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(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the filing of this lo
strike out that which is not applicable.)

cal law and

1. (Final adoption by local legislative body only.)

| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto ascribed as local law number 02 of 20 26 of

the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE was duly passed by the
COMMON COUNCIL on APRIL 7 2026 i dccordancs
(Name of Legislative Body)
with the applicable provisions of law.
2. (Passage by local legislative body with approval, no disapproval or repassage after disapproval by the Elective
Chief Executive Officer*.)
| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, ascribed as local law number of 20 of the
(County)(City)(Town)(Village) of _was duly passed by the
on 20 and was
{Name of Legislative Body)
(approved)(not approved )(repassed after disapproval) by the
(Elective Chief Executive Officer”)
on 20 in accordance with the applicable provisions of law.
3. (Final adoption by referendum.)
of 20 of the

| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, ascribed as local law number
was duly passed by the

_} (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of

20 and was

on

(Name of Legislative Body)

(approved)(not approved)(repassed after disapproval) by the on
{Elective Chief Executive Officer”)

20 -,

ple by reason of a (mandatory)(permissive) referendum, and received the

Such local law was submitted to the peol
the qualified electors voting thereon at the (general )(special)(annual) election held on

affirmative vote of a majority of
20 in accordance with the applicable provisions of law.

4. (Subject to permissive referendum and final adoption because no valid petition was filed requesting referendum.)

of 20 of the

| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, ascribed as local law number
was duly passed by the

(County)(City)(Town)(Village) of

on 20 and was
(Name of Legislative Body)
(approved)(not approved)(repassed after disapproval) by the on
(Elective Chief Executive Officer®)
20 _ Such local law was subject to permissive referendum and no valid petition

20 in accordance with the

requesting such referendum was filed as of

applicable provisions of law.

a county-wide basis or, if there be

ef executive officer of a county elected on
f a town where such officer is vested

* Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chi
or of a city or village, or the supervisor o

none, the chairperson of the county legislative body, the may
with the power to approve or veto local laws or ordinances.
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5. (City local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.)

| hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, ascribed as local law number of 20 of
the City of having submitted to referendum pursuant to

the provisions of Section (36)(37) of the Municipal Home Rule Law, an
majority of the qualified electors of such city voting thereon at the (special)(general) election held on
20 became operative.

)

d having received the affirmative vote ofa

6. (County local law concerning adoption of Charter.)

| hereby certify that the local law annexed thereto, ascribed as local law number
State of New York, having been submitted to

of 20 of

the County of

pursuant to subdivisions 5and 7 of

the electors at the General Election of November 20

section 33 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified

electors of the cities of said county as a unit and a majority of the qualified electors of the towns of said county

considered as a unit voting at said general election, became operative.

rm of final adoption has been followed, please provide an appropriate certification.)

(If any other authorized fo
meis a

| further certify that | have compared the preceding local law with the original on file in this office and that the sa

correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such original local law, and was finally adopted in the manner indicated in

the paragraph 1 above. U :
Clerlq of the county Iegi‘slative body, Cft;( own or Village Clerk or
offidér designated by local legislative body
(Seal) APRIL 8, 2026
(Date)
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(LL 26-02)
A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 8 “FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION”

SPONSOR: CHAIRMAN WILSON; COUNCILMEMBERS SHOOK, PATTERSON
THOMPSON, HENRY, BROWN, JAMES, GRANT AND ATONNA

BE IT ENACTED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie as follows:

STRIKETHROUGH-INDICATES DELETION
LD and U LINE INDICATE D ANGUAG

SECTION 1: Section 8-2 “Composition of Bureau of Fire Prevention” is amended as follows:

The Bureau of Fire Prev

ention shall be composed of the Chief of the Fire Department and sueh
Beetors— aH-appeis om-the-officers-or-members—of-the Fire Department;,-who-she
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exceptas-otherwise-expresshy-provided Fire Department members d

duties.

esignated to perform such

SECTION 2: Section 8-3 “Duties of Fire Chief enumerated” is amended as follows:

(a) It shall be the duty of the Chief of the Fire Department (also referred to herein as the “Fire
Chief) to enforce all laws of the State of New York and ordinances of the City covering the
following matters:

(1) The prevention of fires.
(2) The storage and use of explosives and flammables.

(3) The maintenance of automatic and other fire alarm systems and fire extinguishers and
equipment.

(4) The maintenance of fire escapes.

(5) The means and adequacy of exits in case of fire from factories, schools, hotels, lodging
houses, asytums, hospitals, churches, halls, theaters, shelters, rehabilitation facilities
and all other places in which numbers of persons work, live or congregate from time to
time for any purpose.

