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An Ordinnnce to define and implcnrent civil enforcernent procctlures for public marijuana
(cannabis) consumption.
Summary:
An Ordinartce to provide lor the regulation of,the public consumption of niarijuana (cannabis) not
medically prescribed as provided 1'or in MGL 94G, Section l3

Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Amesbury assembled and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

That the City of Amesbury shall adopt the lbllowing orulinance to regulate thc civil enfbrcernent of
public use of cannabis (more commonly referred to as marijuana):

(a) No persoll shall srnol<e catrnabis (also known as marijuana) or clelta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol
(TI-lC), as defined in Chapter 94C, Section I of the General Laws, while on. in or upon any public
way or upon any way to which the public lias a right of access. or any shared public use spaoe,
including but not lirnited to. parks and or playgroLrnds, streets, sidewalks. I'ootrvays, passageways,
stairs, bridges, recreation areas. boat landings. public builclings. schoolhouses. school grounds^
cemeteries, parl<ing lots, or any area ovvneci by or under the control ol'the City of Arnesbury.

(b) 'l'his ordinance n-ray be ettfbrced through any lawlul nleans in law or irr eqLrity including, but not limited
to" enfbrcement by cornplaint pursuant to C.l-. c.40. $21. or by non-criminal disposition pursLrant to
G.1.. c.40" $2lD by the AnresbLrry City Council. or its duly authorized agents, or arly police o1ficer. Any
violation of this ordinance shall be punishable by zr {ine olonc hurrdred dollars ($100.00) lbrthe t'irst
ol'fbnse atrd two hundred ($2OO; l'oreach subsecluent violation. Any penalty irrrposed;rursuantto this
orditrance shall be in addition to anl,civil penalty inrposed in accordance M.G.l,. c.c)4C, $321,.



(c) This ordinance shall not bcr construed to lirnit the rnedical use of marijuana.

(d) Any person upon whom is imposed a fine pursuant to this ordinance in accordance with M,G.L. c.40,
$2 lD shall have tlie right to appeal the inrposition ol'such flne in a non-criminal proceecling by rnal<ing a written
reclLtest within 2l clays to the Clerk Magistrate [br tlre Neu,bulyport District Court as set forth further in the
statute.

(e)'1-his ordinatrce shall rrot alter or atfect the jurisdiction of the Boarcl of l-lealth in accordance with the
provisiorts of M.G.L. c. I I l, $31 or any other applicabte Iaw includirrg br-rt not lirnited to the regulatiorr of
combustion and inhalation of tobacco and non-tobacco products in workplaces and public spaces in the City
o ['Arnesbu r1,.

Councilor Steven Stanganelli offered a motion to sLrbstitute2.023-029 with the revised red Iine version.
Clouncilor Roger Desclrerres seconded said nrotion.

Councilor Steven Stangarrelli of'ferecl a motion to amerrd Part A of the reviseci version of 2AT-029 to read
"tetrahydrocannabinol". Councilor l{oger Deschenes seconded. and the amenclment passecl unanirnously, 9-0.

The motiort to accept the substitLrtion of the revised version of 2023-029 as amencled was called and passed
unarrimously,9-0.

Coutrcilor Stevetr Statrganelli o1{tred a motion tcl approve 2023-029 as revisccl and amenclecl. Councilor Scott
Mandeville seconded. and said tnotion passed on a roll call vote ol'5-4. Councilor Jonathan FIicl<. Councilor
Adrienrre Lennott, Couttcilor Peter F-rey and President Nicholas Wlreeler opposed.

witness my hand and seal for the city of Amesbury this 30th day of october 2023.
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