THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

July 16, 2024 Legislative Session Day
Legislative Session Day July 16, 2024
CODE HOME RULE
BILL NO. 5-2024

INTRODUCED BY: Ronald H. Fithian, President of the Board of County Commissioners for Kent
County, Maryland.

AN ACT concerning Chapter 120 Pawnbrokers and Secondhand Dealers of the Code of Public
Local Laws of Kent County, Maryland.

FOR the purpose of clarifying definitions to not include a firearm purchased or sold in a
transaction regulated by a federal firearms license.

BY repealing Chapter 120 Pawnbrokers and Secondhand Dealers and reenacting with
amendments Chapter 120 Pawnbrokers and Secondhand Dealers, Section 120-2 Definitions
herein.

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

Ronald H. Fithian, President

INTRODUCED, read the first time, July 16, 2024, ordered posted and public hearing scheduled on July

30, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. in the County Commissioners Hearing Room, R. Clayton Mitchell, Jr., Kent
g

County Government Center, 400 High Street, Chestertown, Maryland.
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By Order of: g

AR W~ N

ondra M. Blackiston, Clerk

PUBLIC HEARING

HAVING been posted and notice of the time and place of the hearing and copies made available to the
public and the press, a public hearing was held on 2024. Reported favorably fwitht[without]
amendments; read the second time and ordered to be considered on 0%/ Z0 , 2024, a legislative
session day.
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A BILL ENTITLED CHR 5-2024 PAWNBROKERS AND SECONDHAND DEALERS

SECTION 1. NOW THEREFORE BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND that Chapter 120, Section 120-2 Definitions, is hereby repealed
and reenacted with amendments to exclude gun sales as follows:

Chapter 120
PAWNBROKERS AND SECONDHAND DEALERS

§ 120-1. Declaration of Legislative Intent.

It is the intent of this Chapter is to regulate the purchase, sale, record-keeping, and reporting of certain
transactions involving used items of value within Kent County Maryland; to prevent the transfer of lost,
stolen or other illegally obtained items not regulated under Article 12, Business Regulation Article,
Annotated Code of Maryland; and to enhance the traceability and recovery of lost, stolen or illegally
obtained items. Title 12 of the Business Regulation Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland
generally regulates all transactions dealing with secondhand precious metal objects, coins, or
numismatic items and this Chapter 120 is not intended to supersede same.

§ 120-2. Definitions.
As used in this Chapter, the following terms shall be defined as follows:

ANTIQUE DEALER - A person whose primary retail trade is buying and selling objects made in, or
typical of, an earlier period of time, that either have special value because of their age or are examples of
works of art or handicrafts.

ITEM - Any piece or thing of tangible personal property including, but not limited to, a household
appliance, personal computer, compact disc player, digital video disc player, power tool, camera,
firearm, radio, television set, video game system, video game accessory or component, stereo
equipment, documents, drawings, paintings, or works of art, or any costume jewelry, AND FIREARM.
A FIREARM THAT IS PURCHASED OR SOLD IN A TRANSACTION THAT IS
REGULATED BY A FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE IS NOT INCLUDED.

PAWNBROKER - A person who engages in Pawnbroker Transactions.

PAWNBROKER OR SECONDHAND DEALER ESTABLISHMENT A place of business where
pawnbroker transactions or secondhand dealer transactions occur. The terms “pawnbroker” or
“secondhand dealer establishment” include either or both the individuals or persons operating the
business and its fixed place of business, as applicable.

PAWNBROKER TRANSACTION

An act of, or engaging in the act of, lending money on the deposit or pledge of tangible personal
property other than secondhand precious metal objects, coins, or numismatic items; or purchasing
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tangible personal property, other than secondhand precious metal objects, coins, or numismatic items, on
the condition of reselling the property to the seller at a stipulated price.

PERSON - An individual, corporation, partnership of any kind, business trust, limited liability conipany,
or any other type of business entity legally recognized under the laws of the State of Maryland.

REGULATED BUSINESS - A pawnbroker, secondhand dealer, or other person engaging in any
business, or conducting any business or transaction, described in this § 120-2.

A. Regulated Business does not include:

1. A charitable, religious, or nonprofit organization, if the exchange of items for
consideration is incidental to the organization's primary activity;

2. An antique show, trade show, convention, or auction. In order to qualify under this
exemption, the activity must be of no more than seven (7) days in duration at any
individual location within Kent County within any twelve (12) month period;

3. An antique dealer.
4, A Scrap Metal Dealer

5. Automobile dealerships dealing in new or used automobiles, trucks, and other vehicles,
and auto parts.

6. A used clothing mart or store.

7. Notwithstanding the foregoing, any of the persons described in items 3 through 6 hereof
shall be considered a regulated business to the extent the person deals with items not
falling within the definition of their respective businesses.

SCRAP METAL DEALER - A person meeting the definition of a “Junk Dealer” or “scrap metal
processor” under § 17-1001 (f) 1 through 2 of the Business Regulation Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland.

SALE or PURCHASE — The acquisition or disposition of an item for consideration, whether cash, trade,
other item, or anything of value.

SECONDHAND DEALER - A person that engages in secondhand dealer transactions.

SECONDHAND DEALER TRANSACTION - An act of, or engaging in the act of, purchasing items
other than secondhand precious metal objects, coins, or numismatic items, and offering the tangible
personal property to the public for sale, trade, barter, or other consideration.
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SECTION 2. BE IT FURT'{_%:R ENACTED by the County Commissioners of Kent County that this
Act shall take effect on the 4Hay of(kfober 2024.

Read Third Time (L wdust 20 . 2024

PASSED thisZ0fay of August: 2024,

Failed of Passage
By Order of:
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éondra M. Blackiston, Clerk
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ORDERED a fair summary thereof of the entire bill shall be published in at least one newspaper of
general circulation in the County, not less than three times at weekly intervals within a four-week

period.
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