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A j01nt meeting of the Common Coun011 the Town of Norw1ch the Town 6f*g,

:p;¢f'fNorth ‘Norwich -"and the. Fire' 0versaght Committee was held at 7 pm on. March 6 ;p=;;§Vﬁa
'”1}51996 ‘at. the Higley Building.rA . ‘ : R . R

Present.' . R Mso.;

-:{H'Mayor Joseph BlVlanO jﬁlrf“”'
' Ald. George Carnrike-

" A1d. Mat 'Thall

.~ John: Baker -
 Lane Anderson
ZJlm'Williams
7. Tom Grady: -
b?;-Richard HcNulty
. Eugene. Yesko.pﬂj'~‘3

~ :Ald. Robert: RabinOW1tz:Qf‘ -
“Ald. .Barbara Schermerhorn

o Ald. Charles Angelino

:’Adolph Chiarino Town of Norwichgi'i;:ﬂjrfi;f“ TN

'ﬁshlﬂgtRussell Mosher d*fﬁdﬁﬂ;~
. Fire: ‘Chief Mark Rice R
Asst. Fire Chief” Graydon Tltus:"%-f

..~ 'Steve Benenati '
- .Charles Brooks ‘_a
“Richard Phillips

"7f;Asst Fire Chief Stan Brlghtmanf‘

Y ‘11};3111 Roberts
. Director: of Finance/clerk Brian Haak

:':Deputy Clerk Donna Russell

. Aald. Carnrike opened the meeting at 7 10 pm and noted- lel Young, an
'attorney with- the NYS Association of Fire Districts was present to answer

o questlons.__.'

There was clarlficatlon made regardlng the minutes. of the- February 7,
. 1996 . meeting, the last paragraph of the first page referenced debt limlt -
Mr. Williams noted it should be referred to as "spending llmlt": rather than

debt llmlt

h'Ald. Carnrike reported the appraiser has proposed a fee of $600 for 12
pieces of equipment and 12 cents per mile for approximately 40" miles from

_Barneveld

, There ‘was discussion regardlng the steps to forming a Flre Distrlct.
Mr. Young noted Article 11A addresses a town and village’ formlng a ~district,
“but it does. not. address a city and town. He said to form a Joint fire dis-
trict between the .City and the Towns special legislation ‘is needed. “Mr.

'"Young sald the Comptroller ‘suggested the parties get a spe01f1c ‘local ruling;"'

irather than a statew1de and noted the 1oca1 assemblyman would need to sup-*
.~port it. - - : :

Jim Willlams asked if approval by the County Board of SuPerV1sors 1s'f_.

required prior to the final approval by the Clty and Towns. Mr.. Young said
that is not required. He said after the Town Boards and ‘the Common Counicil
hold public hearings and pass resolutions to approve. the District, the ap-
proval would be subject to a public referendum. He said before obtalning
the special legislation required, a certain commitment. should -be- made- ‘from
the towns and city that they are studying the matter and have been for sever-
al years and that they are also discussing it w1th their assemblyman.

Mayor Biviano said the City is concerned about the bond limit and keep-
ing the debt limit as low as possible. Mr. Young noted there would be a
reserve fund which could be spent only through referendum. There was much
discussion regarding establishing lower spending limits. Mr. ‘Young . said ..
has been his- .experience that the Fire Districts are quite conservative 1n'
“their spending as most members of the boards are’ res1dents of the area. -

Mayox Biv1ano raised another concern relative to the equalization rate,
~and one assessor., The Mayor said it would seem that there ‘should be one
assessor for the entire’ dlstrict. Mr. Young ‘said ‘there are districts. that
" have different assessors within it.
ization rate, there is. qulte a difference in the rate ‘and. questioned what ef-~
fect it would have on the district.. Mr. Williams said he feels that we. can

" move . forward with. the Fire District concept without Isettling ‘the ~ equaliza-

s‘tion rate issue. The Mayor said he did not agree that it could be done.

. Mayor Biviano. noted, relative the- equal-,Vi



"ffSuperVisor Chiarino said the Town of Norwich has 1ooked into uSing one asses-jﬁfff:f‘iﬁif

 sor.and- found - that. the' County is.not. interested in’ g01ng to a""one .. assessor"[,{'*"

“i?system o Mr. Williams said AF- there is concern, the governing bodies of ‘the -’

”f_Fire District ‘can. look ‘inhto . the. equalization ‘rate.’ ~-There . was discussionffﬁb

fﬁf:relative “to. the" Intermunicipal Agreement and. the: EDZ. CMx: Williams suggest-?'._m
" ‘ed that ‘a resolution be passed. to. reflect that the EDZ will not be affected. e

"f}by the rate for the Fire District

o Regarding fire equipment Mr. Young said it is the opinion of the Comp-*'ff{jﬁ}ﬁiif
?troller that: the owner’can.sell it, give it or.do whatever can.be worked “out . .. loob
R Wlthln “the .- municipality.u ‘He noted that whatever action is taken, it shouldﬂz*j“
A ﬁput in the form of a resolution.. : SR e B DU P SR

o There was discussion relative to surplus monies ,ﬁhld Carnrike askedFyff;; e
"what would. ‘become . of ~the fire. equipment reserve fund It was ‘agreed thatlfif;fﬁ?gTﬁg

_the reserve. would not be. discussed until ‘after the appraisal s .completed.

s,i«'Mr. Williams. noted the original resolution establishing the reserve Will;¥ﬁn{:3ﬁ"'
‘-gtprobably determine what can be done with the money.wﬁ N R R

Fire Chief Rice commented that it should be kept in’ mind when the ap—{jjl;jhffﬁff

'fhpraisal of the fire: equipment comes in. that in ‘addition to the current Valuet,.-7*7“'

'7}of the ', equipment ‘what. is it worth to the: district. if they’ had to . purchase

it new. -B11l Roberts noted that the- City taxpayers should not- have to con-‘ddffﬂ

}f‘tribute for equipment ‘that they have already paid for. He also 'stated thatf;.“‘f'ffi'
- if ‘the Fire Distriect is  dissolved, the City should not ‘be - 1éft with" lessfjfﬂ‘

‘than it had originally., Mr..Young said that it could be included . in- theggﬁ*ft

- resolution..f~;; =

Representatives from the Town of NorWich held a brief caucus

. SuperVisor .Chiarino said the members discussed the matter and are all”
in agreement that - they would be Wllllng to ilook ‘at  the- equipment reserve

'money to buy - out- ‘the ‘town's shares once ‘the appraisal is done. ‘The- groupf )

also said they are. open to the “one assessor" concept although it is ~ not -

‘the control of the Town Board There would have to be-an ‘election to repeal'ﬁd':

- the three person assessors; He said the. Board would discuss the matter Wlth
“the MuniCipal Cooperation Committee. - Mayor Biviano noted ‘that the City

would use the Town's asdessor. Mr. Williams noted that cooperative- assess~— . -
- ing - districts ‘should be looked at between the Towns and ‘the City. - He also

fsuggested the Real Property Tax Law should be looked at.‘.

B Regarding paid firefighters Mr. Mosher said he believes a public hear-ﬂ"
-ing would have to be held to allow the district to ‘have, paid firefighters -

' The Mayor asked what the status of ‘the " firefighters union contract. would ‘be

should ‘the Fire. District be formed - Mr. Young said the District would havew
- to take the contract. '

- In ClOSlng, Ald Carnrike said the group ‘would meet after the appraisal_“
of the‘ fire equipment is completed and the MuniCipal Cooperation Committeed”

'u;has met

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm




