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WBorough of Wellebue

Borough Council Meeting Minutes
October 26, 2021, 7:00 pm

Municipal Building, 2" Floor Council Chambers
Call to Order

President Pennington called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
The call to order was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence.

Roll Call

The roll was called to establish a quorum. Present were Ms. Sloane, Mr. Ditullio (at 7:06 pm) Mr. Stuncard, Ms.
Edmondson, Mr. Pritchard, Mrs. Pikul, Ms. Cerminara, and President Pennington. Ms. Hause was absent. A
quorum was established.

Also, in attendance were Director of Administrative Services Cindy Bahn, Treasurer Joe Scioscia, Engineers
Bryan Churilla and Dan Barna, and Solicitor Matt Racunas.

Public Contribution on Agenda Items

= Becky Smolens, 728 Clinton Avenue: Commented on Light Up Bellevue and the proposed
Event/Gathering Ordinance. Asked that the current Ordinance not be changed.

= Sabreena Miller, 89 Sumner Avenue: Spoke on behalf of Bonafide Bellevue and agreed with Ms.
Smolen.

Agenda ltems

Finance Committee:
a. Motion to Approve Payment of the September 28, 2021 Bill List.
Moved: Mr. Stuncard Second: Mrs. Pikul
All voted in favor of the motion. Motion carried, 8-0.

b. Motion to Adopt Resolution 31-21, Authorizing the Refund of Real Estate Taxes as a Result of
Changes in Assessed Values and/or Overpayments.
Moved: Mr. Stuncard Second: Ms. Edmondson
All voted in favor of the motion. Motion carried, 8-0.

c. Motion to Adopt Ordinance 21-05, Relating to Public Events and Gatherings in the Boroughof
Bellevue
Moved: Mr. Stuncard Second: Ms. Edmondson

Discussion: Mr. Stuncard stated that while he appreciates that this has been going on for a long
time, he would like to meet with citizens about this. Mrs. Pikul agreed and suggested that it be
tabled for now. Ms. Cerminara expressed concerns that it's been in Finance Committee for
more than 2 years and that the language was meant to be general in order to provide leeway.
Ms. Edmondson agreed with Ms. Cerminara and stated that the process has been transparent
all along. Mr. Pritchard agreed with Mr. Stuncard and Mrs. Pikul. The Solicitor stated that the
same document has been used in other communities for more than a decade, and that the
intent is not to impede events — it's meant to be for informational purposes, not enforcement.
President Pennington expressed that he does not see any gray areas, and added that Council
could always make exceptions. Mr Pritchard asked if it could be in the form of a resolution, and
the Solicitor responded that an annual renewal would be required; he stated that in his
professional opinion, it should be an ordinance




Aye: Ms. Edmondson, Ms. Cerminara, Mr, Ditullio, President Pennington

Nay: Mr. Stuncard, Ms. Sloane, Mr. Pritchard, Mrs. Pikul

The Mayor was not in attendance to break the tie vote. Motion fails.

President Pennington asked that this be returned to Committee for further action.

Parks and Recreation Committee:

Public Safety Committee:
a. Motion to Adopt Resolution 32-21, Requesting Funds from Allegheny County Economic
Development for the Removal of Vacant and Dilapidated Structures at 325 Glaser Avenue and 134
Meade Avenue.
Moved: Mrs. Pikul Second: Ms. Cerminara
All voted in favor of the motion. Motion carried, 8-0.

Public Works Committee:
a. Motion to Adopt Resolution 33-21, Plan Revision for New Land Development at 4575 Ohio River

Boulevard.
Mr. Churilla noted that this is the Sewage Planning Module for Popeyes Restaurant.
Moved: Ms. Edmondson Second: Ms. Cerminara

All voted in favor of the motion. Motion carried, 8-0.

b. Motion to Adopt Resolution 34-21, Approving the Acquisition and Disposal of Block/Lot 113-C-325
Through the VPRP as Consistent with the Comprehensive Plan of the Borough
Moved: Ms. Edmondson Second: Ms. Cerminara

Discussion: Mr. Ditullio asked if the applicants own the adjacent property, and President
Pennington responded that they do not, and it's not required for applicants who are rehabbing
the property, only for undeveloped properties. Mr. DiTullio added that it's a conflict of interest
and President Pennington responded that the co-applicant is no longer an elected official or
related to one. Ms. Sloane agreed with Mr. DiTullio in that this adds to property values tripling..

