














AGENDA DATE: January 11, 2022 

TO: Historic Architecture Review Board 
RE: HARB COA for 427, 429, and 431 Cherry Street 

 Permit No.23-007 / Account No. 
1106463000000,1106584100000, and 
1106695200000 

FROM: Sharon Cino, Planning & Zoning Manager 
VIA: Mark E Stivers, AICP, Borough Manager 

TITLE: Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) to demolition three wood- 
framed,  residential rowhome type structures located at 427, 429, and 431 Cherry Street, 
with removal of backyard and side yard walkways, and metal fencing. Addition of new 
curbing, sidewalk and tree planting.   

OWNER/APPLICANT:  Holy Trinity Catholic Church 
 409 Cherry Street  
 Columbia, PA 17512 

Surveyor/Engineer:    DC Gohn Associates, Inc. 
 32 Mount Joy Street 
P.O Box 128, PA 17552

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Demolition of three neighboring, wood-framed, residential row 
home type structures located at 427, 429, and 431 Cherry Street. Demolition of back yard 
and side yard concrete walkways and miscellaneous slab areas.  Demolition of metal 
fencing. backfill, compaction, fine grading, seeding and tree plantings.  Installation of new 
concrete curbing and sidewalk.  

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: The property located at 427 Cherry Street is constructed circa 
1860 and includes and a Second Empire historic style architecture.  This wood framed, 2 ½ 
story rowhouse type structure includes a mansard roof, aluminum siding and gable roof 
dormer. The properties located at 429 and 431 Cherry Street were both constructed circa 
1860 and are a Vernacular historic style.  These wood framed, residential 2 ½ story, 4 bay 
double houses also include aluminum siding.    



SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR STANDARDS THAT APPLY:  1 

(1) A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires
minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and
environment.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommend approval of the COA to demo three wood- 
framed, residential rowhome type structures located at 427, 429, and 431 Cherry Street, 
with removal of backyard and side yard walkways, and metal fencing. Addition of new 
curbing, sidewalk, and tree planting.   



                                 Holy Trinity Catholic Church
409 Cherry Street

 Columbia PA  17512 

Letter of Intent

In faithful stewardship of property resources, Holy Trinity Catholic Church seeks to provide for 
the future of the parish by extending its presence along Cherry Street and, in the near term, providing 
additional open lawn space adjacent to the historic church building. As the Church's focus is upon the 
needs of its parishioners and not the business of rental property management, the Church proposes to 
demolish three (3) neighboring, wood framed, row home structures. Additionally, from an architectural 
scale standpoint and street frontage presence, the historic English Gothic (Elizabethan Period) church 
building will benefit from this initiative.

Future use of the open space resulting from this project has not been determined by Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church parishioners however, in order for the Church to realize the full benefit of the extended 
property area of limited width dimension, there is not a reasonable alternative other than the 
demolition of the existing structures. As the existing structures consist of typical wood framing, without 
masonry (other than basement walls) and are lacking in architectural style and detail it is reasonable to 
conclude that they do not significantly contribute to the historic district. 

Two similar projects in recent years establish precedent within Columbia Borough for this 
application. First, the project at Saint Peter Apartments, immediately adjacent to the historic district 
along Union Street, involved the demolition of existing row home structures in support of a parking 
expansion. Second, St. John Lutheran Church, located within the historic district at Sixth and Locust 
Streets, also demolished structures to enable a parking expansion. 

Supporting site plan information and photographs accompany this application. Representatives 
of Holy Trinity Catholic Church look forward to the opportunity to meet with the Columbia Borough 
Historic Architectural Review Board, Planning Commission and Borough Council.
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