(6) The investigation of the cause, origin and circumstances of fires.
(7) The conducting of fire prevention campaigns.

(b) The Chief of the Fire Department or their designee shall also enforce all the regulations set
forth herein, as well as those set forth in the Uniform Code, and shall have such other powers
and perform such other duties as set forth in this chapter, as well as in the Uniform Code, and
as may be conferred or imposed upon him from time to time by law or ordinance.



SECTION 3: Section 8-5. “Investigation of cause, origin, circumstances of fire” is amended as

follows:

Immediately upon the occurrence of such fire, such investigation shall be begun by the Chief of
the Fire Department, or their designee. He They shall notify the Chief of Police, who will take
charge of any physical evidence and who shall, with the assistance of the Building Inspector, aid
in the investigation and prosecution of the matter.

SECTION 4: Section 8-6 “Records, reports of investigations, examinations” is amended as follows:

The Chief of the Fire Department or their duly appointed designee shall keep a record of all

inspections, investigations or examinations made by his Department, including the date of inspection,
investigation or examination and of the violation, if any, he found to exist, and shall make a report of the
same to the Common Council at least once each calendar year.

SECTION 5: Section 8-7. * Permits required” is amended as follows:

It shall be unlawful for any person, his-er-hes- their employees, agents or assigns servants-thereot-1o
engage in the following activities without first having obtained a permit from the Chief of the Fire

Department, or their designee:

)
@
®)
(4)
)
(6)

(7
®
©)

Operation of an acetylene generator with a carbide capacity in excess of five gallons.
Operation of any tire recapping or rebuilding plant.

Operation of an automobile wrecking yard.

Storage of calcium carbide in excess of 200 pounds.

Storage of cellulose nitrate plastics in excess of 25 pounds.

Storage, handling or use of more than 2,000 gallons of flammable compressed gas or
6,000 gallons of nonflammable compressed gas, including liquefied, low-temperature or
cryogenic gases.

Operation of a dry-cleaning plant utilizing flammable or combustible liquids.
Conduct a fireworks or pyrotechnic display.
Storage, handling or use of:

a. ClassIliquids in excess of five gallons inside any building or in excess of 10 gallons
outside any building, except in the case of storage in the fuel tank of a vehicle or

other engine.

b.  Class II or Class Il liquids in excess of 25 gallons inside any building or 60 gallons
outside any building, except in connection with the use of fuel oil in connection
with oil-burning equipment.

(10) Manufacturing, processing, blending or refining of flammable or combustible liquids.



(b)

(©)

(d

(e)

(11) Storage, handling or use of hazardous materials, as defined by Chapter-&—§H74-Ha)
of-the Uniform-Code the New York State Fire Code.

(12) Installation of liquefied petroleum gas in excess of 2,000 gallons in capacity.

(13) Use of any open flame or fire in a theatrical performance.

(14) Storage of portable propane gas containers, with a capacity of more than 2.5 pounds and
less than 100 pounds, awaiting use or resale as part of a propane cylinder exchange or
sale business.

(15) Operation of a commercial kitchen, including any business which has a kitchen hood
present.

(16) Mobile Food Preparation Vehicles as defined by New York State Fire Code.

(17) Public Assembly
(18) Multi Residence

(19) Tents over 400 square feet.

(20) Outdoor assembly events.
(21) Elevator Operation

All applications for permits shall be made on forms and in such detail as the Chief of the Fire
Department shall prescribe and shall be accompanied by such plans and supplementary
materials as are necessary in the view of the Fire Chief to valuate evaluate the application.

Any permit issued under this section is subject to revocation or suspension for due cause,
subject to appeal as provided in Section 8-11.

The fees shall be in accordance with the fee schedule as promulgated by the Fire Chief, with
the approval of the Common Council.

It shall be unlawful for any person, his or her agent or servants thereof to engage in the
following activities without first having obtained a permit from the Building Department
as per Section 6-23 of this code:

(1) Abandonment or removal of underground tanks.

(2) Installation of stationary storage tanks for the storage of flammable or combustible

liquids.
(3) _ Installation of sprinkler and standpipe systems.




(4) Installation of wood or other solid-fuel-burning apparatus.

(5) Installation of a fire alarm system or systems.

