
Please Note - Agendas are subject to change

COMMON COUNCIL

AGENDA
September 17, 2013

Call To Order

Pledge of Allegiance

Invocation

Approval of minutes of the regular meeting of August 20, 2013

Presentation to Lee Wilhelm

Open Forum

Correspondence
� Norwich High School Homecoming Parade

Department, Board and Commission Reports 
� Police Department Report of August 2013
� Wastewater Treatment Plant Report of August 2013
� Youth Board Meeting Minutes of September 4, 2013
� Youth Bureau Report of July/August 2013

Ward Reports

Motion
� Re-Appointment of City Assessor

Resolutions
� Adopting Proposed Local Law No. (A) of 2013 - 421-m Tax Exemption
� Authorizing Establishment of Sharon Drive Water Main Replacement Project, Engagement of Delaware 

Engineering, and Transfer of Funds
� Authorizing Appropriation of Police Department Service Fees for Patrol Equipment
� Authorizing Reacquisition of Real Property at 12 Walnut Street

Payment of September Bills

Executive Session (if needed)

Adjournment



CORRESPONDENCE

Norwich High School Homecoming  Ald. ___________ moved to receive and accept a request from Bethany Stephens of 
Norwich High School for closing East Main Street from the Tops Plaza and Midland Drive for the homecoming parade on 
September 27, 2012, from 5:30 PM till the end of the parade. Seconded by Ald. __________, duly (approved / denied).

MOTIONS

Re-Appointment of City Assessor  Ald. _____________ moved the re-appointment of Brian Fitts of Manlius, NY, as 
Assessor for the City of Norwich, a six-year term from October 1, 2013 to September 30, 2019. Seconded by Ald. 
_________ and duly (adopted / denied) __________.

Payment of September 2013 Bills  Ald. _____________ moved to pay the September 2013 bills after proper 
audit and certification. Seconded by Ald. __________ and duly (adopted/defeated) ______.
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RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION #  -2013 ADOPTING PROPOSED LOCAL LAW NO. (A) OF 2013 - 421-m 
PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION

Ald. _________ introduced the following and moved its adoption:

WHEREAS, the Common Council received proposed Local Law No. (A) of 2013 on July 16, 2013, 
regarding a 421-m property tax exemption; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on August 20, 2013, in connection with said proposed local law; 
now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, that Local Law No. (A) of 2013, adopting 421-m property tax exemption a as presented to 
the Common Council on July 16, 2013, be and hereby is adopted, and is hereby designated as Local Law 
No. 1 of 2013.

Seconded by Ald. ____________ and duly (adopted/defeated), _______ on a roll call vote

LOCAL LAW NO. 1
OF 2013

EXEMPTION OF CERTAIN NEW OR
SUBSTANTIALLY REHABILITATED MULTIPLE DWELLINGS

BE IT ENACTED by the Common Council of the City of Norwich as follows:

Section 1.

1. Basis for Exemption

Pursuant to authority granted by the Real Property Tax Law Section 421-m, an eligible multiple dwelling 
constructed or substantially rehabilitated in the benefit area designated pursuant to this section shall be eligible 
for an exemption from taxation and local ad valorem levies for the tax years commencing during the 
construction or rehabilitation of such structure pursuant to the following schedule. Provided however, that the 
amount of taxes paid during such period shall be at least the amount of the taxes paid on such land and any 
improvements thereon immediately preceding the commencement for the exemption. In addition, any 
improvements to property receiving this exemption shall not be eligible to receive any other exemption under 
any other section of law.  

CONSTRUCTION OR SUBSTANTIAL REHABILITATION OF MULTIPLE DWELLINGS

During construction or 100%
substantial rehabilitation
(maximum three years)

Following completion of 
work year:
1 through 12 100%
13-16 80%
15-16 60%
17-18 40%
19-20 20%

2. Definitions

When used in this local law, the following terms shall have the following meanings:
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“Designated Benefit Area(s)” means the contiguous geographic properties that have been identified as by the 
common Council of the City of Norwich as being eligible and desirable for the creation of the benefits of the 
421-m tax exemption program.  Additional benefit areas may be created from time to time by amendment to this 
local law as the Common Council may find appropriate.

