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' Joint meeting of the Water Board and Common Council

March 14 1995

A A special meeting of the Water Board and Common CounCil was. held at :
;7 30 L pm-on March 14 1995 at the Waste Water Administration Building,uRoute

.5f12 South

"ﬁﬂffPresent

fbflChairman Albert Sullivan 'tgufh;hbrid:HaYOfTJbséﬁh:§1Viéﬁ0'l
"Comm. David Wagoner I © . ald. Patrick McNeil:

. Comm. James Dunne ;;{.ﬁ:]ff';?fgm . BAld. Barbara Schermerhorn
| Comm. Bartolo Natoli R " - Bld. David.(Sam) Symonds = = .
" Comm:-Winfield McIntyre e oAl Charles Angelino Ll
.. Comim..and Ald. George ‘Carnrike - . 0 o e Co
L'Comm -and Ald Robert RabanWItz,zruﬂfiid

Also-'f:_ AR

;3}2WaterfSupt Carl Ivarson
.. Asst. Water Supt. Fred Gray

:;Chief Deputy Chamberlain Gary Clark
__Deputy CD Director Casey Jones-
"Deputy Clerk Donna Russell ‘

Water Board Chairman Sullivan opened the meeting at 7: 30 pme and ex-?i
: plained that a week' ago the Mayor ‘asked for a JOint—meeting of the" ‘Water
' Board and the Common CounCil to discuss where the water filtration project-

o stands.

o He. explained that . Jim Suozzo has been- involved in every step along the '
way, attending nine of the 11. technical meetings held With Clough Harbour '

L,Chairman ‘Sullivan noted that - Mr. Suozzo was in New York City this evening L
-and unable to attend He stated that when the last Jjoint Water Board/Common};‘
Council meeting was . held, ‘one of the things agreed upon- was ‘that Mr. Suozzo .

would: keep ‘the Council informed of the progress Also agreed upon 'was' that

when: a- final - deSign was - in “hand,. the Water ‘Board would submit it to the;h-

-~;Common Counc11 for . approval. He noted the Water Board does not have a -final
a:d351gn at this time, it is still in the detail deSign stage '

. Chairman Sullivan reVieWed the steps leading to this evening includingA
the joint meeting held between the Water ‘Board ‘and Common Council - in Aprilj

' of - 1994 when it was agreed to solicit: proposals for a preliminary deSign on’

f the cost of a- dual system With infrastructure and the" submiSSion of an. appli-g
-cation for funding ‘through the Farmers ‘Home: Administration (FHA) . CMr. Sulli-*'
van noted the application was approved subject to the final submiSSion. o

Ald Angelino asked what the estimate for the progect is at this time.
Chairman Sullivan stated that " a c0nservative figure for the pro;ect is
$4,886, 000 which would include a $3,386, 000 loan and a $1,500,000 grant and
noted that any . reduction in the total cost would reduce the amount ‘of the

grant not the loan.

.Ald. Angelino asked how this would effect a resident's water bill. Mr.
Sullivan explained that based on the estimate, the- increase would be approxi-
~mately  $.90 per 100 cubic feet. -Chief Deputy Chamberlain ‘Clark noted the

. ‘additional cost an average ‘of $97 per household, ‘would - ‘be a gradual in-
crease over a’ three year period.. ‘Ald. - Symonds expressed concern ‘that the

':increase could be up to three times greater per. year for a household

There was discussion relative to the- filtration of ‘the current Sygtém~
. .as “well ' as a groundwater - system. Ald. McNeil asked where the new- wells -
"would be. located. Mr. -Sullivan stated presently wells One and Two ~are. at




:'fthe filter plant well Three is. located at Borden Avenue and proposed Wellgﬂff_f*nvh'”

. Four will be approximately 1200 feet from’ well Three. in the ‘same aquifer.é;,Be-igl;i-ffg“f

:?f{cautioned on the danger of relying on just a well source.lngag-

‘;“3:Z.tAld Angelino questioned the estimated cost of ‘the dual system and};;f[fFU”ﬁﬁﬁ
. noted cost comparisons were made of nearby municipalities that are in compli—_ljfi,ﬁ‘ '

‘tiance which show their costs to be much lower than ours.lﬁ;y

L Mayor Biviano stated that what the Council must do. is have Mr. su&ééé{{?”t -
‘13review the .whole - pro:ect ‘and. report ‘back. in 10 days. He said the Council,_jf;*m=”‘
" ‘wants to. be fully informed before spending 45, 000, 000, - Ald. Symonds gtated. -

... the - Coun&il would like Mr. Suozzo ‘to give’ them an estimated cost for a totalﬁfri"

' ?;Jgroundwater system. "He noted that 1f such a- system would save the City9~fffJ
Uf;$2 000 000 on the project it should be considered e - L

Comm. Dunne stated that going with only a groundwater system wouldgﬁjjl}?fl -

'ﬁobviously cost less, but emphasized the advantages of having = two . sources.ff

.ﬂf-He noted’ that ‘the. anticipated cost per: customer- does not reflect the poten--ﬂf?'
‘“‘tial cost- sav1ngs that may be realized with an. increaseé ‘in. users.- Chairman;: L

'h7=Sullivan noted that a dual system would be more attractive to industry com—~,ly-”'

‘{ing in..”

- Ald. Rabinow1tz stated that a lot of effort ‘was made to getf”thehrEDZ;ili,ivh'
w7des1gnation from “the State’ “to build up the ‘drea and we: would not want to, 7.

x"-w1th a sole. ‘source. system, have bad water and have ‘to bring in bottled drinkw*,“'=

.‘}ing water ‘ He noted that the users are paying the cost and - the' more usersw‘
"we extend the serVice to, the more dilute the impact Wlll be e

Comm McIntyre stated that 'we are at the same place we. were a - yearcl

'*sfagb.. ald. Angelino said if we are. going to double or: triple peoples water‘ ) T

- bill these questions must be asked

' Chairman Sullivan stated when the Council met w1th the Water Board one ,

. year ago it 'was agreed that we would go. ahead and design this dual system, -

. that. Mr.. Suozzo‘ would ~monitor. the ,progect ‘as it went along and keep ‘the
CounCil adVised - The Water Board was assuming that things were. mov1ng “along

as ‘was agreed to last- year., Ald.. Carnrike said the . minutes have been print-*,';

fed the reports have been- done and unless’ information Was' being held “back, .
nothing is different. : '

The infrastructure' was discussed “Ald.. McNeil asked if there is- an;",{,y-,.*i
-zgindication of . ‘how much: water could be saved by replaCing old mains Cha1r-}f'ﬂ" , .
“man. Sullivan . said the mains that. will be replaced are necessary to maintain R
. a proper flow in the system and” noted they Wlll continue to replace some Cof:

the 100 - year old mains' which are 1eaking Ald Rabinow1tz noted when a
‘narrow main is’ replaced ‘the cost saVings of pumping water through ‘a clean
main - would . ‘cut. .down: on- the energy demand. ‘Chairman- Sullivan said there arei'

1sav1ngs that. Will accrue With a new system that cannot be predicted ¢HEfA‘

'tnoted ‘that thousands of dollars have been trimmed to make this progect as’

o "bare bones" as possible

_ Comm Wagoner said he feels we are at -a- check pOint 'in the project;"
now.. - -He noted that as Zone Coordinator, ‘he is- required to submit an annual
work plan and: one thing that was included was infrastructure 'and 'supporting_.
projects- that -would enhance the area. It was not stated that the project
was a.dual system or sole system, only . that a system upgrade was being

planned for the area.

Chairman Sullivan stated that a deCiSion can be made to stop every-
thing. Mayor Biviano stated that the. Council does not want to stop  the
‘project, but merely put things on hold until March 24 to evaluate the situa-
tion with Jim Suozzo.  Ald. Angelino stated that the Council wants to know
where the project stands finanCially. The CounCil recommended the Water .
Board attend the meeting in Albany as planned : :

Ald Angelino reiterated he wants to give the Water Board all: the money
they need . ‘but’ .not : one. nickel more: than they need for the pro:ect. ‘Comm.
Natoli noted the Water Board does not want to spend any more than they have.

to.

There being no‘furtherfdiscussion;-the:meeting adjourned - at 8:45‘pmr




