
 

 

COLUMBIA BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION 
Paul W. Myers Council Chamber, 308 Locust Street, Columbia 

April 18, 2023 – 7:00 p.m. 
Final Agenda 

This meeting will be live streamed to the Borough’s Facebook page as a convenience and is not meant to 
replace in-person participation in the meeting. 

 

1) Call to Order: 

2) Moment of Silence: 

3) Pledge of Allegiance: 

4) Approval of Minutes:  

a) Consider Approval of the Planning Commission Meeting Minutes from March 

21, 2023, Regular Meeting 

5) Zoning Hearing(s) Consider Motion to Recommend to Zoning Hearing Board: 

a) None 

6) Engineer’s Review(s) of SALDO Applications: 
 

a) None 
 
7) Demolition Applications Consider Motion to Recommend to Borough Council:  
 

a) 154 and 156 South Fifth Street – Lancaster County Land Bank 
 
8)       Action Items: 
 

a) Recommend to Borough Council the CDBG Grant for the 200 Block of Union 
Street between Second and Third Streets 

 
9) Discussion Items:  
 

a) Project and Land Bank Update 
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10)   Old Business (for discussion):  

 
 

11) New Business (for discussion): 
a) Review Application(s) for Planning Commission Alternate Member and 

Consider Recommendation to Borough Council 
1.  Nathan Roach 

 
b) Next Scheduled PC Meeting on Thursday, May 18, 2023 

 
 

12) Public Comments and Questions: 
Civility and Decorum:  Borough officials and members of the public are expected 
to conduct themselves with civility and to accord each other a measure of dignity 
and respect.  Shouting, foul language, personal insults, threats, attacks, or any 
conduct that disrupts the flow of business is out of order. 

 
13) Motion to Adjourn:  

 
 
 

Next Meeting Scheduled for Thursday, May 18, 2023  
 
 

 
If you are person with a disability wishing to attend this meeting and require an 
accommodation to participate in the meeting, please contact the Columbia Borough 
Office at (717) 684-2467 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.   



MINUTES 

COLUMBIA BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION 

MARCH 21, 2023 

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:  

Mary Wickenheiser, Chairperson 

Tiffani Lynn, Vice-Chairperson 

Brad Lynn, Secretary 

Justin Evans 

Marilyn Kress Hartman 

Kelly Murphy 

Annette White  

 

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE: 

Sharon Cino, Planning and Zoning Manager 

Theresa O’Donnell, Administrative Assistant 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Chairperson Wickenheiser called this regular meeting of the Columbia Borough Planning Commission to 

order on Tuesday, March 21, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

There was a moment of silence and the pledge to the flag. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Kelly Murphy motioned to approve the Regular Planning Commission meeting minutes from February 21, 

2023, and Justin Evans seconded.  All favored this motion. 

 

ZONING HEARING(S):  

There were no Zoning hearings. 

 

ENGINEER’S REVIEW(S): 

There were no reviews from the Borough Engineer.   

   

DEMOLITION APPLICATION(S): 

There were no applications. 

 

ACTION ITEMS: 

Chair, Mary Wickenheiser, stated that the Zoning Ordinance, Signs, has been advertised and reviewed by 

Columbia Borough Council and submitted to the Lancaster County Planning Commission with comments 

included in the packet. After approval tonight, the ordinance will be advertised, and a hearing will be held 

at the April meeting. The Borough Solicitor has reviewed the ordinance.  Annette asked about signs 

already in existence and Sharon answered that those signs will be grandfathered in.  Kelly commended 

the individuals responsible for the ordinance and stated it is well written. Annette asked if Lancaster City 

has a similar ordinance and Mary responded that she is sure they do. Justin asked for clarification of the 

term “altered” and if sign permits will need to go before HARB, if in the historic district. Sharon responded 
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that yes, sign permits in the historic district will need to go before HARB. Language was found in the 

ordinance to clarify the term “altered”. Sharon also clarified that murals are now considered signs 

according to this ordinance. Brad asked for clarification.  If a sign is not in accordance with current 

ordinance, will it still be grandfathered in? Sharon responded no if it is illegal now, it will still be illegal 

after changes.  

