
September 15, 2015

Planning Commission ---     Proceedings by Authority
City of Jamestown, ss:

State of New York,
Mayor’s Conference Room

The regular meeting of the Planning Commission for the City of Jamestown, New York
was held on Tuesday, September 15, 2015 at 3:30 p.m.

Members Present: Chairman Paul Whitford, Jeff Lehman, James N. Olson, Paul Andalora,
Regina Brackman 

Members Absent: Jeff Nelson, Joe Trusso 

Others Present: Bill Rice, Jeff Hollern

Chairman Whitford called the meeting to order.  

SUIT-KOTE  CORPORATION  DEVELOPMENT  PROJECT  (153  JONES  AND
GIFFORD AVE.)

Mr. Rice: The  IDA is  requesting  lead  agency  status  to  direct  the  process  of  the
SEQR. They also recommend, and I would concur with them, to do it as a coordinated effort
with the City because a lot of the issues on the SEQR are addressed through the site plan, so I
think it’s important that we see the value in that.

Mr. Whitford: Some of the issues that we have with them are the zoning?

Mr. Rice: The first thing on the project itself; it’s going to require a zoning variance
because it’s  an expansion of a non-conforming use.  Larry and I  met  with the applicant  and
looked at what they’re proposing. It requires that to expand the non-conforming use. That’s in
the pipeline and it still requires a site plan review by the City Planning Commission. What the
request  is  right  now  is  for  the  SEQR and  their  environmental  review  process  and  they’re
requesting – because they’re looking for funding and a PILOT for the project and they have to
fill out a SEQR too as part of their requirements. The SEQR itself will ask questions that are
pertaining to the site plan so that’s why the coordinated review is an important step.

Mr. Whitford: In order for them to continue the funding…

Mr. Rice: For the project itself. I believe it’s a $3.2 million addition.

Mr. Whitford: Will we have any issues as far as whether we approve this or not? Have
you already discussed it with them?
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Mr. Rice: We’ve  discussed it,  but we still  need to  have a  site  plan developed to
address the issues that the SEQR is going to ask.

Mr. Rice: Technically we shouldn’t be doing two separate SEQRs, but we’ve got the
site plan review. It’s frowned on very heavily with the DEC. 

Mr. Olson: Have you seen plans?

Mr. Rice: All we saw was just the sketch.

Mr. Olson: So you’ll have something, an elevation and such by then?

Mr. Rice: I’m hoping for that.  Part  of the problem is  the applicant,  because he’s
looking for PILOT funding or whatever he’s doing with the IDA, he doesn’t want to get too deep
into what he has to prepare for us unless he figures out that that’s going to be a viable situation.
The SEQR becomes the distinctive part of it. To finalize the SEQR, you have to have enough of
that information in front of us so that we can evaluate drainage and wetlands and all the rest of it.

Mr. Olson: Sure. But Jeff asked for the elevation last time.

Mr. Rice: So that money could – commit a lot of money into developing a site plan
without acknowledgement of the funding source………..

Mr. Andalora: But  they’ve  done  some  work  to  the  site,  right?  They’ve  knocked  a
building I think?

Mr. Rice: I believe so, but of course it’s expanding on the facility plus the site. Still
it will be part of the project. That would be for investigating in the drainage issues, what the
relationship is for potential wetlands over there. Being where it’s located it’s not really the best
area for that. 

Mr. Lehman: Spill containment and all kinds of issues.

Ms. Brackman: There is no residence there, that’s higher up on Lister right?

Mr. Rice: It’s kind of separated by railroad tracks from residential  areas,  but still
byproducts to a residential area could be smells, could be lighting, could be a lot of different
things that don’t have to be directly next to you to address. So we have to see those things to
address the SEQR.

Mr. Whitford: What’s the timeframe? When is that going to go? Will they be ready for
the Zoning?

Mr. Olson: Zoning is October 7th.

Mr. Whitford: October 7th, that’s three weeks away.
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Mr. Rice: Right and Planning would be at least, if that’s October’s meeting, it might
be better for November. I’m not even sure where they stand with developing the site plan so if
they don’t get anything completed, we can’t go forward with anything like that.

Mr. Whitford: So we’re just getting in the approval for the IDA.

Mr. Rice: But I would also stipulate coordinating with legal.

Mr. Olson moved, seconded by Mr. Lehman to designate the CCIDA as the lead agency to
conduct a coordinated site plan review pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act
(SEQR) in regards to a development project for the Suit-Kote Corporation. 

Carried 6-0

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

James N. Olson, Director of Financial Services/City Clerk
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