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TOWN OF MORRISTOWN

ORDINANCE 0-18- 2024

ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 3 ( POLICE

REGULATIONS), SPECIFICALLY CHAPTER SECTION 3- 1 ( NOISE) OF THE CODE

OF THE TOWN OF MORRISTOWN

WHEREAS, excessive sound is a serious hazard to the public health, welfare, and safety
of its residents; and

WHEREAS, a substantial body of science and technology exists by which excessive
sound may be substantially abated; and

WHEREAS, the residents should live in an environment free from excessive sound; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Morristown has an Ordinance regulating noise levels within
residential and commercial districts within the Town; and

WHEREAS, this Ordinance was previously amended with the goal of improving
enforcement of noise regulations in Town; and

WHEREAS, now that the Ordinance has been in place for multiple years it has proven to

not achieve the goals sought by the Governing Body but, rather, have made enforcement

complicated and onerous while removing prior policies limiting noise generating activities like
garbage collection near residential neighborhoods; and

WHEREAS, the current Ordinance has not had the desired outcome of enabling the
reasonable enforcement of noise complaints in Town; and

WHEREAS, the Ordinance in place prior to the most recent amendment was sufficient to

meet the needs of the Town and better meets the desired outcome of reasonable enforcement of

excessive noise; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council now desires to amend this ordinance to restore the prior

policies. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Town Council for the Town of



Morristown, County of Morris and State of New Jersey. Being the governing body thereof, that
Chapter 3 Noise be and hereby is amended to read as follows: 

3 1. NOISE. 

I• 

14 2021 by Ord. No. 0 22 2021 ] 

a. Whereas excessive sound is a serious hazard to the public health, welfare, safety, and the
quality of life; and

b. Whereas a substantial body of science and technology exists by which excessive
sound may be substantially abated; and

c. Whereas the people have a right to, and should be ensured of, an environment free from

excessive sound; 

d. Now therefore, it is the policy of the Town of Morristown to prevent excessive
sound that may jeopardize the health, welfare, or safety of the citizens or degrade the
quality of life. 

e. This section shall apply to the control of sound originating from sources within the
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unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. Terms not defined in this ordinance have the
same meaning as those defined in N.J.A.C. 7: 29. 

CONSTRUCTION Any site preparation, assembly, erection, repair, alteration or similar

action of buildings or structures. 

dB( C). The "- C" weighting network is more sensitive to low frequencies than is the " A" 
w

1. 1 e • I. 

roadways. DEPARTMENT The New Jersey Department of Environmental

Protection. 

a I, 

or deliver essential services, including, but not limited to, repairing water, gas, electricity, 
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No person shall cause, suffer, allow, or permit the operation of any sound production device
es a property line and raises the total sound levels abovc

the neighborhood residual sound level by more than the permissible sound level limits set

conducted with the sound level meter set for "C" weighting, " fast" response. 

3 1. 8

1. 10

3

Weeknights 10: 00 p.m. to 7: 00 a.m. Weekend A11-et-her-times

3 dB(C) 6 dB(C) 

The following standards shall apply to the activities or sources of sound set forth below: 

a. Motorized snow removal equipment shall be operated with a muffler and/or a sound

forth in Tables I, II or III do not apply. 

b. All interior and exterior burglar alarms of a building or motor vehicle must be activated
in such a manner that the burglar alarm terminates its operation within five minutes for
continuous airborne sound and 15 minutes for intermittent sound after it has been

c. Self contained, portable, non vehicular music or sound production devices shall not be

operated on a public space or public right of way in such a manner as to be plainly
audible at a distance of 50 feet in any direction from the operator between the hours of

00 a.m. and 10: 00 p.m. Between the hours of 10: 00 p.m. and 8: 00 a.m., sound, 

operated on a public space or public right of way, from such equipment shall not be

plainly audible at a distance of 25 feet in any direction from the operator; 

d. It shall be unlawful for any property owner or tenant to allow any domesticated or caged

interferes with the peace, comfort, and repose of any resident, or to refuse or

intentionally fail to cease the unreasonable noise when ordered to do so by a Noise

section shall include but not be limited to: 

1. Vocalizing ( howling, yelping, barking, squawking etc.) for five minutes without

period; or, 

2. Vocalizing for 20 minutes intermittently, defined as an average of two vocalizations
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2. The timely implementation by the violator of measures which lead to compliance; 

3. The conduct of the violator; and

1. The compliance history of the violator. 

a. If any provision or portion of a provision of this section is held to be unconstitutional, 
preempted by federal or state law, or otherwise invalid by any court of competent

which are iicoistent with any provisions of this
section, are hereby repealed as to the extent of such inconsistencies. 

c. No provision of this section shall be construed to impair any common law or statutory
cause of action, or legal remedy there from, of any person for injury or damage arising
from any violation of this section or from other law. 

