
TOLLAND INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION 
THURSDAY, November 20, 2014 – 7:00 p.m. 

Hicks Municipal Building- 1st Floor Conference Room A 
21 Tolland Green, Tolland, CT 06084 

 
Members Present:  Lee Lafountain, Chairman  

Archie Tanner, Vice Chairman 
Julie Viera, Regular 
Todd Penney, Regular 
Scott Tardif, Alternate  

 
Absent Members:   Beth Banning, Regular 

Raymond Culver, Alternate 
 
 

Others Present:  Bill Dwinells, Town Engineer and Wetlands Agent 
Linda Farmer, director of planning and development 
Bob Messier – engineer for IWC application # 590 
Dave Simler – applicant/property owner for IWC application # 590 
James Dean – solar solutions contractor for IWC #591 
Carl Sallstrom – Creative Decks for IWC #591 
 

    
REGULAR MEETING 
 

1. Call to Order 
Called to order at 7:05pm.  Seat Tardif for Banning. 

 
Lafountain requested a motion to reorder agenda 
 

Penney/Tanner: motion to reorder agenda to make Executive Session the last agenda item. 
 
3. Public Participation – none 
 
4. New Business 
 
 IWC #590 – David & Evelyn Simler - Application to construct a Single Family Dwelling, 8,050± sq. ft. of 
buffer will be disturbed. Location: 11 Charter Road 
 
Messier provided a plan for the property and said there were some revisions based on comments they have received 
from the Commission.  Messier said the changes included making the house smaller and removing the conservation 
easement from the plan.  Messier said they did perc tests based on the present planned location for the house.  He 
said the perc tests found similar soils, sand, to the other areas that were tested previously. 
 
Viera asked if groundwater was reached with the perc test.  Simler said it was recommended that a galley system for 
septic be used.  Penney asked what is the current condition of the property.  Simler said they property is a meadow 
and identified an area where the neighbor mows currently.  He explained the proposed location for the septic system 
 
Penney asked the distance from the house to the wetlands buffer.  Simler said about 15 feet.  Viera said the 
elevations have been identified and could the grading be kept outside of the wetlands.  Messier said the house is a 
typical size and could be modified. 
 
Penney asked about the wetlands soils.  Messier said the top layer is less likely wetlands soils and in the rear, 
westerly area is definitely wet.  He said the soils underlying is sand and would be considered a borderline wetlands.  
Penney asked about the value and function of the wetlands.  Messier said the soil scientist would be willing to create 
a report to discuss the value and function of the wetlands.  Penney asked about stormwater mitigation for the 
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driveway. Penney asked if the driveway would be paved.  Simler said it would likely be gravel.  Penney asked about 
the size of the house.  Messier said the house could be changes slightly to reduce incursion into the buffer area and 
that they would flag the wetlands to let people/contractors know that they have entered into the wetlands.   
 
Lafountain asked if there were wet meadow plants in the front.  Messier said no, just in the back of the property.  
Lafountain asked how long it had been since the ground has been worked.  Simler and Messier said they did not 
know. Lafountain asked about the age of the pines.  Messier said likely 25-30 years.  
 
: Lafountain said he likes the idea of making the house slightly smaller.  Penney said the easterly edge should be 
held and then move the other edge.  Penney suggested changing the garage to a front entry to decrease the closeness 
of the driveway to the wetlands.  Penney suggested including a rain garden in the front to collect the stormwater.  
Messier said the downspouts could be connected and entered into a rain garden as well. 
 
Commissioners requested a revised plan and to include the contours.  Commissioners requested the placement of silt 
fence to define the work area.  Tanner asked if there would be a basement.  Messier said the plan would be for a full 
basement.  Penney asked about the footing drains.  Messier said there would be a pump system.  Commissioners 
said that should be included in the plan.  Penney suggested that the property owner consider a master plan and the 
location of a possible shed because if a shed would be to be placed, it would require a permit. 
 
Lafountain ask Dwinells find the labels that should be used to delineate the wetlands.  Lafountain also suggested an 
attachment to the deed with the notification of the wetlands.  Penney asked Dwinells to visit the site and make 
suggestions for the discharges.  Penney asked about riprap and stabilization on the area of picture D as mitigation for 
wetlands disturbance.  
 
Penney suggested Sullivan (wetlands specialist) provide a brief letter to the Commission to address the quality and 
function of the wetlands.  Simler and Messier agreed they would ask Sullivan to provide the letter.  Lafountain asked 
about long-term maintenance for the lawn area.  Simler said he wants to mow once or twice a year.  Lafountain 
asked if a maintenance plan should be included in the plan.  Commissioners agreed. Messier said he would include it 
in the submitted plan.  Simler asked about the wetlands flags.  Lafountain said the discussion would be deferred to 
the next meeting after the area is flagged. 
 
Penney/Tanner: motion to continue discussion 
 
 Unanimously approved. 
 
