during the day and the weekend cruising in the 
evening.  A classic car cruise is controlled.  He congratulated Norman and Eleanor Curtis and Robert and 
Marie  Curtis  on  their  wedding  anniversaries.  

Councilwoman Kepler said that the library computers available to children under 18 year of age are  
filtered. You must show picture identification to use an adult computer.  It is unfortunate that a child was  
able to see one of the adult computers being used.  Ms. Kepler belongs to the Roseville Scholarship  
Foundation that has given thirty-two $1,000 scholarships to Roseville students.  She has read many of the 
scholarship applications and stated she is very encouraged and impressed with the youth coming out of 
Roseville.  Ms. Kepler thanked the Roseville Optimists for ten years of service to the youth in the City of  
Roseville and congratulated both Curtis families on their long-term marriages.

Councilman Haugh said that Mr. Clover was previously against cruising on Gratiot.  He stated that many  
of the business owners who said they would like to support the Gratiot Cruise do not live in Roseville. 
He  congratulated  Norman  and  Eleanor  Curtis  and  Robert  and  Marie  Curtis  on  their  wedding 
anniversaries.  Mr. Haugh said that Marie Curtis has been his guardian angel for a long time. He said that 



the cruising issue is  a passion of his and he has spent several evenings in a police car watching the  
cruising.

Mayor Alsip congratulated Robert and Marie Curtis and Norman and Eleanor Curtis because he feels they 
are an example of the foundation we have in our community.  Mr. Alsip hopes that the people in the 
audience have listened to some of the comments made by administration in regards to the library.  None 
of the councilmembers are in favor of any type of pornography in our library and they have looked at 
different avenues to control the situation.  Mr. Alsip stated council cannot change the Charter without a 
vote of the people.  Our forefathers had reasons they wanted to keep politics out of the library when they  
set up the Charter.  The Library Commission has many very fine individuals, dedicated to the library, who  
have been sitting for a long time on the Commission.  Mr. Alsip supports them on their efforts to deal 
with this issue.  Mr. Alsip said he has been sitting on council for over 20 years and dealing with the  
cruising in our community.  He has researched cruising and spoken with several administrators from other 
communities to explain our problems.  Roseville has a unique situation dealing with the cruising.  Mr. 
Alsip  said  he  takes  a  lot  of  pride  in  supporting  our  businesses.   We have  good  businesses  in  our 
community and they have been very cooperative, but it will be the residents of Roseville who will decide  
if we have a cruise. 
   
VII. ADJOURNMENT

COUNCILMAN JOHN CHIRKUN moved, COUNCILWOMAN IRENE KEPLER seconded, that  the 
agenda having been acted upon, the meeting is hereby adjourned at 8:40 p.m.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Respectfully submitted,
Ronald A. Mac Kool, City Clerk


	REGULAR MEETING April 9, 2002