Justin Evans motioned to recommend amended language to Borough Council and Tiffani Lynn seconded.  

All favored this motion. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

Sharon Cino provided an update on land bank properties.  She informed the commission that 154 and 156 

South Fifth Street will come before Planning Commission for demolition approval and then a request for 

subdivision approval. Tiffani asked when Habitat for Humanity will start the actual project. Sharon 

estimated 12 months.  Mary updated the commission on the fire properties at 521 and 523 Locust Street. 

She stated 521 Locust Street is with the Redevelopment Authority and 523 currently has a stop work order 

but the intent is to turn it back to a single-family dwelling.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Mary attended the March Borough Council Work Session.  The topic was short term rentals and 

expanding where permissible with a special exception. Parking was discussed.  Mary suggested to 

Council that no zoning changes be made until the Comp Plan is complete. She informed the group that 

she received an application for an alternate member of the Planning Commission and after talking to the 

Borough Manager and doing research, it was discovered that a resolution was created in 2021 but never 

was approved by Council. The resolution will be on the March 28, 2023, Borough Council agenda.  

 

Mary asked Sharon for a Comp Plan update. Sharon stated CSDavidson is sending part one and two later 

this week then a completed updated schedule to include AdHoc meetings, getting on a Planning 

Commission agenda and advertised public meetings. Mary recommended that Borough Council receive 

an update on the Comp Plan.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

The Borough Engineer will be at the next month’s meeting to discuss the CDBG application. The project 

includes the 200 block of Union Street.  Members were encouraged to reach out to the engineer with 

questions.  Chief Brommer sent out a letter about Spring Clean Up on April 21, 2023. Interested 

volunteers are encouraged to reach out to Pam Armold. Marilyn Kress Hartman inquired about all the 

merchandise and café tables being placed out on the sidewalk and interference with pedestrian traffic.  

Sharon responded that there is currently a temporary sidewalk café permit that was initiated during 

Covid. A sidewalk ordinance is in the works and will address these concerns. Members were sent 

webinar opportunities and if interested, respond to Sharon.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS: 

There were no public comments. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Justin Evans motioned to adjourn this meeting of the Columbia Borough Planning Commission at 7:33  
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p.m. and Tiffani Lynn seconded.  All favored this motion.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Brad Lynn, Secretary 



BOROUGH OF COLUMBIA, PA 
DEMOLITION PERMIT APPLICATION 

APPENDIX A 
APPLICATION FOR CONSIDERATION OF ZONING PERMIT 

ZONING PERMIT APPLICATION# 
DATE OF RECEIPT/FILING: 

1-1 ARf) -- L/-JL 
7),t. 

t.t.

The undersigned hereby applies for approval under the Borough of Columbia Demolition Permit Ordinance, Chapter 105, 
of the demolition permit request contained herein: 

1. BUILDING/STRUCTURENEGETATIVE SCREENING/IMPERVIOUS SURFACE TO BE
DEMOLISHED:

•Si,.\ )ov� p;.p.t½ Stccl \St, SaJ� i:�+ts s+cuk 
; 

2. DATE WHEN DEMOLITION TO COMMENCE: I\ . .i;. r.:... P. _ __:_;_;_:-'------------

3. TIME DEMOLITION TO OCCUR: g, L.\ f-l rv----=---------------

4. INTENDED USE OF PROPERTY FOLLOWING DEMOLITION:

A. VACANT LOT:
B. SINGLE FAMILY HOME:
C. _MULTI-FAMILY HOME:
D. MOBILE HOME:
E. COMMERCIAL:
F. INDUSTRIAL:
G. INSTITUTIONAL:
H. OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY):

5. CUBIC FOOTAGE OF BUILDING/STRUCTURENEGETATIVE SCREENING/IMPERVIOUS 

SURFACE: n .. 1-lo ,P-r 'L

3. NAME OF APPLICANT:
ADDRESS:
PHONE NUMBER:
FAX:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:
.i..o,.,'\u;.�.11" C.,__,nry 

