
 

 
 

COLUMBIA BOROUGH - HISTORICAL ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD  
Paul W. Myers Council Chambers 

April 10, 2024 - 7:00 PM  
 

 AGENDA  
This meeting will be live streamed via the Borough’s YouTube Channel as a convenience and is not meant 

to replace in-person participation in the meeting.    

1) Call to Order and Roll Call  
 

2) Moment of Silence 
 

3) Pledge to the Flag 
 

4) Minutes for Approval – March 13, 2024 - HARB Meeting  
 

5) New Business 
a)  Consider motion to recommend to Borough Council for the COA – 12 S 5th Street 

APPLICANT/OWNER:  Thomas and Eileen Nikolaus 
AGENT:    N/A 
CONTRACTOR:   TBD 
ALTERATION:   Replace doors and windows. Replace siding and 
roof. Wrap exposed wood surfaces with aluminum. Repaint brick surfaces and trim. 
 

6) Presentation of Administrative Approvals / In-Kind (information only)  
• 26 S 4th St – In-kind replacement of siding 

       
7) Public Comments and Questions 

 
8) Other Business 

 
9)  Motion to Adjourn  

 
Civility and Decorum:  Borough officials and members of the public are expected to     
conduct themselves with civility and to accord each other a measure of dignity and 
respect.  Shouting, foul language, personal insults, threats, and attacks or any conduct 
that disrupts the flow of business is out of order. 
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(Next Meeting May 8, 2024) 
 

If you are a person with a disability wishing to attend this meeting and require an 
accommodation to participate in the meeting, please contact the Columbia Borough Office at 
(717) 684-2467 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.   



 

 

April 5, 2024 

Borough of Columbia 
308 Locust St 
Columbia, PA 17512 
 
HARB Review for 12 South Fi�h Street, Columbia – permit #240026 
 
12 South Fi�h Street, Columbia was built as a single-family residence in 1865 (based on Historic York survey 
data).  The building has been modified to a mul�-family residence (permit applica�on) and some exterior 
modifica�ons have been made including pain�ng the brick and a rear addi�on. 
 
 The proposed Scope of Work includes: 
 

1. Replace all windows with the same size with grills to match exis�ng 
2. Replace rear casement windows with one double hung 
3. Delete window to le� of the side door 
4. Replace side door, keep front door as is 
5. Replace vinyl siding 
6. Wrap exis�ng wood sills, headers and bay window surfaces with aluminum 
7. Replace all roof shingles 
8. Replace spou�ng 
9. Paint exterior brick and trim 

 
Preserva�on Review 

1. Replace all windows with the same size with grills to match exis�ng 
Appropriate with condi�ons.  Based on the Columbia Borough Replacement Window 130-15.1 sec�on of the 
ordinance.  Verify the window sash will fit into the exis�ng frames and the sash will not change the size of the 
glass area.  Grill configura�on should match the exis�ng mu�n configura�on.  SISR: #6 
Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration 
requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in design, color, texture and, 
where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and physical 
evidence. 
 



2. Replace rear casement windows with one double hung 
Appropriate on a rear façade not visible from the streetscape.   

3. Delete window to le� to the side door 
Appropriate on modern rear addi�on. 

4. Replace side door, keep front door as is 
Appropriate - neither the side door or the front door are original to the house. 

5. Replace vinyl siding  
Appropriate – replacement in kind 

6. Wrap exis�ng wood sills, headers and bay window surfaces with aluminum 
Inappropriate - wrapping the bay window, especially, will significantly alter the character defining features 
including moulding profiles.  SISR: #2, #5, #6, #9 
 
The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive materials or 
alteration of features, spaces and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be avoided. 
 
Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that 
characterize a property will be preserved. 
 
Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration 
requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in design, color, texture and, 
where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and physical 
evidence.  

New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, features, 
and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and 
will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 
integrity of the property and its environment. 

 
7. Replace all roof shingles 

Appropriate with condi�ons.  Verify that the proposed materials will match the old in design, color, and 
texture, if possible.  SISR: #6 
Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration 
requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in design, color, 
texture and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by 
documentary and physical evidence.  

 
8. Replace spou�ng 

Appropriate with condi�ons.  Verify that the proposed materials will match the old in design half round (front) 
and k-guter (rear) and color, if possible.  SISR: #6 
 
Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration 
requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in design, color, 



texture and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by 
documentary and physical evidence.  

 
9. Paint exterior brick and trim 

Appropriate.  Pain�ng historic brick that is already painted is appropriate.   
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