3- 1 NOISE. 

3- 1. 1 Prohibited Noise. 

It shall be unlawful for a person to make, cause or permit to be made or caused

upon any premises owned, occupied or controlled by him, or upon any public street, ally or
thoroughfare within the Town, any disturbing or unnecessary noise or sound, by means of
a manual, mechanical or electronic device or by any other means or methods which are

physically annoying to persons or which are so harsh, prolonged, unnatural or unusual in
their use or time or place of their occurrence as to cause a physical discomfort or mental

upset or which endanger the lives, health, peace and comfort of the inhabitants of the

Town. 

3- 1. 2 Specific Prohibited Noise. 

The following acts of themselves are declared to be loud, disturbing and

unnecessary noises in violation of this section, but this enumeration shall not be deemed to
be exclusive: 

a. Horns, S'i, nalinj Devices. The sounding of a horn or signaling device on an
automobile, motorcycle, streetcar or other vehicle on any street or public place of the

Town, except as a danger warning; the creation by means of any such signaling device of

any unreasonably loud or harsh sound and the sounding of such device for an unnecessary
and unreasonable period of time; the use of a signaling device except one operated by hand

or electricity; the use of a horn, whistle or other device operated by engine exhaust; and the
use of any such signaling device when traffic is for any reason held up. 

b. Radios, Televisions, Phonokraphs. The using or operating of or permitting to
be used or operated any radio receiving set, television, musical instrument, phonograph, 



tape player, stereo, hand -carried tape player, hand -carried stereo or other machine or

other device for the producing or reproducing of sound in such manner as to disturb the

peace, quiet and comfort of the neighboring inhabitants or at any time with louder volume

than is necessary for convenient hearing of persons who are in the room, vehicle, chamber

or immediate area in which the machine or device is operated and who are voluntary
listeners. The operation of any such machine or device in such a manner as to be plainly
audible at a distance of twenty-five ( 25) feetfrom the buildings structure, vehicle or

immediate area in which it is located shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of this

section. 

c. Yelling or Shouting. Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling or singing on the

public streets, particularly between the hours of 11: 00 p.m. and 7: 00 a.m. or at any time or

place so as to annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort or repose of persons in an office or in a
dwelling, hotel, motel or other type of residence or of any persons in the vicinity. 

d. Animals and Birds. The keeping of any animal or bird which by causing
frequent or long -continued noise shall disturb the comfort or repose of any persons in the
vicinity. 

e. Whistles. The blowing of any whistle except to give notice of the time to begin

or stop work or at the request of the proper Town authorities or as may be required by
general law or ordinance. 

f. Exhausts. The discharge into the open air of the exhaust of any steam engine, 

stationary internal-combustion engine or motor vehicle except through a muffler or other

device which will effectively prevent loud or explosive noises. 

g. Defect in Vehicle or Load. The use of any automobile, motorcycle or vehicle

so out of repair, so loaded or in such manner as to create loud and unnecessary grating, 

grinding, rattling or other noise. 

1,. Loading, Unloading, Opening Boxes. The creation of a loud excessive noise in

connection with loading or unloading a vehicle or the opening and destruction of bales, 
boxes, crates and containers. 

i. Construction or Repairing of Buildings, Streets and Highways. The exterior

use of motorized or mechanical construction equipment for the purpose of the erection, 

including excavating, demolition, alteration or repair, of any buildings or grounds other

than between the hours of 8: 00 a.m. and 8: 00 p.m. on weekdays, and between the hours of
9: 00 a.m. and 6: 00 p.m. on the weekends. In case of urgent necessity in the interest of
public health and safety, the Construction Official may issue a permit allowing such

activities during other hours for a period not to exceed three (3) days while the emergency
continues. The said permit may be renewed for periods of three (3) days or less while the

emergency continues. Additionally, if the Construction Official determines that the public

health and safety will not be impaired by the erection, demolition, alteration or repair of a

building or the excavation of streets between the hours of 8: 00 p.m. to 8: 00 a.m. on

weekdays, and between the hours of 6: 00 p.m. and 9: 00 a.m. on the weekends, if he further



determines that loss or inconvenience would result to any party in interest, he may grant
permission for such work to be done between the hours of 8: 00 p.m. and 8: 00 a.m. on

weekdays, and 6: 00 p.m. and 9: 00 a.m. on weekends upon applications being made at the
time the permit for the work is issued or during the progress of the work . Any such

permission granted by the Construction Official to work between the hours of 8: 00 p.m. 
and 8: 00 a.m. on weekdays, and 6: 00 p.m. and 9: 00 a.m. on weekends shall require a noise

mitiation $ Ian for a s i roval b the Construction Official and available for viewin • b the

public. 

