
Tolland 300th anniversary planning/fundraising
committee

Minutes, Special Meeting, March
18, 2014

6:30 p.m.; Tolland Recreation
Center

1.   Call to order. The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. Present: co-
chairs Celeste Senechal and Kathy Bach; Secretary Kate Farrish; members
Marshall Atwater, Beth Banning, Minna DiBella, Dr. Herb DiMeola, James 
Giford, Ken Hankinson, Sharon Hiller, David Joyce, Perne Maynard, Jeanne
Salois and Mary-Pat Soucy and guests Al Fratoni, Doug Indemaur, Zoya 
Sandhu and Cathy Wilcox.

2.   Approval of minutes of March 4, 2014. Kathy made a motion to
approve the March 4

minutes. It was seconded by Herb, and it passed unanimously.
3.   Possible vote to raise the amount of Tolland 300th Anniversary Committee

expenditures that can be approve solely by co-chairwoman Celeste 
Senechal from $100 to $500. Herb and Celeste proposed raising the 
amount of spending the committee can do, with receipts, from
$100 to $500 so long as Celeste signs of on it. Herb said this will be 
helpful as the
anniversary gets closer. Beth made a motion, seconded by Ken, to raise 
the amount of committee expenditures that Celeste can approve on her 
own from $100 to $500. It passed unanimously.

4.   Update on 300th balances. Denise Kokoszka was unable to attend the 
meeting, but Mary-Pat

reported that as of Feb. 4, the merchandise balance was $9,345 and the 
overall balance was
$29,485.

5.   Merchandise update. Sharon showed some of the new merchandise and 
said more blankets have been ordered and are expected to arrive in time 
for this May 12 kickof event. Distribution of lawn signs for May 12, 2014. 
Kate showed a sign that James designed and produced and drew up a list 
of residents and businesses on main roads who might be willing to post 
the lawn signs this May 12.

6.   Update on publication of commemorative program. Kate and James 
described the timeline

of Tolland history, the photos and the civic group, government and church
histories that will be in the program, which will be published in time for 
May 12. James said 500 copies of the book, at 80 pages, would cost about 
$3,000 to produce. The committee had previously approved $2,000. Mary-
Pat made a motion, seconded by Ken, to spend up to $1,000 more
to produce the Tolland 300th commemorative program. It passed 
unanimously.



7.   Update on Founders Monument. Kate said she is working with Rockville 
Monuments to finalize a design, which will be approved by Celeste before
the monument is ordered and a
$5,000 deposit is spent. The monument will be dedicated June 13, 2015.

8.   May 12, 2014 reception to thank sponsors. Mary-Pat described plans for 
the event and showed a draft invitation. She said Steve Boyer from 
Country Butcher will supply the food as part of an in-kind donation to the 
anniversary celebration. Kathy, Kate and Celeste discussed the potential 
guest list since The Lodge can only hold 100 people.



9.   Update on projects on the master list. Celeste went through the 
master list and asked for updates. Kathy and Kate asked Celeste to 
write to the town manager to get an update on
the town’s negotiations to buy Settlers Rock. Celeste said the town has so 
far been unwilling to accept a gift of a well and hand pump to provide 
water in emergencies, but she said she will explore the issue some more.

10. Old Business: banner purchases, Celeste; fundraising update; 
Budgets from committee chairs: James, gala; Mary-Pat Soucy, May 12,
2014 event; founders monument, Kate; Charter Day, Kathy Bach and 
Mary-Pat; parade, Celeste; picnic, Mary-Pat and Sharon. Celeste 
provided a list of possible locations and costs to hang banners in 
2015.

11. New Business: Generator donation, Celeste; tour of homes and museums 
on the green,

Celeste and Kathy. Celeste said she received an ofer recently of a $600 
generator, which the anniversary committee could use for 2015 events 
and the Permanent Celebration Committee could use going forward each 
year for the Memorial Day parade and service and the tree lighting on the
green. Committee members supported the idea of accepting the generous
donation from Dan Riley of Riley Electric of Windsor. Celeste and Kathy 
described
a new event being planned for June 7, 2015: a tour of museums and homes
on the town
green. Susan Beeching, owner of the Tolland Inn, is leading the 
committee planning the event. Jeanne showed drawings of two 
medallions that might be ordered for the event or for VIP paradegoers. 
The committee members decided not to order them at this time.

12. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. The next two 
planning/fundraising

meetings will be held May 6 and June 30 at 6:30 p.m. at the Tolland 
Recreation Center. The next all-volunteers meeting will be held June 30 at
7:30 p.m. at the rec center.
Submitted by Secretary Kate Farrish


