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BILL NO. 3 - 2026

Moved by: Presidend Hill

An Ordinance amending Chapter 2-301 of Part 3 of the Administrative Code regarding
Departments Heads; Appointment and Duties; and Acting Heads, to update and clarify provisions
regarding such appointments.

WHEREAS, the government of the City of Harrisburg presently is structured through the
annual budget process to include seven (7) Departments, each of which shall be headed by a

Director appointed by the Mayor with the advice and consent of the Council; and

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Harrisburg wishes to update and clarify certain
provisions regarding appointments, providing for additional limitations on the use of funding

related to acting department heads.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
HARRISBURG, AND IT IS HEREBY ENACTED BY AUTHORITY OF THE SAME, as

follows:

Ch. 1-201.1.C PROVIDES “AMENDMENTS TO EXISTING LEGISLATION ARE TO
BE UNDERLINED; DELETIONS ARE TO BE INDICATED BY [BRACKETING] . ADDITIONS TO
PROPOSED LEGISLATION WHICH AMENDS EXISTING LEGISLATION SHALL BE

CAPITALIZED; DELETIONS SHALL BE INDICATED BY STRIKING (—) .”

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT TO THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE.
Part 3 of Title 2 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Harrisburg is hereby amended as follows:

“Part 3 (2-300), ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
Chapter 2-301
DEPARTMENTS and BUREAUS GENERALLY
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§ 2-301.5.C  Departments Heads; Appointment and Duties; Acting Heads
The Mayor may appoint an acting department head for a time period not to exceed 120 days
unless the appointment of such acting department head has been subject to the advice and

consent of Council. No individual may serve or be entitled to compensation as an acting

department head for more than 120 days during a Mayor's term of office, without the approval of

the Council. Upon expiration of the 120 day acting appointment period, if such individual has

not been approved by the Council as department head or for an extension of the 120 day period,

the Controller shall be prohibited from approving or issuing any further compensation associated

with such appointment. Nothing herein shall prohibit the Mayor and Council from authorizing an
acting department head to serve beyond 120 days, as circumstances dictate. EXCEPT AS SET

FORTH HEREIN, THE MAYOR IS PROHIBITED FROM APPOINTING AN INTERIM OR
OTHER TEMPORARY DEPARTMENT HEAD, AND THE CONTROLLER SHALL BE
PROHIBITED FROM APPROVING OR ISSUING ANY COMPENSATION ASSOCIATED
WITH ANY SUCH APPOINTMENT.

SECTION 2. DELEGATION. Appropriate City officials are authorized to take such actions as

are necessary to effectuate this ordinance.

SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY. If any provision, sentence, clause, section, or part of this
ordinance is for any reason found to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, such decision shall not

affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.

SECTION 4. REPEALER. All ordinances or provisions of ordinances inconsistent herewith are

hereby repealed insofar as they are inconsistent herewith.

SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall take effect in accordance with the law.
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