
ORDINANCE NO.2035

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A MIL]TARY EQUIPMENT USE POLICY

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNry OF MERCED, STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1: Findings:

A. On Septembet 30, 2021, Governor Gavin Newsom signed into law Assembly Bill 481 , relating
to the use of military equipment by law enforcement agencies.

B. Assembly Bill 481 , codified at California Govemment Code sections 7070 through 7075,
requlres law enforcement agencies to obtain approval of the applicable governing body, by an
ordinance adopting a "military equipment" use policy, at a regular meeting held pursuant to open
meeting laws, prior to taking certain actions relating to the funding, acquisition, or use of military
equipment. The term "military equipment" is defined in California Government Code section 7070.

C. Assembly Bill 481 allows the governing body of a County to approve the funding, acquisition,
or use of military equipment within its jurisdiction only if it makes specified determinations.

D. The proposed Military Equipment Use Policy is found within Merced County District Attomey's
Office Policy No. 705, set forth in Exhibit '4".

E. Merced County District Attorney's Office Policy No. 705 was published on the Merced County
District Attomey's Office website on September 21, 2023. Merced County District Attorney's Office
Policy No. 705 was presented to the Merced County Board of Supervisors on October 24, 2023.

F. Merced County District Attomey's Ofiice Policy No. 705 meets the requirements of Califomia
Government Code section 7070, subdivision (d).

SECTION 2. Determinations: Based on the findings above, in addition to information provided
to the Board of Supervisors at the public meeting, the Board of Supervisors determines as follows:

1. The military equipment identified in Merced County District Attorney's Office Policy No. 705 is
necessary, because there are no reasonable alternatives that can achieve the same objectives of
officer and civilian safety.

2. Merced Coung District Attorney's Office Pollcy No. 705 will safeguard the public's welfare,
safety, civil rights, and civil liberties.

3. The military equipment identified in Merced County District Attorney's Office Policy No. 705 is
reasonably cost effective compared to available alternatives that can achieve the same objective
of officer and civilian safety.

4. Merced County District Attorney's Office Policy No. 705 set forth in Exhibit "A' is approved and
adopted.

SECTION 3, Validity: lf any section, subsection, sentence, clause, word, or phrase of this
ordinance is held to be unconstitutional or otheruise invalid for any reason, such decision shall
not affect the remainder of this ordinance. The Board of Supervisors hereby declare that they



would have passed this ordinance, and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, word or
phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that one or more section, subsection, sentence, clause,
word, or phrase be declared invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 4. Enactment: This ordinance shall become effective and be in full force on and after
thirty (30) days of its passage and adoption, and prior to the expiration of fifteen (15) days from
the passage and adoption thereof, shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation printed
and published in the County of Merced, State of California, together with the names of the
members ofthe Board of Supervisors ofthe County of Merced, voting for or against the same.

The foregoing ordinance was passed and adopted by the Board of Supervisors of the County of
Merced, State of California, at a regular meeting thereof held on the 24th day of October, 2023 by
the following vote:

SUPERVISORS:

AYES: Scott M. Silveira, Josh Pedrozo, Daron McDaniel, Lloyd Pareira, Jr.

NOES: None

ABSENT: RodrigoEspinosa

Merced County Board of Supervisors

Attest:

Raul Lomeli Mendez
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors of the
County of Merced, State of California

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LECAL EFFECT
MERCED COUNTY COUNSEL

,yBy:

Scott M. Silvelra, Chairman

FORREST VV HANSEN

By:



Merced County District Attorney's
Office Bureau of lnvestigation

Policy Manual

Military Equipment Use

. ,. 705.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
'. The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines for the approval, acquisition, and reporting
.' iequirements of military equipment (Government Code S 7070; Govemment Code S 707'l;

Government Code S 7072).

7os.r.r oerrNtrrorvs
Definitions related to this policy include (Govemment Code S 7070):

Goveming body - The elected or appointed body lhat oversees the Bureau.

Military equipment - lncludes but is not limited to the following:

Unmanned, remotely piloted, powered aerial or ground vehicles.

Mine-resistant ambush-protected (MRAP) vehicles or armored personnel carriers.

: . High mobilig multipurpose wheeled vehicles (HMM\AIV), two-and-one-half-ton truc*s,
five-ton trucks, orwheeled vehicles that have a breaching orentry apparatus attached.

. Tracked armored vehicles that provide ballistic protection to their occupants.

I . Command and control vehicles that are either built or modified to facilitate the
operational control and direction of public safety units.

. Weaponized aircraft, vessels, or vehicles of any kind.

. Battering rams, slugs, and breaching apparatuses that are explosive in nature. This
does not include a handheld, one-person ram.

Firearms and ammunition of .50 caliber or greater, excluding standard-issue shotguns
, and standard-issue shotgun ammunition.

, . Specialized firearms and ammunition of less than .50 caliber, including firearms and
' accessories identified as assault weapons in Penal Code S 30510 and Penal Code S

30515, with the exception of standald-issue firearms.

. Any firearm or firearm accessory that is designed to launah explosive projec'tiles.

. Noise-flash diversionary devices and explosive breaching tools.

. Munitions containing tear gas or OC, excluding standard, service-issued handheld

. pepper spray.

. TASER@ Shockwave, microwave weapons, water cannons, and long-range acoustlc
devices (LRADs).

. Kinetic energy weapons and munitions.

. Any other equipment as determined by a goveming body or a state agency to require
additional oversight.
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705.2 POLTCY
It is the policy of the Merced County District Attorney's ffice Bureau of lnvestigation that members
bf tfris bureau comply with the provisions of Govemment Code S 7071 with respect to military
equipment.

705.3 MILITARY EQUIPMENT COORDINATOR
The Chief of lnvestigations should designate a member of this bureau to act as the military
equipment coordinator. The responsibilities of the military equipment coordinator include but are
hot limited to:

(a) Acting as liaison to the goveming body for matters related to the requirements of this
policy.

, (b) ldentifying bureau equipment that qualifies as military equipment in the current
, possession of the Bureau, orthe equipmentthe Bureau lntends to acquire that requires

approval by the goveming body.

(c) Conducting an inventory of atl mititary equipment at least annually.

' (d) Collaborating with any allied agency that may use military equipment within the
, iurisdiction of Merced County District Attomey's Office Bureau of lnvestigation

(Government Code S 7071).

' (e) Preparing for, scheduling, and coordinating the annual community engagement
: tneeting to include:

1. Publicizing the details of the meeting.

i 2. Preparing for public questions regarding the bureau's funding, acquisition, and
use of equipment.

0 Preparing the annual military equipment report for submission to the Chief of
lnvestigations and ensuring that the report is made available on the bureau website
(Government Code S 7072).

(g) Establishing the procedure for a person to register a complaint or concern, or how that
. person may submit a question about the use of a type of military equipment, and how

the Bureau will respond in a timely manner.

705.4 MILITARY EQUIPMENT INVENTORY
The following constitutes a list of qualifying equipment for the Bureau:

; (a) SpecializedFlrcarms/Ammunition-LessThan.S0Caliber

Sig Sauer LE 400 AR-15 Rinc(.223)

(21　̈　̈
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`      Can・
・y Provides ofiicers the ability to engage hostile

suspects at distances generally greater than the
effective distrance of their handguns. Additionally,
AR-15 rifles ofier advantages over handguns, such
as increased accuracy potential and the ability to
defeat soft body annor.

20r.s

The AR-15 is a lightweight, mdgazine fed semi-
automatic version of the M16 rifle sold for civilian
and law enforcement use in the United States.

Th!An G b.not&r&r. s.po.rh.b.. qreooaatshrloil sd d htluLr.id @illed

illoa fm AR-l3 rdm I .4.lrG o(fdn9 qulsld, rC lte @t UEI . rbd vil! io6h! tm

iiry b. dlploFd h rnudhr itc..n hUIg&

.LJb 
Sp.n

M.ilrarcr Odpr$

PuFaa

Aulb.ld UE

CGtr

slrd walng body ffi.|'ed wlh B ibdd hil rb, qrtir @ d.ftc&! lE .l hE

auoa, a bdlcadad q$d qvhar lh.o b a 6ad b Mta gEcad ! @pcdr i6Ftr

l,illd C€t S2.000r0

fcocdnht C6E:50

leirncn@ C@15&55(E F rii.rNry O lsrs

Y.ar 06lrhd 20Zl

RN●

““

T口いng

…

HM tulM: Oeprimil tund8

Bu皓
"or― ● lbn3日け 3043,Pml劇 餞

B|Jtu d lluiC.lbc Polry:'& t !. d Fod

(b) Less Lethaland Specialty lmpact Munitlons Equipment

Ilc.dtlbo

'ChanUy

C.pab[iy

.Lt Span

Umuftaw OmiAfon

I

P― e

RdrlrEbn 8r0 P6, Mion, t2.Grrgs Shob@

(2) tudlng0d 8r0 te Latrd Sho€e6 (85) DaO $ablLed i2-G.u!. Ber B.€ Rdd

Efrffi 6i€a.16hti.l lrpadwp

?h R.fihgb 070 B. mD e&n lhoEm mELcfund ft. puulq Iil ant(amil aU dliLry ua,

wtffi. Thc !&d h.. iE, qllnd.rdol€ h.ogIlilm 9.rt ru@ !,rnhboCohot.id Cugr c &.

rr,lge. Th. reE t n$ad hn a slu bbt of .iaaa &. @ldh frr€lh ar, ndn BcdQ M tht

md tthdhg.id M,rIno rfilL slrE lh! sdim

Th dr.O .sintld l2{6wr Bd b a mrdEd 12{a4€ 8rE{ lo.dd ffi . 40 gm 5{ 8[4ed

bro mrd. tom s e d b€Uldc U.nd s.rd il6 i.tth 38 rfu ttb d.4n UIe! to , lbdiahg bI3

{d !m& po$dr o iro pr.a5ol Thb rcrd h& a dodv of 270 H F @td wffft. Dalmfr

etadlE rs!. ol75 k L

To d.doy d..g eblld l2{ou!o bs b.O didr lo !.faiy dE dt€l lrldddtE hElvlrle *d .m,

d .msd HhrlduCr

iLy b. *Dloyld b knFd b letsd e[scth0 {5&ltlrD. iadLh d Odtwildng bhtr/bt

cOwnghtLox:pd,LLC 2023r09720,All Rights Reserved
Puttshed with perrnission by Merced County DiSHct

Attomeゾs Orce Bu鴫 ほu of:nvesugaoon

Military Equipment Use - 3



Merced County Distttct Attomey's Ottce Bureau oflnveslgalon
Policy Manual

Military Equipment tJse

…
」 lnldd C6t $5m

R*unlr€ Ccl30

M.llwucosil0

Yar.Obbhdi Uil@n

How P!r!ria!.d OepilGd ftmdi

R.qJLd ldhriC ahilr-CAFGTdifi.dhr LthC@d8m t.sldnd@hl9htltcAFosT6{fdld

h$CwrorE iffi.Mqur$6ll[

,^,-t, 
iIdC@Dty ObMAEn il.Oro. tolc1lP.*l(n.dcErgyPEl*G*h{ic

ftdprlrr

Arouy

Okf

(.1

C.Ddry

.!.

' 
,t 

.SFn

. trderEDcsbdon

tuquiod T6hll

ffiy

DrdPbi

Arsotly

C.t bffy

lh. Slmddon M6 $ Mn d on h GEk l, $dt dgol. llduding h qmrdoo bdl toi

6ld a$6u, end €Gty{tro, .Io, llolnnbn @id3 to bo fird Bftly io.i a fuiaabnd Glbd. 17

ffipld6.