Aye: Mrs. Pikul, Ms. Sloane, Ms. Edmondson, Ms. Cerminara, Mr. Stuncard, Mr. Pritchard,
President Pennington

Nay: Mr. DiTullio,

Motion carried, 7-1 with no abstentions.

c. Motion to Accept the Low Bid Submitted by Waste Management for a 5-Year Contract with the
Quaker Valley Council of Governments, on Behalf of Participating Municipalities, to Collect Solid
Waste, Recycling, Household Hazardous Waste and E-Waste at a Cost to the Municipality of
$18.26/month/resident in 2022, $18.99/month/resident in 2023, $19.75/month/resident in 2024,
$20.54/month/resident in 2025 and $21.37/month/resident in 2026.

Moved: Ms. Edmondson Second: Ms. Cerminara
Discussion: Ms. Sloane noted that it's unfortunate that the contract does not include glass, and
Mr. Stuncard agreed.

Aye: Mr. Pritchard, Mrs. Pikul, Ms. Edmondson, Mr. Stuncard, Ms. Sloane, Ms. Cerminara,
President Pennington

Nay: Mr. Ditullio

Motion carried, 7-1, with no abstentions.

All voted in favor of the motion. Motion carried, 7-0.

= Mr. Pritchard stated that he had 3 things: 1. Stop signs at several intersections create confusion,
and suggested adding tags that indicate whether the intersection is a 2-way or 4-way stop. Mr.
Kelly responded that the signs can be made in house but that he would need to consult with
Chief Sentner; 2. Overgrown brush in bump outs on Lincoln Avenue, which Mr. Kelly noted is on




his list, but that DPW was told several years ago not to cut down the ornamental grasses; and 3.
Noted that the sound panels have helped immensely.

= Mr. DiTullio asked about the status of bids for Orchard Avenue and Mr. Kelly responded that no
companies want to bid on this work.

Ethics Committee (Ad Hoc):
a. Code of Conduct: Next Steps

Ms. Sloane reported that she has not received any specific feedback from members of Council, only
members of the public at meetings. The Solicitor noted that he received comments from one
resident. Ms. Sloane stated that the next step is for the Code to go back to Committee for final
discussion, and then a vote by Council at the November meeting. Mr. DiTullio suggested that
Council wait and vote on it when he is no longer on Council and that members of Council have
acted unethically.

Unfinished Business

= Motion to Amend the Agenda to Add a Motion to Vote on an Option for the Refinancing of the 2017
General Bond Issue.
Moved: President Pennington Second: Mr. Stuncard
All voted in favor of the motion. Motion carried, 8-0.
= Motion to Elect the Upfront Savings Option in Refinancing of the 2017 General Bond Issue.
Moved: President Pennington Second: Ms. Edmondson
All voted in favor of the motion. Motion carried, 8-0.

Public Comment:
Connie Rankin, 116 Arch Avenue: Asked if an ordinance is r.quired to approve the bond
refinancing; the Solicitor responded that the agent needs Council to elect how the savings will
be taken in order to prepare the Ordinance authorizing the sale of the Bonds,

New Business

a. Presentation of the 2022 Draft Borough of Bellevue Budget
On behalf of, and at the direction of, Mayor Marburger, Ms. Bahn distributed copies of the 2022
Draft Budget and read the Mayor's budget letter.

Public Contribution on Non-Agenda Items

= Sabreena Miller, 88 Sumner Avenue: Stated that she appreciated the decision on the
Event/Gathering Ordinance, and suggested that Council be more collaborative.

Executive Session

»  Council adjourned to Executive Session to discuss the DPW Collective Bargaining Agreement and
a personnel issue related to Administration at 8:05 pm and returned to the Council Meeting at 8:14
pm. No legislative action was taken as a result of the Executive Session.

Adjournment

There being no further business, President Pennington adjourned the meeting at 9:35 pm.
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Cindy L. Bahn, Dirgctor &f Administrative Services/Secretary Val Pennington, Council President
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