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SPECI'A
F,

AN  ORDINANCE  REQUESTING  PERMISSION  TO

AMEND  CHAPTER  128,  FILMING,  TO:  INCREASE  ALL

PERMIT  FEES,  RESTRICT  STREET  CLOSURES  DURING

SCHOOL  COMMENCEMENT  AND  DISMISSAL,  ADD  SPECIAL

FILMING  FEES  FOR  STUDENTS  AND  INCREASE  FINES

AND  PENALTIES  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  SECTIONS:

128-IB,  128-3,  -128-4,  A  AND  128-8

WHEREAS,  by letter  dated  August  2, 2023,  City  Clerk,  Tanesia  M. Walters  has

requested  permission  to amend  chapter  128,  Filming,  to: increase  all  permit  fees, restrict

street  closures  during  school  commencement  and  dismissal,  add special  Filming  fees for

students  and increase  fines  and  penalties  in the following  sections:  128-lb,  128-3,  -128-

4, A and 128-8;  NOW,  THEREFORE,

The  City  of  Mount  Vernon,  in  City  Corincil  convened,  does  hereby  ordain  and  enact:

Section  1.  Section  1 of  Chapter  128 of  the Code  of  the City  of  Mount  Vernon,

entitled  "Filming"  is hereby  amended  as follows:

128-  l Permit  required;  application.

No person,  persons,  organization,  corporation  or group  of  any kind shall film a

commercial,  movie,  documentary,  television  program  or any other  presentation  upon

the streets,  sidewalks  or any  other  propeity  witliin  tl'ie limits  of  tlie  City  of  Mount  Vernon

withorit  first  obtaining  a peri'nit  for  sucl'i activity.

Any  person,  persons,  organization,  coi'poration  or group desiring a permit for the

aforesaid  pui-pose  shall  n'iake an application  tlierefore  on a form to be obtained  from tl'ie

office  of  the City  Clerk.  Said application  shall contain the name and address of the

applicant  the name and address of  the organization,  group or corporation,  if  applicable;
tlie  proposed  location  of  the filming;  and the date(s) and time the pennit  is intended to
cover.

1:  ApplicationProcess

1.1  Submission  Timeline:  All  f-ilm  production  applications  t'nust be submiffed no

less tl'ian  ten (10)  business  days  prior  to the first  day  of  filming.

Section  2: Application  Fees

2.1  Private  Property  Filming:

2.1.1  Anapplicationfeeofonetliousanddollars($1,000.00)shallberequiredforfilm

productions  shot  on private  property.

2. 1.2  The  application  fee is subiect to permit  fees as outlined in subsequent sections.

2.2  Public  Propeity  Filming:

2.2.1  An  application  fee of  two  hundred  fifty  dollars  ($250.00) shall berequired for
1-ilm productions  shot  on public  property.

2.2.2  The  application  fee is sribiect to permit  fees as outlined in subsequent sections.

Section  3 : Expedited  Services

3. 1 Expedited  Application  Services:

3.1.1  In cases where  applications  are submitted less than ten (10) daystefore the
filming  date,  expedited  services  may  be requested.
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3.l.2 The  fee for  expedited  services  shall  be fifty  percent  (50%)  of  the total  per.init  fee,

as calculated  including  application  and perinit  fees.

Section  4:Permit  Fees

4.1 CalculationofPermitFees:

4.1.1 The total permit fee shall be calculated by adding the application  fee to the

appropriate  filming  location  fee (private  propeitv  or public  property' €.

4. 1.2 For  expedited  services,  the total  pei'mit  fee sliall  include  the expedited  sei'vice  fee

in addition  to the application  and location  fees.

Section  6: Severability

6. I If  arty  provision  of  this  ordinance  or its application  to any  person  or  circumstance

is held invalid,  the  remainder  ofthe  ordinance  ortlie  application  of  the provisionto  otlier

persons  or circun'istaiices  shall  not  be affected.

This  ordinance  is enacted  to ensure  the orderly  and efficient  management  of  film

productions  witliin  the city.  It is intended  to strike  a balance  between  facilitating  the

film  industry  and  preserving  tl'ie interests  of  tlie  city  and  its residents.

The application  fee sliall  be $750.  However,  this  fee will  be waived  for  applicants

filming  on City  property  wlio  are reqriired  to pay  tlie  daily  permit  fee.

[Added  9-14-2016,  approved  9-16-2016]

5§ 128-2  Insurance  requirements.