j. Schools, Courts, Churches, Hospitals. The creation of an excessive noise on a

street adjacent to a school, institution of learning, church or court while the same is in use, 

or adjacent to a hospital which unreasonably interferes with the workings of such hospital, 

provided conspicuous signs are displayed in such streets, indicating that it is a school, 
hospital or court street. 

k. Drums. The use of a drum or other instrument or device for the purpose of

attracting attention by creation of noise to a performance, show or sale. 

L Hawkers, Peddlers. The shouting and crying of peddlers, hawkers and

vendors which disturbs the peace and quiet of the neighborhood. 

m. Railroad Cars and Buses. The causing, permitting or continuing of any

excessive, unnecessary and avoidable noise in the operation of railroad cars, locomotives

and buses. 

n. Pile Drivers, Hammers. The operation, other than between the hours of 8: 00

a.m. and 8: 00 p.m. on weekdays, and between the hours of 9: 00 a.m. and 6: 00 p.m. on

weekends, and pile driver, steam shovel, bulldozer or other earthmoving machinery, 
pneumatic hammer, derrick, steam or electric hoist or other appliance, the use of which is

attended by loud or unusual noise. 

o. Blowers. The operation of any noise -creating blower or power fan or any
internal-combustion engine, the operation of which causes noise due to the explosion of

operating gases or fluids, unless the noise from such blower or fan is muffled and the

engine is equipped with a muffler device sufficient to deaden such noise. 

p. Landscape Equipment. The operation of any noise creating landscaping
equipment, including but not limited to leaf blowers, lawn mowers, weed -whackers, etc. 

other than between the hours of 8: 00 a.m. and 8: 00 p.m. on weekdays, and between 9: 00

a.m. and 6: 00 p.m. on weekends. 

q. Bullhorns and other amplification devices generally. 

r. Garbage/Recycling Collection and Deliveries. Pursuant to N.J. S.A. 40: 66- 1. 6, no

person or entity shall engage in the active collection of garbage, refuse or recyclable
materials, utilizing specialized vehicles, trucks or other equipment, or allow for

deliveries by trucks or other equipment between the hours of 10: 00 p.m. and 6: 00

a.m. when such collection or delivery occurs at a commercial location within two



hundred feet ( 200ft) ( in any direction) of the property line of any residence or

residential building. This does not apply to the driving of such vehicles or

equipment during prohibited hours, to emergency situations, or to operations on the
premises of licensed landfills and/ or resource recycling facilities. 

3- 1. 3 Exceptions. 

a. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the owner or occupant of a dwelling
from cleaning the property with a leaf blower or mowing the lawn around such dwelling
with a power mower or from making other minor repairs necessary for normal

maintenance of the dwelling between the hours of 8: 00 a.m. and 8: 00 p.m. on weekdays, 

and between 9: 00 a.m. and 6: 00 p.m. on weekends, provided that the making of such minor
repairs is not accompanied by any loud, unnecessary or unusual noises and is in

compliance with other local ordinances regarding the use of leaf blowers. 

b. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the owner or occupant of a dwelling
from removing snow from the property at any time. 

c. Nothing in this section shall apply to a public utility as defined in Title 48 of
the Revised Statutes of New Jersey or to any employees of such public utility when the
public utility or its employees shall engaged in performing work to prevent the threatened
interruption of its service or to terminate the interruption of its service rendered to its
customers. 

d. This section shall not be construed to apply to municipally authorized
activities in public parks, school grounds, playgrounds or public building or to the
activities of municipal departments in the performance of their duties, drills or public
demonstrations or to the use of bells, chimes or sound amplifiers by churches engaged in
church activities. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause or

provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall
apply only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision so adjudicated, and the

remainder of the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the
provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, this Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and
publication. 

ATTEST: ADOPTED: 

flAoc
Margot G. Kaye, 

Town Clerk

Timothy P. Dougherty, 

Mayor

Date: u25-/..).v, y