Vans

Tha Slmr{lon @Mdon Lh rruie 616ld f@m hhkE ri'& daalOc b [t tm uldr M d6

Iilrlrl{dd.id Mltr.liG.b.{Iff 6.t6.trdVFlobrd6fir$.d!.tFdkdct llllg

siltoclby&ilnC lh.@rbe.@mrt ddllytyt@. trd&! rrslelan$tlEdLc0,c.

tumm$lgwt0urHlct{ lorb8 lrt y.

wpoe Tlr tfr! antaro br6b ,I@G bd&d oMrlq

Rqdry Ood t0

lrdnbne CosE E0

Yes 00rah6d: tha@i

liqf, Ptrcbs.d: DcDrlod furaa

A,@ Fffid urdargo lDGvla lEh hardille Mclbt rtd !6ElobaGl, hhlngwliff &

dudad ud{ E 9m drudrnon Dbld 9l.dm

u*d 6.hhii9 prrF* dr.

Io$b.r! t36 U[n X.a fA G{C. Struitlo Srrot$n

M6het9 E35 uEs M.o, 12 sfllge SnoEs cm6lm

(r)

dlairl&a slbn shrhHon di& b ba fid $hly t6 ! tn6od 12 g&gr liloaabsg Jdlun

dettd@

uiln ddy oqui!@il rr.l gldB r.rlblooDdbEl E@{, shnE &ld qdftg,

A/lffidur krormi'rtprp6E6r.

ffi lillc c6r 3gm/h.dr

Copyright Lexipol, LLC 2023/09/20, All Rights Resewed.
Published ulth permission by Mercsd County District
Attomays Offce Bureau of lnvesligation

Military Equipmant Use - 4



Merced County District Attomey's Office Bureau of lnvestigation
Policy Manual

Millila4/E9urpment tJse

Lito Span

t urrufaau oetqlon

.R.QuH T6lSg

Th. Slmunibo @ffibo Ht p.orid.! Bl Frld th.m hlilno wiu d.rbnr D n lM uaala ffi de

w@.nrk€turbG

hdhiduel.nd hm in doB. th. nr oitr r 0rat€ hhng

a dqod drrty BDo,r.d fc ! ioi{.tr.ldddgrdHy d,

h!run utld wl0q, drrdho edo!. lr{uy.

ntrc" Todh.@r6!$rhlilsft(eil.nthlnh0.m6mdalturEs!@utrtulsbffi0

: shly wih dlly Aubmil tl€l prodso Edidic oF6lbrC ncdL .hfe .nd cfanno.

Arlutld u9 us ra bhhg FrFos mry.

tu rrucdssm

;

I

.R.qrrirrd 
T6lnlrB

:

AnrEmy

(c) Specialty lmpact Munitions

O€slpton

Ar.illy

C.Fbiiry

Ll6 SP8n

'thuL@Er D6alp[rm

i

PuapGa

tulhdbd UE

CG

R@rilBCd$

U.hEEE CcB50

Ysroblaha(t UnlnM

'i{tu.CEt 
d:D.Fmiltuilk

Bll@ 960@l u.lrqeo r|$d@ ft€m bdfng heado and !@* bsod dnlig riidr aE

6nad uing e t2 !.rA. dmundoo 3mg6 plrabrfr

U$d trhhlng ms ont

Sfiudlhn on &d!a rcudr h hdo0s a$ar

(450) ofrr6o gmi GXr) @rtldgs.l8r.3', eI (fd @ h emrdo lrbEun afir0e H0)

Thb b. rcHgralbnd @nlbr 6ed tor hidry pl@ qly, wh6 ufrz.d h. pilbl616r bml

tiinillg d$6,m dlo0o[ lil a.&diE dCC rr 25 f6tl

(5) ye.r sel lrb

Th. FX

,rt M . daLEantOaEd. slr{ofilDla old BUig @mround il lha EEat IE ritlra ia9a!!r

tua@.esnledlhuld tsUElly,

Th6ffidgci & ffi b cbbh.*rrdMEd o[lM pldmdh ! !.hllE€rwrcha&

U*d b. Etlil! FrDecr crly.

lnljEl Cc Sg@rc.r (500 6Ftdg6,

Rdtrl,lg CoS: g,

lilaiffiE CcE 80

Ydoblah.(t UnkM

Hil fucnas€dr t egdmd hrhdr

8uB prsn l rrdalo rlwl lBrdii! h&din ard !@rt b6ad tahlog whl* eaidudad

u.t€. 9m liMtl6 9tbl pb6m.