SECTION 6: Section 8-10 “Order to install fire-protection appliances and to render same sufficient”
shall be amended as follows:

[f the Chief of the Fire Department or these-acting-underhim-orforhim their designee shall find
appliances on or in any premises, building or structure for protection against fire are not in proper
condition or are of insufficient size or number or are otherwise insufficient for the purpose for which the
same are designated or intended or shall find that such appliances are reasonably necessary for the
protection of such premises, building or structure and are wholly wanting, the Chief or their designee
shall order, in the case of improper condition or insufficiency, that the same be placed in proper
condition and rendered reasonably sufficient to afford proper protection against fire; and in case of
absence of such appliance where it may be found that they are reasonably necessary for protection
against fire, he shall order the installation of such appliances sufficient to afford proper protection in
case of fire to such premises, building or structure and to the occupants thereof or persons rightfully on
or in the same. In no event shall the provisions of this section require equipment or systems in excess of
those otherwise required by the applicable provisions of the Building Code, also known as Article 6 of

this Code.

SECTION 7: Section 8-15 “Firefightermen on duty in place of public assembly” is amended as
follows:

The Chief of the Fire Department, with the consent of the City Administrator shall have the power
to place a fireman firefighter on continuous duty at any theater, auditorium or place of public
assembly in the City during any performance, show or exhibition, for the purpose of enforcing all
fire State and/or City laws and ordinances.

SECTION 8: Section 8-17. “ Fire drills in schools” is amended as follows:

In each public, private or parochial school or educational institution in the City, fire drills shall be

given, when required by the State Education Law--underthesupervision-of A record of these fire
drills shall be kept by the school administration and are to be made available for review by the

Chief of the Fire Department or his-duly-appeinted-inspecter their designee upon request.

SECTION 9: Section 8-18 is amended to add the following new section “Registration of Fire
Protection Equipment Required; penalties for offenses”

(Reserved)

Registration for Certificate of Competency as a Qualified Fire Protection Equipment
Operator Required; penalties for offenses.

(a). __ No person, corporation, firm or partnership may execute any installation, repair or
maintenance work on fire suppression/sprinkler systems, fire extinguishers, or
commercial hood systems in the City without first obtaining from the Chief of the
Fire Department, or their designee, a certificate of competency and registration as a




qualified fire protection equipment contractor pursuant to this section.

(b) Application for a certificate of competency and registration as a qualified fire
protection equipment contractor shall be on a form as approved by the Chief of the
Fire Department and include, but not be limited to, the following information:

(i) a statement detailing a minimum of five years’ experience in fire sprinkler
systems, fire suppression systems, fire extinguishers, and/or commercial hood
systems, as applicable to the work performed under the fire protection
equipment contractor certification; and

(ii) Proof of certification for equipment to be worked on, if applicable; and

(iii) __ Three letters of recommendation from previous customers, preferably for
state or municipal work; and

(iv)  Proof of workers’ compensation insurance as required by New York State
law and liability insurance in an amount not less than $1,000,000; and_

(v) Payment of the permit fee in an amount set forth on the City’s prevailing fee
schedule as adopted by the Common Council and as may be amended by the
Common Council from time to time.

(©) Upon receipt of the Application, the Chief of the Fire Department, or their designee,
shall review and, if all requested information is submitted and satisfies the
requirements listed above, issue a contractor certification of competency.

(d) A contractor may appeal a denial of their application to the City Administrator who
may either confirm or reverse the Chief’s determination. If confirmed, the permit_
fee shall be refunded less a 20% deduction to cover the time for review and appeal.
If reversed, the contractor certification of competency shall be issued by the City
Administrator.

(e) All contractor certifications of competency shall expire on the 31st day of December
of the vear in which they are issued and shall be renewed within 30 days preceding
such expiration by application on a form as approved by the Chief of the Fire
Department and upon payment of a renewal fee as listed on the City’s prevailing fee
schedule as adopted by the Common Council and as may be amended by the
Common Council from time to time. Any lapse in renewal shall require payment of
an administrative fee in an amount equal to the renewal fee. The administrative fee
shall be in addition to the renewal fee.

(d)  This section may be enforced by the Chief of the Fire Department and/or their
designee or by the Building Inspector and/or their designee. Any person, business,
partnership or corporation, firm or partnership who violates any provision of this
section shall be liable to a penalty of $500 per day of violation or imprisonment not
exceeding six months.

SECTION 10: Section 8-19 “Summons, penalties for violations” is amended as follows:

Any person, partnership, ef-corporation, association or entity whe-shallvielateviolating any of
the provisions of this ehaptef—F ire Preventlon and Protectlon Code or of the Uniform Code
adopted in Section 8-4 er-ofan 2 sursuant-thereto shall be subjeet

liable te for a penalty of no less than $250 but nnt exceedlqgw}fer-the-ﬁfst—welraﬂeﬂ—%é{)@

for the second—violation—within-any—two-year—period—and $1,000 for-thethird-orsubsequent




constitute-aseparate-violation and, for continuation of such violation, an additional penalty
not to exceed $10 per day. For the purposes of §80.10 of the Penal Law, this shall constitute

a special corporate fine.

