
Tolland 300th Anniversary Parade and Picnic Committee
Minutes, April 9, 2014

6:30 p.m., Tolland Recreation Center

1. Call to Order: Present: Chairwoman Celeste Senechal and members Barbara Dube, Kate 
Farrish, Sharon Hiller, David Joyce, Jeanne Salois and Mary-Pat Soucy

2. Approval of minutes of Feb. 27, 2014 meeting. Mary-Pat made a motion, seconded by 
Sharon, to approve the minutes of the Feb. 27 meeting. It passed unanimously, with Kate 
abstaining.

3. Review invitation list: Mary-Pat is compiling a list of invitees with help from Kate and 
member Doug Indemaur.

4. Review sample invitation: Mary-Pat presented a sample postcard that could go out to 
invitees and said she is still compiling a list of invitees. Kate will revise the postcard and 
get it to Mary-Pat.

5.  Review parade guidelines: Members updated the parade guidelines and discussed where 
participants and audience members will have to park and how many shuttle buses will be 
needed. Celeste suggested that the theme of the parade be “Tolland 300th Anniversary 
Parade: The Settlers Still Rock!” Committee members liked it and agreed to it as the 
theme. Barbara Dube offered to contact group leaders just before the parade to impress 
upon them the need to assemble at their assigned locations, so no children are 
unsupervised and no one ends up in the wrong location. Kate will draft a letter to St. 
Matthew’s Church asking for use of their parking lot. Members decided to have a float 
contest with prizes of $300, $150 and $75 for the best floats. Celeste suggested that the 
contest be judged by two members of the Republican Town Committee and two members
of the Democratic Town Committee and a member of the Permanent Celebration 
Committee. The winners would be announced at the townwide picnic that will follow the 
parade.

6. Review task list: Mary-Pat has begun building a task list for the Sept. 19, 2015 parade. 
Kate said she would ask the town clerk and the senior center director how to determine 
who the oldest residents in town are, so they could be on float. Celeste asked Kate to find 
out if the Journal Inquirer would publish a Tolland 300th Anniversary insert by May 1, 
2015. Jeanne agreed to keep track of parade expenses. Barbara said she is in touch with a 
man who owns two Percheron horses and a wagon, which may be used to carry 4-H 
members. Sharon agreed to investigate the cost of renting porta-potties. 

7. New Business. None
8. Old Business. None.
9. Adjourned: The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. The next meeting will take place the 

first week of June, with an exact date, time and place to be announced.

Submitted by Kate Farrish