UdturldEpre6ly.

3T A.d6 Prc hc Etstrt Crddgt

CoMght Lexlpol, LLC 2023/09/20, All Rlghts Reserved.
Published wilh perm'ssion by Mercsd County Oistrlct
Altomeys Offic€ Bureau of lnves$ga0on

;

Military Equipment Use - 5



Merced County District Attomey's Office Bureau of lnvestigation
Policy Manual

: Military Equipment Use

ti

ヽ
::      Lap10n
O■

0‐●

Copabl●

珈 mlle「

…

12 gouo. dumrry cdd!.. btrly h.n. Ml wnn ABS plac{c lEd

(19) 12 g.s e5u erllga; (34I4o cdibr oddg6: (.aa) tdi en ra06 (rnrE{n Md.6rn}

rNr b ! btr* orHdg. lnap*r. d lrhg . i[ pEidra

(s)p.hdl[b

rhb dt g. 8il6 Frp. noh. End wroo cfd. rbll& rillml tt!' 4, lhF Folecale. TE ST

tcl. nd du6bL (irmy @ida ffiltua .rd hs

b Gad !r lr mhse.. dfry. .d,ly..i, E hrrE.Blrd6 wil{r'ld. th- 100e.

I! !rirfr!, cdt6 rc dactnad b dbo'tq CtdttC Flt G.rfie. cun h.rd€ dnb d

tji.d td !.bhg Flrpos ody.

lnilal Cd: Sao,Da tz' atto6)

Roorli{ Cos t0

M.mlwC@it0

YsOt slnod: Ur*lffi

klM:&pmFurdt

ErH p.cml u&Oo lF6,lc fltm h.dng liltudio and qado ba.d bahlrE tNikh aE

ddud.d udng ttnl( EdidgE h 12 gaE. CDtu d.6dd

tlad tc r&iirg Frrpo$r ont

Umnmd Antd syffi (U S,

I

Fly, ll@. mdetl vt.o, lld wo, 9m9691ry

:,"5ys6

E tyLEllrASqrrFdfihatl€Rrdd6ad,oli,f Pl&ryDiir.M €fi.d6ff.d E

dhclErd olEd. enlho

ftoid. *d.l FEI &, b'x onibHd oDdad@, arbl

h !6161pa6pGdia, Only auttqbd oFanh ffi

ha[ @rd.d rh! qulGd Eldn! lHl bG F itud b cF.tu Uc t AS. (ta ofvLlon.nlrenm

bdldgy b pedirsla h vLstig M oly$lf,G 0ro la D FlLdd prilcy ltLE{ or whn ln

6pao@ u'dt a Ennt dM ori6r.

hrdat cGr 5125:r.i,

tu.MCC6$:S0

lldnbdE cd S951F.. btEy

bPuffiaad:ofrllmtfurd3

Al uAS opcEm hoE F^A P.rt tO7 Bttm.id s [c..E .t by h F.dml Avbtbnldilltthmloo

(FAA) t, tlAs op6Etbn

FAA P.n 107

M.r6d Coirnry offi lmmyr 66 FolEr6& u@nnrd M Sy.tm

. (d)塾 Ш堕□墜己』コ璽重J」壁LL上2璽堕墨旦△ШLLェQttШ」ШttШ山墨

…

ReqndTa n的

…

tuqukld Tralil[o

AJuEiry

●●螂 pl● |

Qu3崎

Capabl●

¨ rnller…

…

0坤Ⅲ ght LexipOl,LLC 2020920,All Rlghts Reserved

Pub‖ shed with pemissi● ●by Mer"d County Dittct
Attomers鋪∞ Bun“ u of hve舗

"」

on

M‖ :tary Equ:pnlent use… 6



Merced County District Attorney's Office Bureau of lnvestigation

Mi ila″ E9υゎmear υse

Policy Manual

705.5 APPROVAL
the Chief of lnvestigations or the authorized deslgnee shall obtain approval ftom the governing

body by way of an ordinance adopting the military equipment policy. As part of the approval
process, the Chief of lnv€stigations or the authorized designee shall ensure th€ proposed military
equipment policy is submitted to the goveming body and is available on the bureau website at
ieast 30 days priorto any public h6aring conceming the military equipment at i$sue (Govemment
Code S 7071). The military equipmenl policy must be approved by the governing body prior to
engaging in any of the following (covemment Code S 7071):

. (a) Requesting military equipment made available pursuant to 10 USC S 2576a.