SECTION 11: Section 8-20 is deleted as shown below.

RESERVED

SECTION 12: Section 8-21 “Access to property to fight fires” is amended to revise subsection (b) as
shown below and to delete subsection (c).

Peughkeep&e Anv commerclal bulldmg. multlgle res:dence over 4 umts or any bulldmg
with a fire alarm system shall be required to install and maintain a KNOX box, which
is the only Fire Department approved key box. The KNOX box shall contain a key or
keys that allow access to all areas and doors of the building. These keys shall be kept
current and updated as requested by the Fire Chief or their designee.

SECTION 13: Section 8-23 is amended as follows:



Section 8-23. Operating Permits and Fees for Multiple Residences and Commercial Buildings.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, business or corporation to conduct, maintain or
operate a_multiple residence or other commercial building within the City of Poughkeepsie
without first obtaining from the Fire Chief or their designee an operating permit. All parties
conducting, operating or maintaining a multiple residence or other commercial building must
obtain an operating permit and pay the fee as required by this section within 60 days after the
effective date of the local law adopting this section.

(b) A "multiple residence" shall be defined as a building, or portion of a buil of a building, that contains

three or more dwelling units, congregate living facilities, single room occupancies, boarding

houses, motels or hotels.

(c) A “commercial building” shall be defined as a building used for anything other than multiple
residence, one- or two-family dwelling or an accessory structure to a one- or two-family dwelling.




(d) For uses other than public assemblies and commercial kitchens, the operating permit shall
be obtained on a triennial (i.e every third year) basis and prior to the opening, use or change of
use of any new or existing multiple residence or commercial building. Public assemblies and
commercial kitchens shall be inspected and permitted annually. Prior to issuing the operating
permit, the Chief of the Fire Department or their designee shall inspect the building to make a
determination that the building is in compliance with the Fire Code of New York State and all
laws, codes and ordinances relative to occupancy and fire protection and safety. The applicant
shall pay the required fee at the time the operating permit application and/or renewal is made
to the Chief of the Fire Department or their designee. The fee shall be in accordance with the
prevailing fee schedule as approved by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie and as
amended from time to time.

(e) Penalties. Any person, firm, corporation, or association violating the provisions of this section
shall be subject to penalties as per Sections 8-19 of this chapter.

SECTION 14: Section 8-24 “License and fees for places of public assembly” is amended as follows:

Section 8-24. License and fees for places of public assembly.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, business or corporation to conduct, maintain or
operate a place of public assembly within the City of Poughkeepsie without first obtaining
from the Fire Chief or histher their designee a license. All parties conducting, operating or
maintaining a place of public assembly must obtain a license and pay the fee as required by
this section within 60 days after the effective date of this section.

(b) A "place of public assembly" shall be defined as a building, or portion of a building, used for
gathering together 50 or more persons for amusement, athletic, civic, dining, educational,
entertainment, patriotic, political, recreational, religious, social or similar purposes.

(c) Said license shall be obtained on an annual basis on-or-before Mareh-15-of each-year and prior
to the opening or use of any new-building space used for the purpose of public assembly. Prior
to issuance of said license each year, the BuildingInspeetor Fire Chief or their designee
shall inspect the place of public assembly to make a determination as to the maximum safe
occupancy of the proposed place of public assembly pursuant to the Fire Code of New York
State and to approve and ensure its compliance with all laws, codes and ordinances relative
to maximum occupancy allowed and fire protection and safety. The applicant shall pay an
annual license fee at the time the license application and/or renewal is made to the Building
Inspector-or-his-or-her Fire Chief or their designee. The fee shall be in accordance with the

fee schedule as approved by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie and as may
be amended from time to time.

(d) Penalties. Any person, firm, business, e corporation or association whe-violates-the-
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violation—violating the provisions of this section shall be subject to penalties as per
Section 8-19 of this chapter.

(e) Suspension of license.

(1) Upon a second conviction of any violation of Section 8-25 or 8-26 of this article, the
public assembly license of the business shall be deemed suspended for a period of seven
calendar days commencing the day of the date of such conviction.

(2) Upon a third or subsequent conviction of any violation of Section 8-25 or 8-26, the public
assembly license of the business shall be deemed suspended for a period of 14 calendar
days commencing the day of the date of such conviction.

