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Borough of Bellebue

Borough Pre-Council Meeting Minutes
June 9, 2020, 7:00 pm
Via Zoom Teleconference

Call to Order

President Pennington called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

The call to order was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence.
Roll Call

The roll was called to establish a quorum. Present were Mr. DiTullio, Mr. Stuncard, Ms. Edmondson, Mr.
Pritchard, Ms. Sloane, Mrs. Pikul, Ms. Hause, Ms. Cerminara, and President Pennington. A quorum was
established.

Also in attendance were Mayor Emily Marburger; Treasurer Joe Scioscia, Director of Administrative Services
Cindy Bahn; Financial Services Administrator Andrea Contes; Engineer Bryan Churilla; and Solicitor Matt
Racunas.

Public Contribution on Agenda Items

» Linda Woshner, 157 S. Euclid Avenue: Asked about the current tax collector.
= Joe Scioscia, 256 Lincoln Avenue: Commented on the “Anti-Police Protest” in Bellevue.
= Sue Benaquista, 166 Davis Avenue: Complained about conditions at 40 Kendall Avenue.

Review of Minutes

= There were no changes to the minutes of the following: May 12, 2020 Pre-Council Meeting; May 26
Council Meeting.

Reports

Mayor’s Report (written report was included with Council packet)
= Mayor Marburger reported that she officiated a backyard wedding with 5 people present including the
couple being married, and that all participants wore masks.

Treasurer’s Report (written report was included with Council packet)
* The Treasurer reported that he has not seen a noticeable drop in revenues.

Financial Report (Budget, Tax and Services reports were included with Council packet)
= No comments were made.

Code Enforcement Report (written report was included with Council packet)
= No comments were made.

Library Report (written report was included with Council packet)




* Library Director Ellen Goodman reported that the book drop is open, and staff will begin delivery and
pick up of books beginning June 15. Beginning July 1, a limited number of patrons will be permitted in
the library building. Ms. Goodman is looking for a hands-free hand sanitizer dispenser.

Public Works Report
* DAS Bahn reported that 2 Public Works staff remain off work for personal health issues but will be
returning June 15"
= She noted that interviews with 3 DPW Superintendent candidates were conducted with the assistance
of Borough Engineer Ben Gilberti and Avalon DPW Superintendent Dave Haslett.

Director of Administrative Services Report (written report was included with Council packet)
* DAS Bahn reported that the Borough received a letter of resignation from Auditor Linda Haberstitch.
= There have been issues with the Borough Building's HVAC system. Tudi Mechanical Systems has
been on-site several times trying to identify and correct the issues. They have also proposed an annual
maintenance agreement; Ms. Bahn would like to wait and see if they correct the problem before
engaging them for continued maintenance.

Engineer’s Report (written report was included with Council packet)
* Mr. Churilla provided a brief report on the Memorial Park water line issue.
= HRG is preparing an application for Alcosan’s GROW Grant program, Round 5.
= Bids for the Borough's 2020 Paving Program will be opened June 12"
= Request for bids for the manhole installation project will be issued in late June or early July.

Northwest EMS Report (written report provided to Council)
= No comments were made.

Committee Reports

Finance Committee; Jodi Hause, Chair
1. Motion to Appoint Maiello, Brungo & Maillo Delinquent Tax Collectors for the Borough of Bellevue.
Moved: Ms. Hause Second: Mrs. Pikul

Discussion:  Mrs. Pikul asked about the fees this firm would charge, and Ms. Hause responded that
they would be about the same as the current delinquent tax collector. Jordan Tax
Service has not responded to requests for their fee to collect current taxes only. DAS
Bahn will prepare an RFP to collect only current taxes.

Ms. Hause withdrew her motion.

2.  Motion to Approve Payment of the June 9, 2020 Bill List.
Moved: Ms. Hause Second: Ms. Edmondson
All voted in favor of the motion. Motion carried, 9-0.

Parks and Recreation Committee; Val Pennington, Chair
1. Status of Summer Concert Series at Andrew Bayne Memorial Library
* President Pennington reported that concerts will begin June 17 in accordance with the state’s
green level requirements for social distancing and masks.

Motion to Authorize Payment of $500 to Patricia Imbrogno of the Sweaty Already String Band for their
June 17,2020 Performance.
Moved: President Pennington Second: Mrs. Pikul
Aye: Mrs. Pikul, Ms. Sloane, Ms. Edmondson, Ms. Cerminara, Mr. Stuncard, Ms.
Hause, Mr. Pritchard, President Pennington
Nay: Mr. DiTullio
Motion carried 8-1 with no abstentions.




2. Discussion: Opening of Borough Parks
* President Pennington noted that the City of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County are opening with
restrictions. Mr. Stuncard reported that he has driven around the Borough’s parks and they are
being used respectfully. Mayor Marburger stated that the Police Chief has posted signs at the
parks informing users that they are using the parks and equipment at their own risk.