(b) Seeking funds for military equipment, including but not limited to applying for a grant,
: soliciting or accepting private, local, state, or federal funds, in-kind donations, or other

donations or transfers.

' (") Acquiring military equipment either permanently ortemporarily, including by borrowing' 
or leasing.

(d) Cotlaborating with another law enforcement agency in the deployment or olher us€ of
military equipment within the jurisdiction of this bureau.

(e) Using any new or existing military equlpment for a purpos6, in a manner, or by a person
not previously approved by the governing body.

(f) Soliciting oi responding to a proposalfor, orentering intoan agreem€ntwith, any other

, peftnn or entity to seek funds for, apply to receive, acquire, us6, or collaborate in the
, use of military equipment.

(g) Acquiring military equipment through any means not provided above.

ios.o coonomAnoN wrH orHER JuRlsDrcrroNs
Military equipment should not be us6d by any other law €nfiorcement agency or member in this
jurisdiction unless the military equipment is approved for use in accordance with this policy.

it i, *rron praclice for local, state, and federal law enforcEment agencies to requ€st resources
and military equipment for incidents including but not limited to, searci waffants, bafficaded
suspec,ts, large scale crime scsnes, search and rescue operations, protests, riob, and other
bmergency operations conducted to restore public safety. Likewise, the Bureau may temporary
use or borrow equipment from other local, state, and federal law enforcament agencies for
incidents including but not limited to those already listed above.

The coordination and collaboration with other law enforcement agencies regarding lhe sharing of
military equipment, which has already been approved by each respective goveming body, is often

necessary to insure public safety, when all other resources or altemali\res have failed or cannot

achieve the same objective. The Bureau may collaborate wilh another law enforcement agency in

the deployment or other use of military equipment listed in the Bureau's or other agency seeking
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i
pssistance military equipment use policy within Merced County. All borrowed military equipment
from other law enforcement agencies, shall be used in accordance with Bureau policy, applicable
laws and only by individuals with proper training.

705.7 ANNUAL REPORT
Upon approval of a military equipment policy, the Chief of lnvestigations or the authorized
designee should submita military equipment reportto the governing bodyforeach type of military
equipment approved within one year of approval, and annually thereafter for as long as the military

bquipment is available for use (Govemment Code S 7072).

The Chief of lnvestigations or the authorized designee should also make each annual military
equipment report publicly available on the bureau website for as long as the military equipment
is available for use. The report shall include all information required by Govemment Code 57472
for the preceding calendar year for each type of military equipment in bureau inventory.

705.8 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Withln 30 days of submitting and publicly releasing the annual report, the Bureau shall hold at
ieast one well-publicized and conveniently located community engagement meeting, at which

the Bureau should discuss the report and respond to public questions regarding the funding,

acquisition, or use of military equipment.

General questions or conoerns will be routed to the Supervising lnvestigator for response.

The Supervising lnvestigator shall track all inquiries and responses for inclusion in the Military

Equipment Use Report.

inquiries can be made in the following manner:

. In person: District Attomey's Office - Merced or Los Banos locations

. Telephone: (209) 385-7383

: . Mail: Merced County District Attomey's Office - 550 W. Main St., Merced, CA 95340

i . Email: dainfo@countyofmerced.mm

:

:

Copyrlght Lexlpol. LLC 2023/@r2o, Au Rights Resewed.
Publlshsd with permission by Mercod County Distict
Ahomey's Ofice Bureau ol lnrresligalion

:

Militrary Equipment Use - I


