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Proposed Land Use Regulation Text Amendment 

(Changes shown in bold strikeout and double underline) 

 

50.08.003 DESIGN VARIANCES 

// 

3. GENERAL DESIGN VARIANCE CRITERIA  

The reviewing authority shall only approve a design variance if it determines that the following criteria have been 

met. 

a.    The applicant demonstrates that:  

i. Compliance with the applicable standard is not practicable due to the physical characteristics of the site or 
existing structure; or  

ii. An alternative design will better accomplish the purposes, goals, or objectives of the base district and any 
adopted plan or overlay district applicable to the property. 

b. The applicant demonstrates that the proposed variance will: 

i. Result in a project that is exceptional in the quality of detailing, appearance and materials; or 

ii. Create a positive unique relationship to other nearby structures, views or open space;. or 

iii. If in the DRD (within R-2 only), the variance is necessary to create a complementary relationship with a 
viable existing structure on an abutting lot that is not designed in the Lake Oswego style. 

//  

4. DOWNTOWN REDEVELOPMENT DESIGN DISTRICT VARIANCE CRITERIA, EXCEPT WITHIN R-2 

The reviewing authority shall approve a variance to the design requirements in LOC 50.05.004.5 through 50.05.004.7 

if it determines that the application meets: 

a. At least one of the criteria in subsections i. through v.: 

i. The variance is necessary to create a complementary relationship with a viable existing structure on an 
abutting lot that is not designed in the Lake Oswego style; 

ii. Compliance with the applicable standard is not practicable due to the physical characteristics of the site or 
existing structure; 

iii. The variance is necessary to allow a unique building function of a permitted use in the zone;  

iv. The variance is necessary to allow one or more of the following features where the feature exceeds the 
minimum requirements of LOC Ch. 50 and other city regulations: 
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(1) renewable energy production (solar, geothermal, or wind); 

(2) enhanced indoor air quality; 

(3) use of daylight for interior lighting; 

(4) protection of views of Lakewood Bay or Mount Hood; 

(5) acoustic building performance; 

(6) water efficiency, such as rainwater harvesting; 

(7) increased seismic resiliency; or 

v. The alternative design better accomplishes the objectives of East End Redevelopment Plan or the 
objectives and principles of the Urban Design Plan.  

b. And the variance: 

i. Results in a project that is exceptional in the quality of detailing, appearance and materials; and 

ii. Creates a positive unique relationship to other nearby structures, views or open space, and 
streetscapes.  

a. The general design variance criteria in LOC 50.08.003.3.a and LOC 50.08.003.3.b; or 

b. The applicant demonstrates that the variance is necessary to create a complementary relationship with a viable 
existing structure on an abutting lot that is not designed in the Lake Oswego style. 

//  

 