5. Old Business - None 
6. Public Hearings - None 
7. Commissioner’s Correspondence - None 
 
8. Approval of Minutes – June 19th, August 7, and November 6, 2014 Meetings 
 
 Approval of November 6, 2014 meeting minutes 
 
  Tanner/Tardif: motion to approve with correction. 
   1.  Lafountain was not present at the November 6, 2014 meeting 
    
  Unanimously approved.  Lafountain and Penney abstain. 
 
  Penney asked if Roberts Rules could be consulted to see if there ways to approve the minutes of 
the 6/19 and 8/7 even though Culver has not been able to attend the last several meetings.  Farmer and Dwinells said 
they would review Roberts Rules and report back to the Commission. 
 
9. Wetlands Agent Report 
 
• 190 Cider Mill Road 
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Dwinells said he spoke to Stansbury by phone.  Dwinells said Stansbury expects to have an application for a permit 
completed for the next meeting.  Penney said the silt fence should be placed in front of the pond and also some 
check dams to slow the flows of silt from the open hillside.  Dwinells said he would contact Stansbury with 
Penney’s feedback. 
 
• Kent Road South Subdivision 
 
Dwinells said Ianni has not placed stones in the culvert and the downstream side.  Dwinells said they are diverting 
the water and not pumping the water around.  Dwinells said he will follow-up to find out when the work is going to 
be completed. 
 
• Mountain Spring Road  
 
Dwinells said he has sent an email and has not received a response from the property owner as of today. 
 
10.  New Applications to be Received 
 
IWC#591 – Summers and Summers Realty LLC – Application to construct a solar array where 625± sq. ft. of 
buffer will be disturbed and reconstruct existing bridge where 160± sq. ft. of wetlands disturbed. Location: 
671 Old Post Road 
 
Dean said the proposed plan to put in a horizontal solar array on the CNC property.  Lafountain said the area is 
already under restrictions for wetlands in regards to mowing and requested Dwinells find the prior permits for 
details of the restrictions on the property.  Lafountain said the second field does not have the same restrictions.  
Dean reviewed the locations of the gardens currently on the property.  Lafountain said he believes that the field 
being proposed for the solar panels has a twice year mowing restriction.  Lafountain said the second area is where 
the field was bulldozed to get the invasive species out of the field.  Dean said the panels are placed on the surface 
and the wind load is accounted for and gravel is placed over the stands.  He said they do not affect drainage.  
 
Tanner asked how much of the area is regulated.  Lafountain asked Dwinells to find the prior permits to recall why 
the field is restricted.   Farmer said that the property owner might have additional plans for the property.  
Commissioners and Dean discussed the location of the wetlands areas.  Dean said this system would provide 30% 
more energy.   
 
Dean said there is also a bridge on the property that needs to be improved because it was modified to accommodate 
the mowers in use.  Sallstrom said the existing bridge is 19 feet long and propose that the bridge be extended to 26 
feet and sonitubes should be installed to support the deck.  He said he would use riprap from skyline quarry to 
prevent runoff and erosion.  He showed the plan for hot dipped galvanized I beams and then decking to be placed 
over top. He reviewed the design plan.  Lafountain said there needs to be a lot of caution with this project because 
the bridge spans a class A fishery.  Sallstrom said he would just place the stones on the sides and not in the water.  
He said there should be no work done in the actual brook.  The only thing that would be close is the riprap.  
Lafountain said another area of concern is whether the project will impact thermal pollution because the 
brook/fishery cannot tolerate temperature change.  Curt said the plan is to remove no trees.  
 
Penney said the depth of the bridge is getting deeper so excavation could be done. Sallstrom said he is concerned 
about the footings because they are so close to the brook edge.   Lafountain asked Dwinells to find the Tankerhoosen 
watershed management plan to see if there is in anything in there that needs to be considered in regards to this 
project. 
 
Sallstrom said there needs to be conduit placed from the solar panels to the main building.  He said the plan is to 
place the conduit under the new bridge.  Tanner said the conduit is in regulated area, within 100 feet of the 
watercourse.  Penney asked if they would ditch witch down 18 inches for the conduit.  Dean said yes.  Dwinells said 
he would look for prior the prior permits for this property and the Tankerhoosen watershed plan for the next 
meeting. 
 
11. Other Business 
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a. Wodall property.  Lafountain asked Dwinells to visit the property because there is a lot of activity 

going on presently.  Dwinells said he would visit the site.   
b. Lafountain asked about a guardrail on Route 74 and why DOT would be placing guardrail when the 

waterline is going to be placed in the same location.  Farmer said that the waterline could be a year or 
two away. 

c. Lafountain asked Dwinells to make electronic copies of Tankerhoosen Watershed Management Plan 
for the new Commissioners. 

d. Penney asked if there is a way to get the plans electronically when the applications are sent to 
Commissioners.  Farmer and Dwinells said yes.  Farmer said it could be included in the development 
guide.   

 
Executive Session 
 
 Commission entered executive session at 8:37pm.  Commissioners invited Farmer and Dwinells to 
enter into executive session. 
 
 
12. Adjourn 
 
Tanner.Penney: motion to adjourn. 
 
 Unanimously approved. 
 
Meeting adjourned 9:05 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
June Kausch 
Clerk, Inland Wetlands Commission 
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