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1. Sanitary Sewer Maintenance and Rent Discussion  
 

2. Review of Village Code – Chapter 186:  Brush, Grass and Weeds (Continued 
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To:    Fairport Village Board   
 
From:    Bryan L. White, Village Manager 
 
Re:         Sanitary Sewer Rents and Lateral Repair 
 
Date:    September 23, 2017 
 

Per the Village Code, the Village Board adopted legislation in 1975 that afforded them 
the option of instituting sewer rents as a means of producing revenue for the maintenance, repair 
and replacement of the sanitary sewer system in the Village of Fairport.  Per our records, we do 
not believe this mechanism for collecting rents has been pursued since its adoption except for 
one instance, which seems to have been project based. The current local law outlining the sewer 
rent process and its pricing model will be amended once the Village determines its desires for 
moving forward.  Should the Village Board establish a sewer rent, the official rate will be 
adopted as part of the annual budget process.   

 
The Village owns and operates approximately 116,000 linear feet or 22 miles of sanitary 

sewer main within its corporation limits.  The cost to fully replace with new pipe and 
infrastructure is approximately $70 million in addition to road repair and the invasive process of 
excavating Village streets.  The estimated cost to line the same infrastructure is $13.5 million 
and would not require the excavation of Village streets or the disruption in infrastructure.  Spot 
repairs will still be required where lining is not feasible and/or breaks occur, however the scope 
of this work will be much less than full replacement.   

 
Staff has outlined costs associated with maintaining the sanitary sewer system based on 

the following assumptions: 
 
Sanitary Sewer Main – Replacement 
Quantity:   116,369 linear feet or 22 miles 
Full Replacement Cost: $70 million 
Service Life:   100 years 
Annual Capital Cost:  $738,000 
Units contributing to Cost: 2,000 
Annual Sewer Rent/Unit: $369.24 
 
Sanitary Sewer Main – Lining 
Quantity:   116,369 linear feet or 22 miles 
Full Replacement Cost: $13.5 million 
Service Life:   50 years 
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Annual Capital Cost:  $229,000 
Units contributing to Cost: 2,000 
Annual Sewer Rent/Unit: $114.50 
 
Sanitary Sewer Lateral Replacement – R.O.W. ONLY 
*Average repair assumes 24’ of pipe replaced at a depth of 8’ and a width of 6’.   
 
Quantity:   10 Laterals 
Full Replacement Cost: $11,400 
Service Life:   50 years 
Annual Capital Cost:  $114,000 
Units contributing to Cost: $2,000 
Annual Sewer Rent/Unit: $57 
 
Per the assumptions above, staff would recommend the Board consider the lining option 

over full replacement due to the costs associated with the capital expense and the intrusiveness 
of the work and its impact on our infrastructure and residents.  Based on the how the Village 
bills the rents, will determine costs.  The examples given are based on equal unit pricing 
(parcels).  Should we bill utilizing water consumption and the amount of meters on each piece 
of property, these assumptions will change.  The Clerk-Treasurer’s Office is reviewing this 
pricing model with the Monroe County Water Authority.  Regardless of how the rents are 
calculated, staff does not recommend instituting a full sewer department and would rely on 
county contract pricing and other private organizations determined by a completive bidding 
process to conduct the work on our behalf.   

 
The Village applied for a grant approximately one year ago to enter into an agreement 

with the Environmental Protection Agency to facilitate a three year pilot program to study and 
analyze our sewer system in an effort to better plan and maintain our system.  Unfortunately, the 
Village was notified this summer we were not selected for this program.  DPW conducted some 
internal mapping and analysis this summer; however some analysis will require the assistance of 
an engineering firm.  Should the Village move forward with instituting a sewer rent, a 
comprehensive analysis will assist in determining which utilities are replaced first based on their 
age and structural integrity.     
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To:    Fairport Village Board   
 
From:    Bryan L. White, Village Manager 
 
Re:         Village Code Review – Chapter 186:  Brush, Grass and Weeds 
 
Date:    September 22, 2017 
 

Per the request of the Village Board at the August 29th Work Session, staff reviewed 
surrounding municipalities for comparison data regarding the height of grass before it violates 
code.  The Village’s current code states grass length must be more than 10” before it constitutes 
a violation.  The following examples are provided for your review: 

 
Municipality Grass Height  
Village of Brockport 10" 
Village of Churchville discretion of CEO 
T/V East Rochester 6" 
Village of Hilton discretion of CEO 
Village of Honeoye Falls discretion of CEO 
Village of Pittsford 6" 
Village of Webster 10" 
Town of Ogden 12" 
Town of Brighton 12" 
Town of Clarkson Town Board discretion 
Town of Gates discretion of CEO 
Town of Hamlin discretion of CEO 
Town of Irondequoit 6" 
Town of Perinton 4" 
Town of Pittsford  discretion of CEO 
Town of Sweden 10" 

 
At the request of legal counsel, the Village Board should adopt a grass length policy  

over leaving it up to the discretion of the Code Enforcement Officer (CEO) as it can be 
defensible in court should discretion ever come into question.  With that being said, discretion is 
still permissible per the CEO should circumstances dictate.  NYS previously had a policy of 
acceptable grass height up to 10”; however this standard was modified approximately a year ago 
and is at the discretion of the local municipality on acceptable grass length.  Staff would 
recommend a standard of 8” in addition to the amendments previously discussed last month 
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which include two day notice of violation and the ability to have private contractors conduct the 
work at Village discretion.   
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