Motion to Fully and Completely Open All Borough Parks and Recreational Facility with
the Caveat that No Public Restrooms or Water Fountains Will be Available.
Moved: Mr. Pritchard Second: Ms. Hause
Aye: Ms. Edmondson, Ms. Hause, Mr. Pritchard, Mrs. Pikul, Mr. Stuncard, Ms.
Cerminara, Ms. Sloane
Nay: Mr. DiTullio, President Pennington
Motion carried 7-2 with no abstentions.

3. Discussion: North Boroughs Fireworks
* President Pennington reported that a gentleman from Avalon spoke at the June Committee

meeting. While consensus was to not change the prior vote, Mr. Pritchard stated that he was in
favor of contributing towards the cost but was outnumbered.

Public Safety Committee; Anya Pikul, Chair
1. National Night Out Date Change
» Mrs. Pikul requested that a vote on this be taken at the June Council meeting.

2. Changes for Civil Service Rules and Regulations
= DAS Bahn stated that the current Rules and Regulations are not in compliance with state-
mandated requirements, which were revised in 2014. She will contact Civil Service
Commissioners regarding required changes and solicitors who practice in this area to
determine a cost estimate for revisions.

Public Works Committee; Jillian Edmondson, Chair
1. Discussion: Tour of Project Sites with Borough Engineer
= Mr. Gilberti has invited interested Council members to tour project sites, including East and

West Bellevue Stations. As soon as Council members advise him of their interest, a date and
time will be set.

2. Discussion: Hiring of Seasonal Laborers
= DAS Bahn advised that several of the applicants for summer laborer positions have already
obtained other employment. She requested authorization to hire 2 summer laborers, but the
names of specific individuals to be hired is not yet known.

Motion to Hire Two Department of Public Works Summer Seasonal Laborers.
Moved: Ms. Edmondson Second: Ms. Hause
All voted in favor of the motion. Motion carried, 9-0.

Unfinished Business

1. Discussion: Code of Conduct
President Pennington noted that this is a topic that has come up several times over the years. He would
like to see a Code of Conduct for elected and appointed officials, as well as Borough employees. In
addition, he would like to have a social media policy. He suggested an ad hoc committee of 3 council
members. Mrs. Pikul responded that she was working on this with the previous DAS.

2. Discussion: Returning to In-Person Meetings
President Pennington stated that if the Borough returns to in-person meetings, he will participate
virtually. Ms. Hause noted that the County is in the green phase and would like to resume in-person
meetings as Council desks are 4 feet apart and five feet apart at the corners. Mrs. Pikul suggested a
“hybrid meeting” with both in-person and virtual participants. Ms. Edmondson would like in-person




meetings as she believes they are more efficient. The Solicitor shared his experience with a sanitary
authority with 5 members; at the first in-person meeting, temperatures of participants were taken, and
masks were worn. A township he works with has not yet held a meeting at all. Mr. Racunas reported
that the changes in PA law give municipalities flexibility. Mr. Stuncard is in no hurry to return to in-
person meetings. President Pennington reported that in states where businesses have opened,
infection rates have increased, and he predicts another spike. Ms. Sloane agrees with the President
and Mr. Stuncard. Ms. Hause stated that Council Members were elected to do a job, and that UPMC
research shows that people are more likely to get into an accident than get the virus. Mr. Stuncard
asked where Council dropped the ball, and Ms. Hause responded that not everyone has access to
Zoom.

Motion to Return to In-Person Council Meetings.
Moved: Ms. Hause Second: Mrs. Pikul
Aye: Mrs. Pikul, Ms. Edmondson, Ms. Hause, Mr. Pritchard Ms. Edmondson, Ms.
Nay: Ms. Sloane, Mr. DiTullio, Ms. Cerminara, Mr. Stuncard, President Pennington
Motion defeated 4-5 with no abstentions.

New Business

1.

Discussion: Fully Re-Opening the Borough Building to the Public
The issues of fully opening the building during the continuing pandemic, as well as how to provide a
secure environment for employees was discussed.

Motion to Fully Re-Open the Borough Building to the Public.

Moved: Ms. Hause Second: Mrs. Pikul

Aye: Mr. Pritchard, Mrs. Pikul, Ms. Hause

Nay: Mr. DiTullio, Mr. Stuncard, Ms. Edmondson, Ms. Sloane, Ms. Cerminara,
President Pennington

Motion defeated 3-6 with no abstentions.

Public Contribution on Non-Agenda Items (limit of 2 minutes)

Linda Woshner, 137 S. Euclid Avenue: Does not want to attend an in-person meeting; also addressed
40 Kendall Avenue, the waterline in Memorial Park, and an intergovernmental agreement with the
school district.

Joe Scioscia, Lincoln Avenue: Addressed the waterline in Memorial Park and stated that the BLM
website calls for defunding the police.

Kathy Coder, Bonafide Bellevue: Asked about repaving on Teece Avenue, addressed 40 Kendall
Avenue, and noted that the Farmers Market will be on private property.

Wendy Blazier, 532 Highland Place: Noted that there is still no water at the dog park.

Adjournment

There being no further business, President Pennington adjourned the meeting at 9:18 pm.
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