NAME OF OWNER (IF DIFFERENT FROM APPLICANT): J.. tir--•c.. � A.J''- r .. u .,i. '{ o1., ;-; 

ADDRESS: -Z.e, fe!,1.1,-1 .Sr.;v (J-ILC.. . slf",-fl-- 'k)c, 

Lf.t.t-< c. •. Iii r,. / ·7 t,oJ 







• Total area = 9,768ft²
• 4 parcels total, each containing 1 

housing unit
• Each parcel and housing unit will 

occupy the same square footage
• 1 Parcel = 1,980ft²
• 1 Housing unit = 990ft²

• Each parcel will have 462ft² in 
additional area (2 spaces per parcel) 
for parking

• 1,848ft² total for parking
• 59% of total lot area is proposed 

impervious coverage (units and 
parking)

• Total area (parking, unit, and remaining 
lot area) = 2,442ft² per parcel

• If necessary based on parcel 
area, the Land Bank will seek 
approval through Columbia’s 
Zoning Ordinance Section 220-
27: Flexible residential 
development option

222 ft

42ft
90 ft

Proposed 
Parking (8 

spaces)

Parking

Parcel Area

Total Development Area

Housing Unit

154 + 156 South Fifth Street: Conceptual Site Plan
Please note that this is only a preliminary conceptual site plan. A subdivision and land development plan will be provided 

at a later time for review by the Columbia Borough Planning Commission.
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April 18, 2023 
 
Jocelynn M. Ritchey, CDBG Program Specialist 
Lancaster County Housing and Redevelopment Authority 
28 Penn Square, Suite 200 
Lancaster, PA 17603 
 
Re: Borough of Columbia 2023 CDBG Application 
 200 Block of Union Street Improvements 
 Columbia Borough, Lancaster County, PA 
 
Dear Jocelynn: 
 
At a regularly scheduled meeting held on April 18, 2023, the Columbia Borough Planning 
Commission voted unanimously to provide support to Columbia Borough’s 2023 CDBG 
Application.  
 
Please contact me with any questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mary Wickenheiser, Chairperson  
Columbia Borough Planning Commission 
 
Copy: File 
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CDBG
Local

PHARE
Redev. Fund
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921 Spruce Street X X PHARE Private

Rehabilitation 

essentially 

completed. 

243 + 245 S. 5th Street X X PHARE PHARE

Sold to Habitat for 

Humanity. Habitat 

recorded their 

Land 

Development, 

Subdivision O&M, 

and easement 

agreements. 

Construction to 

begin shortly. 

154 S. Fifth Street + 

461 Avenue K
X X

After demolition 

RFP period, 

contractor 

selected. 

Preparing 

demolition permit 

materials.

156 S. Fifth Street X X

After demolition 

RFP period, 

contractor 

selected. 

Preparing 

demolition permit 

materials.

After some 

communication 

with the 

homeowner, have 

not heard from 

her or her 

attorney in 

several months.

149-151 Stump Ave X

318 Poplar Street X X

Basic site cleanup 

work has started. 

Currently 

preparing 

appropriate scope 

of work.

Completed 

appraisal and 

provided offer to 

homeowner. 

Currently awaiting 

their response. 

612 Franklin Street

149 S 5th Street XX

X X X

X

XX

PHARE PHARE

PHARE PHAREX233 S. Fifth Street

237-239 S.  Fifth 

Street
X X

X494 Manor Street X

XX

X

Local

CDBG Private XXX

XXX

XX

X X

XX

Local LOC

Local Private

Local Private

XX304 Cherry Street

324 Union Street X X

X X

208-210 Locust Street

511 Cherry Street

X X

XX551 Avenue H

839 Blunston Street X X CDBG Private X

PHARE PHARE

CDBG Private

Sold to Habitat for 

Humanity. Habitat 

recorded their 

Land 

Development, 

Subdivision O&M, 

and easement 

agreements. 

Construction to 

begin shortly. 

Holding for later 

phase of Fifth 

Street project
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