
BOROUGH OF ALLENTOWN 

COUNTY OF MONMOUTH 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 06-2024 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 30: “LAND SUBDIVISION” 

OF THE BOROUGH’S REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES TO 

AMEND SECTION 30-13: “STORMWATER MANAGEMENT” WITH 

THE FINAL REVISIONS THERETO AS RECOMMENDED BY THE 

MONMOUTH CONUTY PLANNING BOARD. 

 

 WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (“NJDEP”) 

recently amended its state-wide Stormwater Management Rules, N.J.A.C. 7:8, et seq.; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Allentown (the “Borough”) presently maintains its municipal 

stormwater management regulations at Borough Code Section 30-13, and recently adopted 

Borough Ordinances Nos. 16-2023 and 03-2024 to update same; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in compliance with the final review and recommendations of the Monmouth 

County Planning Board, the Borough now amends its stormwater management regulations herein; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Allentown, County of Monmouth, State of New Jersey, that Section 30-13: “Stormwater 

Management” of Chapter 30: “Land Subdivision” of the Borough’s Revised General Ordinances 

is amended as follows (stricken text indicates deletions, underlined text indicates additions): 

 

CHAPTER 30:  “LAND SUBDIVISION” 

  

* * * 

§ 30-13  STORMWATER MANAGEMENT. 

 

* * * 

§ 30-13.8 Safety Standards for Stormwater Management Basins. 

 

A.  This section sets forth requirements to protect public safety through the proper design and 

operation of stormwater management BMPs.  This section applies to any new stormwater 

management BMP. 

 

B.  The provisions of this section are not intended to preempt more stringent municipal or 

county safety requirements for new or existing stormwater management BMPs.  Municipal 

and county stormwater management plans and ordinances may, pursuant to their authority, 

require existing stormwater management BMPs to be retrofitted to meet one or more of the 

safety standards in Section 30-13.8.C.1, 30-13.8.C.2, and 30-13.8.C.3 for trash racks, 

overflow grates, and escape provisions at outlet structures. 



 

C.  Requirements for Trash Racks, Overflow Grates and Escape Provisions 

 

1. A trash rack is a device designed to catch trash and debris and prevent the clogging of 

outlet structures.  Trash racks shall be installed at the intake to the outlet from the 

Stormwater management BMP to ensure proper functioning of the BMP outlets in 

accordance with the following: 

 

a. The trash rack shall have parallel bars, with no greater than six-inch spacing between 

the bars; 

 

b. The trash rack shall be designed so as not to adversely affect the hydraulic 

performance of the outlet pipe or structure; 

 

c. The average velocity of flow through a clean trash rack is not to exceed 2.5 feet per 

second under the full range of stage and discharge.  Velocity is to be computed on 

the basis of the net area of opening through the rack; and 

 

d. The trash rack shall be constructed of rigid, durable, and corrosion resistant material 

and designed to withstand a perpendicular live loading of 300 pounds per square foot. 

 

2. An overflow grate is designed to prevent obstruction of the overflow structure.  If an 

outlet structure has an overflow grate, such grate shall meet the following requirements:  

 

a. The overflow grate shall be secured to the outlet structure but removable for 

emergencies and maintenance. 

 

b. The overflow grate spacing shall be no less greater than two inches.  

 

c. The overflow grate shall be constructed and installed to be rigid, durable, and 

corrosion resistant, and shall be designed to withstand a perpendicular live loading of 

300 pounds per square foot. 

 

3. Stormwater management BMPs shall include escape provisions as follows: 

 

a. If a stormwater management BMP has an outlet structure, escape provisions shall be 

incorporated in or on the structure.  Escape provisions include the installation of 

permanent ladders, steps, rungs, or other features that provide easily accessible means 

of egress from stormwater management BMPs.  With the prior approval of the 

municipality pursuant to 30-13.8.C, a free-standing outlet structure may be exempted 

from this requirement; 

 

b. Safety ledges shall be constructed on the slopes of all new stormwater management 

BMPs having a permanent pool of water deeper than two and one-half feet.  Safety 

ledges shall be comprised of two steps.  Each step shall be four to six feet in width.  

One step shall be located approximately two and one-half feet below the permanent 



water surface, and the second step shall be located one to one and one-half feet above 

the permanent water surface.  See 30-13.8.E for an illustration of safety ledges in a 

stormwater management BMP; and 

 

c. In new stormwater management BMPs, the maximum interior slope for an earthen 

dam, embankment, or berm shall not be steeper than three horizontal to one vertical. 

 

D.  Variance or Exemption from Safety Standard 

 

A variance or exemption from the safety standards for stormwater management BMPs may be 

granted only upon a written finding by the municipality that the variance or exemption will not 

constitute a threat to public safety. 

 

E.  Safety Ledge Illustration 

 

Elevation View – Basin Safety Ledge Configuration 

 
 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or 

phase of this ordinance be declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the remaining 

portion of this ordinance shall not be affected thereby and shall remain in full force and effect, and 

to that end the provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable; and  



BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that, after introduction, the Borough Clerk is hereby 

directed to submit a copy of the within Ordinance to the Planning/Zoning Board of the Borough 

of Allentown for its review in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:55D-26 and N.J.S.A. 40:55D-64. The 

Planning Board is directed to make and transmit to the Borough’s Mayor & Council, within 35 

days after referral, a report including identification of any provisions in the proposed ordinance 

which are inconsistent with the master plan and recommendations concerning any inconsistencies 

and any other matter as the Board deems appropriate; and  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that, after adoption of this Ordinance, the Borough Clerk 

is hereby directed to submit a copy of the within Ordinance to the Planning Board of the County 

of Monmouth for its review and approval in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:55D-97. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall take effect upon its (1) adoption; 

(2) publication in accordance with the laws of the State of New Jersey; and (3) approval by the 

Monmouth County Planning Board pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-97. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent 

with this amending ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of their inconsistencies only. 

Councilwoman Johnson Moved, Councilwoman Darling Seconded, Councilwoman 

Johnson Yea, Councilman Payson Yea, Councilwoman Darling Yea, Council President 

DeKranes absent, Councilman Elder absent, Councilman Drennan Yea.  

 

              ATTEST:    

    

 

             

THOMAS FRITTS, Mayor                               LAURIE A. ROTH, MAS, RMC, CMR, CPM 

      Municipal Clerk 

 

 



DATED:      DATED:       

 

 

Introduced: May 14, 2024 

Adopted: June 11, 2024 


