
VILLAGE OF ALTAMONT

LOCAL LAW NO. 1 FOR THE YEAR 2024

A LOCAL LAW TO ADOPT REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS FOR

VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS AND VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SERVICE

WORKERS

Be it enacted by the Village Board of the Village of Altamont as follows: 

Section 1: Legislative Intent. The Village Board finds that volunteer firefighters and

volunteer ambulance workers provide essential emergency services to our community
and that it is in the best interests of the Village to encourage this exceptional

volunteerism. The Board finds that providing real property tax exemptions to eligible
enrolled members of such organizations would be an incentive to attract new volunteers

and help combat an alarming decline in the number of volunteers serving as active
responders to fire, medical, or other emergencies. 

Section 2: Authority. This article adopts the real property tax exemptions for volunteer
firefighters and volunteer ambulance workers under NYS Real Property Tax Law § 
466- a. 

Section 3: Grant of Real Property Tax Exemption. 

A. The primary residential real property located in the Village that is owned by an
enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, volunteer fire

department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service that provides services
within the Village shall be exempt from taxation and assessments levied by the
Village for general fund tax and highway tax to the extent of 10% of the assessed

value of such property, exclusive of special assessments, subject to the requirements
set forth herein. 

B. For purposes of the exemption granted to volunteer firefighters, the term " enrolled

member" of an incorporated volunteer fire company or volunteer fire department
shall mean an active volunteer firefighter as defined in NYS General Municipal Law

215 and based upon criteria established by the authority having jurisdiction. 

C. For purposes ofNYS Real Property Law § 466- a and this article, the term

authority having jurisdiction" shall mean: 

1) In the case of an incorporated fire company or volunteer fire department, 
except the Altamont Fire Department, the Board of Fire Commissioners of the

particular fire district. 

2) In the case of the Altamont Fire Department, the Village ofAltamont Board of

Trustees. 

3) In the case of an incorporated voluntary ambulance service, the Town of

Guilderland Town Board. 



Section 4: Qualifications. Such exemption shall only be granted if: 

A. The applicant resides in the Village ofAltamont, which is served by such
incorporated volunteer fire company, volunteer fire department or incorporated
voluntary ambulance service for which the applicant is a qualified enrolled
member; 

B. The real property which is the subject of such exemption is the primary
residence of the applicant; 

C. The real property is used exclusively for residential purposes; provided, however, 
that if any portion of such property is not used exclusively for the applicant' s
residence but is used for other purposes, such portion shall be subject to taxation, 

and the remaining portion only shall be entitled to the exemption provided by this
article; 

D. The applicant has been certified by the authority having jurisdiction for the
incorporated volunteer fire company, volunteer fire department, or volunteer

ambulance service as an enrolled member who has served such incorporated

volunteer fire company, fire department, or voluntary ambulance service for at
least two years; and

E. The applicant must submit said certification from the authority having jurisdiction
together with the tax exemption application. 

Section 5: Grant of lifetime exemption. 

Any enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, 

volunteer fire department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service who
accrues more than 20 years of active service, and is so certified by the authority
having jurisdiction for the incorporated volunteer fire company, volunteer fire
department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service, shall be granted the

10% exemption as authorized by this article for the remainder ofher or his life as
long as her or his primary residence is located within the Village ofAltamont. 

Section 6: Surviving, un -remarried spousal exemption for volunteer firefighters
or volunteer ambulance workers killed in the line of duty. 

The property tax exemption authorized by this article and granted to an
enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, volunteer fire

department, or incorporated voluntary ambulance service shall, upon application, 
be continued to such deceased enrolled member's unremarried spouse if such

member is killed in the line of duty, provided that: 

A. Such unremarried spouse is certified by the authority having jurisdiction for
the incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department or incorporated



voluntary ambulance service of such enrolled member who was killed in the
line of duty; 

B. Such deceased volunteer had been an enrolled member for at least five years; 

and

C. Such deceased volunteer had been receiving the exemption of such property
prior to her or his death. 

Section 7: Surviving, unremarried spousal exemption for volunteer firefighters or
volunteer ambulance workers with 20 years of enrolled member service. 

The property tax exemption authorized by this article and granted to an enrolled member
of an incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department, or incorporated voluntary
ambulance service shall, upon application, be continued to such deceased enrolled

member's unremarried spouse, provided that: 

A. Such unremarried spouse is certified by the authority having jurisdiction for the
incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department or incorporated voluntary
ambulance service of such enrolled member; 

B. Such deceased volunteer had been an enrolled member for at least 20 years; and

C. Such deceased volunteer and unremarried spouse had been receiving the

exemption for such property prior to the death of such volunteer. 

Application: An application form for such exemption and a certification provided by
the appropriate authority having jurisdiction shall be filed with the Town of Guilderland
Assessor (the " Town Assessor") on or before the taxable status date of each year or as

otherwise prescribed by New York State. 

No diminution of benefits: No applicant who is a volunteer firefighter or volunteer

ambulance worker who by reason of such status is receiving any benefit under the
provisions ofArticle 4 of the NYS Real Property Tax Law on the effective date of this
article shall suffer any diminution of such benefit because of the provisions of this
article. 

Section 8: Supersession of Other Laws. All local laws in conflict with the provisions of this

Local Law area hereby superseded. This Local Law also supersedes, amends, and takes

precedence over any inconsistent provisions of New York Village Law under the Village' s
Municipal Home Rule powers, pursuant to Municipal Home Rule Law § 10( 1)( ii)(d)( 3), 

10( 1)( ii)(a)( 14), and §22. 

Section 9: Severability :The invalidity of any word, section, clause, paragraph, sentence, part, 
or provision of this local law shall not affect the validity of any other part of this local law
which can be given effect without such invalid part or parts. 

Section 9: Effective Date. This article shall take effect upon the filing of this local law with
the NYS Secretary of State. 