“Substantial Rehabilitation” shall mean all work necessary to bring a property into compliance with applicable 
laws and regulations and shall include but not be limited to the installation, replacement or repair of, heating, 
plumbing, electrical and related systems and the elimination of all hazardous and violations in the structure in 
accordance with state and local law and regulation.

“Multiple dwelling” shall mean a dwelling, other than a hotel which is to be occupied or is occupied as the 
residence or home of three or more families living independently from one another including dwellings rented or 
owned as a cooperative or a condominium

3. Eligibility

In order to grant the real property tax exemption provided under Section one, the City shall determine that: 

(a) Such construction or rehabilitation of a multiple dwelling will occur on land which: 
(i) is vacant, predominantly vacant, or 
(ii) is improved with a non-conforming use or
(iii) contains one or more substandard or structurally unsound buildings or a building that 

has been certified as unsanitary by the local health agency.

(b) At least 20% of the units shall be affordable to individuals or families of low or moderate 
income whose incomes at the time of  initial occupancy do not exceed 90% of  the area median income adjusted 
for family size and the individual or family shall pay in rent or carrying charges no more than 30% of their 
adjusted gross income as reported in their federal income tax return or would be reported if such return were 
required, less personal exemptions and deductions and medical expenses as are actually taken by the taxpayer, 
as verified according to procedures established by the state division of housing and community renewal. The 
City shall consult annually with the division to determine that the property is in compliance with the 
affordability requirements of this local law. If such requirements are not met, the multiple dwelling shall not 
qualify for the exemption in that year.

(c) Such construction or substantial rehabilitation is carried out with the assistance of grants, loans 
or subsidies for the construction or substantial rehabilitation of affordable housing from any state, local, or 
federal agency.

(d) Such construction or substantial rehabilitation shall commence after the effective date of this 
section, but no later than December 15, 2015, for the North Broad Street Benefit Area and the Unguentine 
Building Benefit Area.  Such commencement date requirement may be extended by amendment of this section 
to accommodate these or other benefit areas designated in the future.

(i) The North Broad Street Benefit Area shall be comprised of the properties at 33 North 
Broad Street (tax parcel #136.48-3-11), 37-39 North Broad Street (tax parcel #136.48-3-10), 42 North 
Broad Street (tax parcel #136.48-5-18),  44-46 North Broad Street (tax parcel #136.48-5-19).

(ii) The Unguentine Building Benefit Area shall be comprised of the properties at 20 
American Avenue (tax parcel #136.56-4-6) and American Avenue (tax parcel #136.57-1-50.3).

(e) If such property is to be used partially as a multiple dwelling and partially for commercial or 
other purposes, that:

(i) the square footage of the portion of the property used as a multiple dwelling represents 
at least 50% of the square footage of the entire property and;

(ii) at least 20 % of the units are affordable to individuals of families of low and moderate 
income and;

(iii) the requirements of this section relative to a multiple dwelling are otherwise satisfied.

4



(f) Any property owner seeking an exemption within the designated benefit area shall file the 
appropriate form(s) with the City Assessors’ office for review.

Section 2.

If any part of this Local Law or the application thereof to any person or circumstance be adjudged invalid by any 
court of competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall be confined in its operation to the part or provision or 
application directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment shall have been rendered and shall not 
affect the validity of the reminder of this local law or the application thereof  to other persons or circumstances, 
and the City Council of the City of Norwich hereby declares it would have passed this local law or the reminder 
thereof had such invalid application or invalid provision have been apparent.

Section 3.

All ordinances, local laws and parts thereof inconsistent with this local law are hereby repealed.

Section 4.

