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rhe Annual Town Meeting of April 26, 2010, was called to order at 7: 35 PM at
the Senior Center at 75 Groton Rd. The Moderator Dennis E. Mcllugh recognized the

presence of a quorum. " There were 150 Town Meeting Representatives present. The
Iollowing action took place: 

UNDER ARTICLE 16. Town, Manager Paul F. Cohen movedthatthe Town

vote to amend paragraph 13 ol Section 174- 5 handicapped parking of the Code of the
Town of Chelmsford by increasing the fine from $ 100 to $ 200 for unauthorized parking
of a motor Vehicle in a space reserved and designated for use by vehicles of handicapped
persons.. pursuant to the authority of MGL c. 40, § 21. 

rhe Manager explained that state law allows the ' Town'' to set the rate of the line

for the violation of parking in the designated handicap space. It can be from $ 100 to

300 dollars. Currently the tine is $ 100 and hasn' t been increased since 1994. The Police

Chief recommends that the line be increased to $ 200 and asked that the article be
supported. " I" h.. Moderator asked for questions,' hearing none he asked' for
recommendations. The Finance Committee recommended the article; the l3oard of

Selectmen recommended the article. Michael Combs spoke against the increase he felt
that the current rate was sufficient. l3rian' Latina said he supported the increase and

spoke' in favor. Richard Mahoney asked if there would be an insurance surcharge. The
Police Chief said no because it would not be a moving violation. Carol Kelly- Suleski
questioned if it could he broken' down by the number of offenses 1'` time one rate second

time etc. " 1' he Chief said it could be done but it would mean more paper work and

discretion could be made at the time of the hearing. Karen flc1) onato spoke in favor, the
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higher tine gets attention and said that she knew of a person who was in New I Iampshire
and had been citedfor parking in a designated' handicap space and paid a tine of $250 and
vowed never to park again in a designated spot. Peggy Dunn moved the question to stop
debate. 1' he Moderator asked fora vote by way of a show of hands, motion carried, 
unanimously. lie then asked'' for a vote by way of a show of hands on the article, motion
carried. 
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