	
	Housing Committee

Monday, April 12, 2010

5:30 p.m.

Police Training Room, 4th Floor

Municipal Building, Jamestown, New York


MEMBERS PRESENT:
Chairman Paul Whitford, Steve Szwejbka, 
MEMBERS ABSENT:
Michael Taylor
OTHERS PRESENT:     
Council President Rabb, Building Inspector Todd Peterson, Fire Battalion Chief Johnston, Bruce Anderson, Bill Vogt, COI, Bob Graziano, Southern Tier Legal Services, Tami Downey, Brenda Strasser,  Harold Whitford, Councilman Dolce, Dave Painter, Debbie Patti
Chairman Whitford called the meeting to order.

The minutes from the March 22, 2010 meeting were approved

DUE TO A MALFUNCTION OF THE TAPE RECORDER, FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF THE DISCUSSION AT THE APRIL 22, 2010 HOUSING COMMITTEE MEETING.

PUBLIC COMMENT/PERSONS TO ADDRESS THE COMMITTEE
No one appeared to speak.

NEW BUSINESS
DISCUSSION ON RECOMMENDATIONS OF HOUSING SUB-COMMITTEE
Tenant issues and responsibilities were discussed.  Chairman Whitford indicated it was hard to deal with tenant issues without landlord issues.  He stated this meeting was an informational start as to what we are going to do.  Items discussed included:
· Standardized rental agreements

· Incentives for home improvements
· Education for tenants and landlords
· Communications between tenants and landlords
· Relationships with various agencies

Mr. Vogt, from COI discussed funding issues.  He is familiar with the issues and indicated not all issues are due to landlord/tenant fault.

Councilman Szwejbka  asked if a tenant has an issue, what rights do they have?  What is the overview?  The Department of Development has the Attorney General’s pamphlet regarding tenant landlord rights available in their office.  Tammy stated they are free.

Councilman Szwejbka :   The Police Department tries to mediate.

Mr. Garzio:  Southern Tier Legal Services is federally funded.  He explained processes.  They are a low income provider.  There is a screening process for eligibility.  Most calls meet income criteria.
Councilman Szwejbka:  Does the landlord group have representation?

Ms. Downey:  I utilize the court system.  Collecting on a judgment is a problem.

Councilman Szwejbka:  There is a need to create an avenue to protect landlords and tenants.

Ms. Downey:  I would like to see criminal charges for theft of services vs civil court.  This would be a deterrent.  If a tenant gets evicted there should be a required mediation class for theft of services.

Chairman Whitford:  There is the burden of proof.  It is still a civil matter.

Mr. Whitford:  discussed damages/theft of services.   Landlords would like to fix houses up.  Tenants don’t pay rent.  Landlords do not enjoy theft of services.  Loss of rent is the heart of the problem.  Over the last five years the loss is tens of thousands.  The landlords could use this lost money to improve property.
Ms. Downey:  Chapter 215 of the City Code is geared toward landlord responsibility and not tenant responsibility.  
Mr. Peterson:  Chapter 215 of the City Code is not about landlords or tenants.  It is about building codes.

Chairman Whitford:  A rental agreement should be standardized.  

Ms. Downey:  The State already has one.

Chairman Whitford:  There needs to be more education prior to renting.  It is hard to screen tenants.  We need to communicate that agreements protect both parties.

Ms. Downey:  There needs to be less of an agreement more of an informational booklet.  Education is part of the process.

Mr. Vogt:  The goal of COI is to help the tenant become an owner.

Chairman Whitford:  All are good components to improve relationships between tenants, owners and agencies.

Councilman Szwejbka:  What about rental deposits?  Can we do it?

Mr. Whitford:  Most of tenants get security deposits from COI under the landlord insurance program.  We cannot collect on utilities from tenants.

Councilman Szwejbka:  Can we hold State responsible for individuals?

Mr. Grazio:  No

Ms. Downey:  It is a competitive business.

BPU issues were discussed.

Councilman Szwejbka:  Education is key.

Mr. Grazio:  It would be helpful if Social Services could be involved to explain processes.

Ms. Downey:  We could use help with bi-lingual issues.

It was suggested that a Joint Neighborhood Project representative be invited to meetings to help with this issue.

Mr. Peterson explained the mini-sweep process.  Matters take 3 – 4 days to clear.

Chairman Whitford:  I will invite Mike Bradshaw from Code to attend meeting.

Ms. Downey:  We should invite tenants.

Chairman Whitford:  How do you choose?

Councilman Szwejbka:  Can we require training for tenants?

Mr. Whitford:  suggested training be required for problem tenants/landlords - optional for others.

Mr. Grazio:  suggested Police department representative attend meetings.

Chairman Whitford asked the representatives from REIA what would make their life easier.  Items suggested were:

· Jobs

· Better Clientele to rent to

· More consistent consequences 

· Money lost could be used to fix up homes

· Social Services include payment for trash as an essential service
Mr. Grazio:  Suggested that a representative from BPU attend meetings.
Chairman Whitford:  The ultimate goal is to improve relationships between tenants and landlords.

There will not be any Council Committee meetings on May 3rd.  The work session of City Council will be devoted to Neighborhood Revitalization Plan Review.  The next Housing Committee meeting will be held May 10, 2010 at 5:30 in the Police Training Room.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

James N. Olson

Director of Financial Services/City Clerk