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing in the office of the New York State Secretary of State 
in accordance with section 27 of the Municipal Home Rule Law.
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RESOLUTION #    -2013 AUTHORIZING ESTABLISHMENT OF SHARON DRIVE WATER 
MAIN REPLACEMENT PROJECT, ENGAGEMENT OF DELAWARE 
ENGINEERING, AND TRANSFER OF FUNDS

Ald. ______________ introduced the following and moved its adoption:

WHEREAS, the Sharon Drive water main, installed in 1950, is experiencing frequent and costly breaks 
and repairs; and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the most cost-effective, long-term solution is a complete 
replacement of the water main; and

WHEREAS, the total estimated cost of the Sharon Drive water main replacement project, including 
surveying and engineering costs, is projected not to exceed $330,000; and 

WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works requires funding for preliminary engineering services for 
the Sharon Drive water main replacement project; and

WHEREAS, the Public Safety/Public Works and Finance/Personnel Committees have made certain 
recommendations; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Sharon Drive Water Main Replacement Project is hereby authorized; and, further 
be it

RESOLVED, that the Director of Finance be and hereby is authorized to establish appropriate budgetary 
accounts in the Capital Projects Fund for the Sharon Drive water main replacement project, based on a total 
estimated project cost of $330,000; and further be it

RESOLVED, that the Mayor be and hereby is authorized under the direction of the City Attorney to 
sign an engineering agreement with Delaware Engineering, P.C., of Oneonta, NY, for the aforesaid 
corresponding engineering services in an amount not to exceed $57,800.

RESOLVED, that the Director of Finance be and hereby is authorized to make the following transfers in 
the 2013 Water Fund Budget to provide for engineering services and project construction costs:

From:
Account Number Name Amount
HR30-878 Capital Reserves - Water System Improvements $  30,000.00
HR31-878 Capital Reserves - Water Main Replacement $100,000.00
F910 Water Fund - Appropriated Fund Balance $200,000.00

To:
Account Number Name Amount
H37-02-8340.4020A Sharon Drive Water Main - Engineering $  57,800.00
H37-02-8340.4020C Sharon Drive Water Main - Construction $272,200.00

Seconded by Ald. ________, and duly (adopted / defeated), _______, on a roll call vote.

6



RESOLUTION #     -2013 AUTHORIZING  APPROPRIATION  OF  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
SERVICE FEES FOR PATROL EQUIPMENT

Ald. ______________ introduced the following and moved its adoption:

WHEREAS, the City has received fees for Police Department security protection services for public 
events held by various community organizations; and

WHEREAS, there is a need for supplemental budget funds for the purchase of certain patrol equipment; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Finance/Personnel and Public Works/Public Safety Committees have made certain 
recommendations; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, that funds of $3,600.00 received for such services provided during the Chenango County 
Fair, and $1,900.00 received from the Rolling Antiquers’ Car Show, plus $300.00 received from the 
Chenango County Historical Society Antique Show be and hereby are appropriated in the combined total 
amount of $5,800.00 for the purchase of Police Department patrol equipment; and, further be it

RESOLVED, that the Director of Finance be and hereby is authorized to make the following 
supplemental appropriation in the 2013 General Fund budget:

From:
Account Number Name Amount
A910 General Fund – Appropriated Fund Balance $5,800.00

To:
Account Number Name Amount
A3120.2100 Police Department – Equipment $5,800.00

Seconded by Ald. ___________, and duly adopted, ________, on a roll call vote.
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RESOLUTION #       -2013 AUTHORIZING REACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY 
AT 12 WALNUT STREET

Ald. ______________ introduced the following and moved its adoption:

WHEREAS, the City transferred real property at 12 Walnut Street to Carey Properties 
LLC in September of 2012, with the stated goal of restoring its substantially deteriorated and 
fire-damaged condition to a quality, single-family residence; and

WHEREAS, after expending considerable time and funds, Carey Properties LLC has 
completed extensive cleanup and preparation of the property for reconstruction and renovation 
measures; and

WHEREAS, based on certain limitations and time constraints, Carey Properties LLC 
has proposed to return the subject real property to the City for subsequent resale as the most 
expedient means of following through on its complete rehabilitation; and

WHEREAS, the Finance/Personnel and Public Works/Public Safety Committees have 
reviewed the relevant factors; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Common Council does hereby authorize the acceptance of a 
quitclaim deed from Carey Properties, LLC for the transfer to the City of the real property 
located at 12 Walnut Street in the City of Norwich, tax map number 136.58-1-29; and be it 
further

RESOLVED, the Mayor be and hereby is authorized under the direction of the City 
Attorney to execute any documents that may be required to accomplish such transfer.
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