(Amended  9-13-2000.  approved  9-I4-2000]

Every  application  for  a filming  pern'iit  shall  inclride  proof  of  a public  liability  insurance

policy,  to be approved  by  the Corporation  Coru"isel,  covering  the City  of  Mount  Veriion

as an additional  insured,  in the amount  of  $1,000,000  single  limit,  for  the driration  of  the

filming.  The  applicant  shall  also  agree  to assutne  all  liability  for  and will  indemnify  and

liold  the City  of  Mount  Vemon  harniless  of  and free  from  any  and  all  damage  that  occur

to persoris  or propeity  by reason  of  said filming.

§ 128-3  Approval;  closing  of  streets.

A.

Event  applicatiori  for  a filming  permit  must  be approved  by  the Commissioner  of  Public

Safety  or his designee,  as the Depaitment  of  Public  Safety  shall  be responsible  for  any

street  closing  and/or  temporary  traffic  regulations  necessary  during  filming.  Approval

of  said  Commissioner  shall  be conditioned  upon  tlie  applicant's  agreeing  to provide,  at

his or her  own  expense,  any secririty  officers  the Commissioner  or his designee  deems

necessary  for  the protection  of  the citizens  or for  tlie  direction  of  traffic  during  said

filming.

No public  street  shall  be closed  as a public  thororighfare  ruider  tlie  authority  of  tliis

chapter  for  more  tl'ian  three  hours  on any given  day.

C.  Intermittent  Closure  Hours:

Intermittent  street  closures  for  non-emerzency  prirposes  shall  be restricted  between  the

hours  of  7:30AM.  and 3:00  PM  and 4:00PM  so that  traffic  is not  disrupted  during  rusl'i

hours.
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Applicability:  Tliis  provision  applies  to all types  of  street  closures,  whether  for  filming,

construction,  events,  or any  other  purposes,  that  involve  intermittent  cIosures  of  streets.

Limited to weekdays:  The  restrictions  oritlined  in this  subsection  sliall  only  apply  to

weekdays,  Monday  throrigh  Friday.

Exceptions:  The City.  at its discretion.  may zrant  exceptions  to these  restrictions  in

cases of  emergency  or critical  utility  work.  Requests  for  exceptions  must  be submitted

to the relevant  City  department  or authority.

':> 128-4 Filming  on public  propeity  not  under  supervision  of  Commissioner  of

Recreation;  fees.

[Amended  9-13-2000.  approved  9-14-2000]

If  said filming  is to be done  on any public  street  or sidewalk  or on any other  public

property  not  under  the supervision  of  the Commissioner  of  Recreation,  the folIowing

requirements  sliall  also  be met:

Said  application  sliall  be approved  by the Commissioner  of  Public  Works.

!Cu

Said  application  sliall  be accompanied  by an administrative  fee of  $2,000  per day for

filming  in tl'ie  following  zoned  districts;  CB Commercial  Business  District,  DB

Downtown  Business  District,  NB Neighborl'iood  Business  District,  and OF Off-ice

Business  District;  $1,500  per  day  for  all  otlier  zoning  districts;  and after  the 7th  day,  fee

shall  be $1,000  per  day. For  tlie  purpose  of  determining  tlie  applicable  administrative

fee under  tliis  subsection,  a day  shall  be deemed  to begin.  For  film  shoots  that  include

multiple  locations,  a location  fee of  $1,000  sliall  be cliarged  for  eacl'i  additional  location.

1-Amcndcc'lll-13-2013. approvcc'l ll-14-2013;  9-14-2(')16. approved 9-16-2016; 7-14-

2 017.  ap)irovcd  7-14-2017]

(a)  I)crmit  Rcquircmcnts  and Fccs:  jXlTV  filminq  activttv  on prii'atc  propcitia  that

necessitates  tlie  use  of Citi'  Streets or sidewalks  f-or loadinc,  unloading  filn'iing

equilin'ient,  (')r parking liroduction  veliicles shall i'equii'e  a permit faee. Tlie [aollowing

permit  fees shall  applv:

$4.00(')  pcr  day for  filming  in business  districts

$3.000  pcr  day for  filming  in non-business  ciistricts

$2.500  per  day for  each bidditional  J-ilming  location

$1.000  per  dav f-or f-iln'iing  at an intersection

(b)  Actc'litional  Categories  and F'ees:

Stuc'lent rion-profit  and not-for-profit  organizations  sliall  be subject  to this

chapter  and its associated  permit  faees. -l-lie following  fees shall  apply:

