
Tolland 300th anniversary planning/fundraising
committee

Minutes, Special Meeting, Feb.
4, 2014

6:30 p.m.; Tolland Recreation
Center

1.   Call to order. The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. Present: 
Chairwoman Celeste Senechal, Treasurer Denise Kokoszka, Secretary 
Kate Farrish, town council liaison Richard Field and members Marshall 
Atwater, Minna DiBella, James Giford, Sharon Hiller, David Joyce, 
Jeanne Salois and Mary-Pat Soucy.

2.   Honor Florence “Sissy” Bernache and Rockville Monuments for their 
$1,200 in-kind

donation, making them our first Crandall-level sponsor. Sissy could not 
attend, so Kate will deliver the certificate to her.

3.   Approval of minutes of Oct. 24, 2013. Mary-Pat made a motion, which was
seconded by

Jeanne, to approve the minutes. They were unanimously approved.
4.   Balance update. Denise said $12,306.35 has been spent on 

merchandise and other expenses, leaving a balance of 
$26,524.17.

5.   Possible vote on the design of the founders monument and possible vote 
on $5,000 due to Rockville Monuments. Kate showed the latest design of 
the monument and discussed with members whether to include a carving 
of a Colonial farmer, his wife and oxen on the monument instead of 
Settlers Rock. The committee decided to forego the carving at the bottom 
of the granite monument and liked James’ idea of having small flourishes 
above and below the names of the founders. James made a motion to 

place a $5,000 deposit to order the Tolland 300th Founders Monument 
from Rockville Monuments with the single carving of the anniversary logo 
on top. It was seconded by Mary-Pat, and it passed unanimously.

6.   Vote needed on funding to publish the Tolland 300th 
commemorative 

program. Kate and
James provided an update on publication of a commemorative program on

May 12, 2014. Celeste asked that all 300th volunteers be listed in the 
book. David asked that a short mention of the Tolland 300 Club be 
mentioned in the book and that copies be sold in banks in town. Celeste 
suggested that the book could be sold for $10. Minna made a motion, 
seconded by David, that the anniversary committee spend up to $2,000 to
produce and ship
250 copies of the commemorative program. The books will be sold, 
with the proceeds returned to the Tolland 300th Anniversary 
Committee. The motion passed unanimously.



7.   Possible vote on whether to allow civic groups to sell items at the Sept. 

19, 2015 townwide picnic or other 300th events. Kate reported that the 
Tolland Community Women asked to be the sole vendor to supply glow 

sticks and other glow products at the 300th anniversary townwide picnic 
on Sept. 19, 2015. Mary-Pat, who is chairing the picnic committee with 
Sharon, said it was too early in the planning stages of the picnic to make 
that decision.
James said awarding exclusive rights to vendors may be the wrong 
direction to go entirely. Celeste said that since the picnic is being 
combined with Celebrate Tolland, civic groups and craft vendors will be 
able to sell all types of items at the event. The committee came to the



consensus that while it would not seek out other vendors of glow products,
it would not be awarding the exclusive rights to sell them at the picnic to 
Tolland Community Women. Furthermore, since the picnic will be an 
exclusive event that includes Celebrate Tolland, many groups and crafters 

will be welcome to sell many items and the Tolland 300th 

planning/fundraising committee is not going to be in the practice of 
awarding exclusive sales rights to groups.

8.   Merchandise update. Sharon provided an update on online sales.
9.   Review updated master list of events and projects. Celeste said most 

of the events have already been discussed at the meeting.
10. Idea for banners on the green in 2015. Kate and James presented an idea 
of hanging

anniversary banners on poles around town in 2015 to publicize the 
anniversary. The banners and brackets would be expensive – at $80 to 
$100 or more per pole. Kate reported that the Tolland Historical Society is 
opposed to having the banners on poles on the green but is
open to having banners hung on the Court House and the Jail Museum. The
committee did
not vote on banners at this point, but Celeste is going to more research 
about the best places to put banners or signs around town in 2015. 
David suggested that more lawn signs would be worth buying for this 
May 12. Jeanne made a motion, seconded by Denise, to spend up to 
$200 have new lawn signs made up and available for May 12, 2014. 
Celeste suggested that they should have “The Settlers Still Rock” on one
side and the logo and website address on the other side. The motion 
passed unanimously.

11. Old Business. Sharon said the town’s public safety department has 
returned the $50 donation the anniversary committee has sent to it for 
providing trafic control at the July
2013 Janice Pockett bench dedication because it cannot accept gifts. 
Denise said she will find out if the donation can be accepted by the 
volunteer fire department or the fire Explorers. If not, Kate suggested 
that it just be returned to the anniversary committee for other events.

12. New Business. Celeste asked whether any anniversary committee 
members could set up a

table at the Tolland Middle School Career Day event in March. Sharon 
volunteered to do so. Sharon asked if the committee could donate an 
anniversary blanket to a rafle fundraiser for an injured resident, Nate 
Blauvelt. Kate said she did not think the committee could donate a 
blanket because the proceeds of the sale of the blankets can only be used
for anniversary events. Celeste said she would personally buy a blanket 
and donate it and other committee members agreed to help her pay for 
the blanket. Kate asked if other members could help sell merchandise 
Feb. 9 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Tolland Historical Society’s annual 
antiques show. The committee decided to move its next meeting from 
March 17 to March
18 at 6:30 p.m. at the Tolland Recreation Center, followed by a 7:30 p.m. 
all-volunteers



meeting.
13. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned 

at 8:10 p.m. Submitted by Secretary Kate 

Farrish

Submitted by Kate Farrish