(3) If the occupancy load is not posted in accordance with the Fire Code, the public
assembly license may be suspended until corrected.

SECTION 15: Section 8-25 “Requirements for places of public assembly” is amended to revise
subsection (b) as follows:

(b) Penalties. Any person, firm, corporation, or association violating the provisions of this
section shall be subject to penalties as per Sections 8-19 of this chapter.

SECTION 16: Section 8-27 “Service of process” is amended as follows:

Service of an accusatory instrument alleging any violation of this Chapter therein may be made
by personal delivery to the owner of the property_or to any person found at the place of public
assembly who is in an apparent position : - = fett
by-personal-delivery-to-the-person-named of authority or control over the place of public assembly.
This shall be deemed to include but not be limited to bartenders, hosts or hostesses, or person in
apparent charge of allowing or denying to the public entrance to the place of public assembly, or
any other person known to be responsible for the operation of the place of public assembly.

SECTION 17: Section 8-30 “Constituted” is amended as follows:



The Fire Department shall consist of-a-hook—andladder—company;—hese—companies;—steamer
ompanies—and e—patrol—a—Chief—a Depub hief—an—Assistan hief: o—deputies—to—the

- - 3 3 - 3

hired- engine companies, ladder companies, a chief, a deputy chief and any such other officers
and personnel, as may be appointed or hired from time to time.

SECTION 18: Section 8-31 “Requirements for membership in Department” is amended as follows:

No person shall be appointed to—membership—in the Fire Department or continue te—held
membership employment therein who is not a citizen of the United States or who has been
convicted of a felony; ner-shall-any-persen-be-appeinted-wheo-cann d-and-write-the-Eng ish

-

T
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The Chief of the department shall be appointed by the Mayor. The Deputy Chief shall be
appointed by the Mayor with recommendation provided by the Chief.

SECTION 20: Section 8-32.1 “Designation of Deputy Chief; duties in absence of Chief.”

In the absence of the Chief, the Deputy Chief shall be in charge of the | Fire Department

SECTION 21: Section 8-33 “Designation of Assistant Chief; duties in absence of Chief” is deleted
as shown below:




RESERVED
SECTION 22: Section 8-34 is amended to revise the title and text as follows:

Section 8-34. Authority of Chief;Assistant-Chief and Deputy Chief at fire.

The Chief,—the and Deputy Chief and-Assistant-Chief-of-theDepartment shall have full and
absolute power at all fires to order and direct the firemen-and-fire-wardens firefighters and fire
officers in the management of the fire engines and other apparatus for the extinguishment of fires.

SECTION 23: Section 8-35 is amended to revise the title and text as follows:

Section 8-35. Command of Department in absence of Chief, Assistant Deputy Chief.

In case of absence of the Chief and Deputy Chief of the Department and-hisDeputy-and-Assistant
from any fire, the on duty shift commander eaptam—m—ehafge-shall take command of the Flre
Department he-depu €

RESERVED

SECTION 25: Section 8-37 “Duties of captain, lieutenants” is deleted as shown below:

RESERVED

SECTION 26: Section 8-38 “Uniform badge to be worn” is amended as follows:




Newly hired members of the Fire Department shall receive a uniform badge.

SECTION 27: Section 8-39 “Badge to be worn on duty” is amended as follows:
All members of the Fire Department shall—when-en-duty; wear the-firemen's their department

issued badge while wearing their Class A uniform. provided by-the City-on-penalty-of expulsion
; he Fire I : T

SECTION 28: Section 8-40 is amended to revise the title and text as shown below:

Section 8-41. Return of badge whenleaving Department;loss-ofbadge.

A member’s badge must be returned upon request by the Fire Chief.

SECTION 29: Sections 8-42 through 8-51 are deleted as shown below:




RESERVED

SECTION 30: Section 8-53 “Possession of hydrant at fire” is amended as follows:

The Fire Department shall be given access to any fire hydrant, public or private, for use

during an emergency.



N SECTION 31: Section 8-55 is deleted as shown below:

RESERVED

SECTION 32. This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the New York State
Secretary of State.

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER ATONNA

Submitted to Council: April 7, 2026 I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct
Council Action: Approved copy of a Resolution duly adopted at a regular meeting
Roll call vote taken: Yes X No of the Common Council held April 7. 2026

Ayes 9 Nays 0 Abstain 0 Ab7nt 0

Approved by Mayoron ___ Y[ 3 / L,

Mayor’s Signature W Clty Chamberlain




