Village of Penn Yan Historic Preservation Commission
SPECIAL WORKSHOP Meeting Minutes
August 3, 2021
111 EIm Street MUB ROOM

5:30 pm

Present: Maggie Kessler-Chair, Shirley Owens, Tom Barden, Melissa Parsons, Lynn Duryea-Secy.

Public Present: Mike Kessler.
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The Commissioners engaged in general discussion about miscellaneous topics, such as;

Realtor notification. The commissioners all agreed that real estate agents should be required by some
governing body to inform prospective buyers when selling a property in an Historic Preservation District.

Sending mailers. There was a suggestion to send information to all 196 property owners in the Historic
District letting them know their property was in the district and providing a list of financial resources they
could explore. The commissioners decided to talk to their Village Board liaison, Rich Stewart, about how to
achieve that. There were offers by some members to stuff envelopes with the information, if needed.

Reducing the size of the Historic Preservation District. There was conversation about eliminating many
residential properties from the Historic Preservation District and reducing the boundary to include Main,
Wagener, Water, Chapel and Court Streets. The notion was that property owners being released from the
expense of conforming to historic preservation standards would be more apt to properly maintain their
homes. The opposing opinion was, with no regulations, the historic character of residential homes would
quickly deteriorate and be lost forever.

The commissioners went on to look at the following guidelines paperwork provided for the meeting;

Application Review Checklist. This was a 3-page list showing review guidelines for almost all of the types
of applications the commission would typically review. The commissioners indicated they would begin
using these guidelines at each meeting when conducting their application reviews.

Preservation Briefs. This was another 3-page list showing more in-depth guideline information for many
types of applications the commissioners would review. All of the briefs were available to read or print out
at nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs.htm and would provide more comprehensive information whenever
the commissioners felt the need for more guidance on an application.

The meeting ended at 6:35pm.

Submitted by Secretary:

Lynn Duryea