Application  fee for  students:  $50

Pertnit  fee for  students:  $75

Al':iplication  fee for other eliaible organizations: $100

1)crmitfeefi'irothereligiblcorganizations:  lO%oftlieirbudgct
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J
Eligible  organizalioi'is.  :is described  in subsection  b. i.. shall  provide  the C.'iha

Clerk  ivith financial  statements for the lirior  t-iscal year  and current operating

budgets.  l-lie  permit  fee for  these  organizations  shall  be calculatec"l  as IO'%) of

tlicir  budgct.

iii.  l-J:u-dsl'iip  Fees:  Applicants  vs;Jio dei'nonstrate  financial  limitations  mav  applv

for  hardship  fees. }-iardsl'iip  :ipplicants  sIhall submit  proofofllieir  financial

liardship  alone  vvith  their  application.  The  CiK  Council  sliall  revietx  and

determine  tlie  appmpriate  fee on a case-b'v-case  basis.

Subject  to the discretion  of  tlie  City  Clerk,  certain  City-ow-ned  properties  will  require

additional  rental  and  permit  fees to be deten'nined  by  the  City  Clerk  based  upon  tlie  time,

usage,  and operations  of such filming,  within,  near and about  said City-owned

properties.

Additional  permit  fees for  public  properties  n'tust  be paid  prirsuaiit  to Chapter  170  of  the

Code  of  tlie  City  of  Mount  Vernon.

Tlie  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  shall  be responsible  for  supervtsion  of  the area

during  the duration  of  tlie  filming.  Prior  to the  issuance  of  a pennit  lierein,  the applicant

shall  be required  to make  a deposit  by  casli,  ceitified  check  or money  order  witli  the City

Clerk  in  an amount  to be determined  by  tlie  Commissioner  of  Public  Works.  Said  deposit

sliall  be utilized  by tlie  City  to reimburse  tlie  City  for  tl"ie costs  it incurs  in the cleaning

aiid  sanitation  at and aborit  the location  of  such  filming.  Tlie  Commissioner  of  %blic

Works  sliall  certify  to the City  Clerk  the total  amount  of  the  costs  incurred  by the City

in  the cleaning  and  sanitation  at and about  the location  of  such  filming,  which  costs  sl'iall

be deducted  from  such  deposit  and  paid  to the City.  In the event  sucli  costs  exceed  said

deposit,  tlie  applicant  shall  pay tlie  difference  to tlie  City  Clerk  upon  demand.  In the

event  tl'ie deposit  exceeds  sucli  costs,  tlie  City  Clerk  shall  return  the difference,  without

interest  thereon,  to the applicant.  Ill  the event  the City  incurs  no costs  for  the cIeaning

and  saiiitation  at and  about  the location  of  such  filming,  then  in  tl'iat  event,  the applicant's

deposit,  without  interest  thereon,  shall  be retuiwed  to the applicant  by the City Clerk.

The  Coi'nmissioner  of  Public  Works,  in his  sole  discretion,  sliall  determine  the necessity

and costs  for  said cleaning  and saiiitation  services  at and about  the ]ocation of  such

filming.

§ 128-5  Filming  on public  property  under  supezision  of  Commissioner  of

Recreation;  fees.

[Ainended  ')-13-2000,  ;ilipi'oyied  Q-14-2000]

A.

If  said filming  is to be done on any priblic  property under the supervision  of the

Commissioner  of  Recreation,  the following  requirements  shall also be met:

m
Said  application  shall be approved by the Conunissioner  of Recreation, after

consultation  and coordination  with tlie City Clerk, who has lead responsibility  in

processing  and administering  all film  permit  requests on behalf  of  the City.

(Amended  5-14-2014,  approyied  5-15-2014]
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5 Said  application  shall  be accompanied  by an administrative  fee of:

(A
One thousand  five  l'uindred  dollars  per day for  any one day, or a portion  thereof,  of

filming  and $1,500  per  day  for  eacli  additional  day or any portion  tliereof.  For  purposes

ofthis  section,  "day"  shall  be defined  as any  period  of  time  on  any  given  date  occurring

between  12:01  a.m.  and 12:00  midnight.

)Amended  5-74-2014,  approved  5-15-2014]

(k

Additional  permit fees for priblic propeities must be paid pursuant to Cliapter U!Q of  tl'ie

Code  of  the City  of  Morint  Vernon.

(A
If  City-operated  lighting  is required,  the applicant  must  pay aii  additional  fee as

determined  by  the  Commissioner  of  Recreation  based upon  the time,  usage  and

operation  of  such  City-operated  lighting.

If  an applicant  desires  to extend  the peimit  beyond  tlie  date(s)  set out  in tl"ie original

application,  he or she may  do so by  paying  the additional  administrative  fee as calculated

in Subsection Ajffl  above, provided that such request for tlie extension is made witliin

14 days  of  the last  date set out  in the perniit  or the last  extension  granted  thereto,  and

furtlier  provided  tliat  the insurance  policy,  as required  by § l,  is extended  to cover

the period  of  extension.

B.

Tlie  Commissioner  of  Recreation  sl"iall be responsible  for  supervision  of  tlie  area for  tl'ie

duration  of  tlie  filming.

§ 128-6  Payment  of  fees.

l'Amended 9-13-200('), apBiroved 9-14-2000-1

Any  administration  fee collected  under  this  chapter  shall  be paid  eitlier  in cash, money

order  or certified  clieck  made  payable  to tlie  City  of  Moruit  Vernon.

§ 128-7  Issuance  of  permit;  availability  of  copies.

A.

Upon  completion  of  tlie  application  procedure  by the  applicant,  said application shall be

countersigned  by  the Mayor  and tlie  City  Clerk,  and a peri'nit  shall  issue.

Said  filming  permit  sliall  issue  from  and be signed  by the City  Clerk  and sliall set fotth

the  name  of  the Filmer  and  the location,  date  and time  for  such  filming.

A  copy  of  said  permit  shall  be forwarded  to the Fire  Commissioner  by the City Clerk.

A copy  of  said  pei'mit  shall  be available  for  inspection  by tlie  Coxninissioner  of  Public

Safety,  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  or Commissioner  of  Recreation,  or their

designees,  at tlie  site  of  tl'ie filming  and throughout  the duration  of  said  filming.
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H')' 128-8  Cancellation  or modification  of  permit.

(,Ai-iiended  1)-)3-2000-  ;ipprov.-t:  '-.i,;j-2r>C)C): -!-14-2017, approved 7-14-2017-1

Sliould  the applicant  clioose  to cancel  or modify  any  provision  of  liis  or lier  permit  prior

to use, notice  of  sucli  intent  must  be given  to the City  Clerk  by  9:30  a.m. [two]  

business  days prior  to the first  day named  on said permit;  tlie City  Clerk  sl'iall

immediately  notify  all affected  departments.  Should  this  date fall  on a holiday  or a

weekend.  notice  sliall  be given  to the City  Clerk  by 9:30  a.m.  of  the next  business  day.

A.

Failure  to so notify  the City  Clerk  with  regard  to a cancellation  will  result  in the

forfeiture  of  $250  of  the administrative  fee. Full  retund  shall  be made  to the applicant  if

proper  notice  is received.

Failure  to notify  tlie  City  Clerk  witli  regard  to a modification  will  result  in  the imposition

of  an additional  administrative  fee of  $250.  No charge  sl'iall  be made  to modify  said

permit  as to time  or place  of  filming  if  proper  notice  is received.

§ 128-9  Waiver  of  provisions.

A.

The provisions  of  this  chapter  pertaining  to insurance  and payment  of fees shall not

apply  to any depaitment  of  the City  of  Mount  Ven'ion,  to ai'zy group  sponsored by the

Board  of  Education  of  the Moru'it  Vernon  Scl'iool  District  or to any  concern filming  by

reason  of  a duly  executed  contract  between  itself  and the City  of  Mount  Vernon  or any

department  thereof.

Application  for  a waiver  of  tliese provisions  may be n'iade to tlie City Council,  prior  to

filming,  by  aiiy nonprofit  organization  desiring to obtain a permit under these

prOVlSlOnS.

'; 128-10  Penalties  for  offenses.

lAmendecf ')-13-2000, approved 9-14-20001

Any  person,  persons,  organization,  corporation  or group not complying  with any

provision  of  tliis  chapter  shall  be guilty  of  a violation  punishable  by a fine of  not more

than  $1,000  per  day or imprisonment  not to exceed 15 days, or both such fine and
imprisonment.

Section  6: Tliis  ordinance shall take effect immediately.
i 2"'1

Deleted  Matter

,APPROVED  AS 'ajQ.FORM
ADO

Counsel

ATTEST:

City  Clerk

5

APPROVED Date

Dept.
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