
CITY OF RENSSELAER

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING

WEDNESDAY EVENING
REGULAR MEETING

MARCH 20, 2019

THE COUNCIL CONVENED AT 7:00 P.M. AND WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY PRESIDENT

DEFRANCESCO.

THE ROLL BEING CALLED, THE FOLLOWING ANSWERED TO THEIR NAMES:

PRESIDENT DEFRANCESCO

ALDERPERSON:   VAN VORST

GARDNER

LEAHEY

CASEY

ENDRES

VANDYKE

EXCUSED:

CITY OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:  DOMINICK TAGLIENTO, MAYOR MOONEY

ALDERPERSON GARDNER MOVED THAT THE MINUTES BE ADOPTED AS PRINTED,
SUBJECT TO CORRECTIONS, SECONDED BY ALDERPERSON LEAHEY.
PRESIDENT DEFRANCESCO DECLARED THIS MOTION DULY ADOPTED.

COMMUNICATIONS: NONE

COMMUNICATIONS FROM DEPARTMENT HEADS:  NONE

CITY CLERK NANCY HARDT REPORTS THAT THE MAYOR HAS APPROVED ALL

RESOLUTIONS PASSED AT THE LAST COUNCIL MEETING.

PRESENTATION OF ACCOUNTS:

ALDERPERSON GARDNER MADE A MOTION TO WAIVE THE READING OF THE BILLS AND

PAYROLL, SECONDED BY ALDERPERSON CASEY.

VOTES TO WAIVE THE READING OF BILLS

AYES:  VAN VORST, GARDNER, LEAHEY, CASEY, ENDRES VANDYKE, AND
DEFRANCESCO.

NOES:

PRESIDENT DEFRANCESCO DECLARED THIS MOTION DULY ADOPTED

ALDERPERSON VANDYKE MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE BILLS AND PAYROLL AS

PRINTED SUBJECT TO CORRECTION, SECONDED BY ALDERPERSON ENDRES.

VOTES TO ACCEPT THE BILLS AND PAYROLL:
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AYES: VAN VORST, GARDNER, LEAHEY, CASEY, ENDRES,VANDYKE, AND
DEFRANCESCO.

NOES:

PRESIDENT DEFRANCESCO DECLARED THIS MOTION DULY ADOPTED

COMMITTEE & WARD REPORTS:

NONE

BIDS:  NONE

CLAIMS:  NONE

PETITIONS:   NONE

A MOTION WAS MADE BY ALDERPERSON LEAHEY TO ADJOURN AT 7:05 P. M. AND

SECONDED BY ALDERPERSON CASEY.

VOTES TO ADJOURN:

AYES:  VAN VORST, GARDNER, LEAHEY, CASEY, ENDRES, VAN DYKE AND
DEFRANCESCO.

NOES:

PRESIDENT DEFRANCESCO DECLARED THIS MOTION DULY ADOPTED.

NEXT MEETING: APRIL 3, 2019
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CITY OF RENSSELAER

lrr'L OFFICE OF

YA«Y THE CITY CLERK
NANCY E. HARDT 518) 462 -4266

City Clerk
CITY HALL

Fax: (518) 462 -0890
62 WASHINGTON STREET

RENSSELAER, NEW YORK 12144

AGENDA FOR THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING

MARCH 20,  2019

1.  A RESOLUTION HONORING SALAH HARRIS ON HIS YMCA
STUDENT AWARD.

2.  A RESOLUTION HONORING TINO RODRIGUEZ ON HIS YMCA
STUDENT AWARD

3.  A RESOLUTION HONORING DENISE WRIGHT ON HER YMCA
EDUCATOR AWARD

4.  RESOLUTION AMENDING LOCAL LAW 1 OF 1979 AS

AMENDED ON JUNE 4, 2003

5.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INSTALLATION OF NO

PARKING -FIRE LANE" SIGNS

6.  RESOLUTION INCREASING SALARY OF FIRE CHIEF



By Alderperson: Council As A Whole

Seconded by Alderperson:

A RESOLUTION HONORING SALAH HARRIS ON HIS

YMCA STUDENT AWARD

WHEREAS, Salah is a Senior Student Athlete for the Rensselaer Rams and excels on the

court as part of the Varsity Basketball team and Varsity Track and Field team.  In
addition, Salah is a member of the National Honor Society and serves as the Captain of
the Varsity Masterminds team; and

WHEREAS, Salah has volunteered for the Men of MODEL Community Clean Up Day,
the Equinox Thanksgiving Day Community Dinner and the Regional Food Bank of
Northeastern New York; and

WHEREAS, Salah has been connected to the YMCA through the Black and Latino
Achievers Program for many years where he has attended Youth Summits at local
colleges, been part of social gatherings and gone on college tours in different states aside
from New York; and

WHEREAS,  Salah has been chosen as a delegate for the Global Immersion YMCA 175
London Trip this August.  In his application for the Outstanding Student and Educator
Awards he stated "I have learned how important taking responsibility and having respect
for others is." He also said "The Y opportunities let me travel the Country, meet
Politicians, make new friends, go to Caucus, and network with people that I never been
able to connect with.  This has and will always have a lasting affect one me."

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Common
Council, City Clerk, Treasurer and all Citizens of the City of Rensselaer take this
opportunity to congratulate Salah Harris on his many achievements.

James Van Vorst ye o No Abstain o Absent Approved as to form and sufficiency
this 0th day of March, 2019.

Dave Gardner liye o No o Abstain o Absent

Bryan Leaky Ye 13h dA o No o Abstain Absent

James Casey Aye o No o Abstain o Absent Corpor.  ion Counsel

Eric Endres die o° No o Abstain o Absent

Margaret Van Dyke W o No o Abstain o Absent Approved by:Ye

John DeFrancesco hiAye sNo o Abstain o Absent 71141 ,   f

Vote Totals 1 Aye U No Abstain Absent Mayor

Result x4



By Alderperson: Council As A Whole

Seconded by Alderperson:

A RESOLUTION HONORING TINO RODRIGUEZ ON HIS

YMCA STUDENT AWARD

WHEREAS, Tino has been connected with the YMCA for numerous years and

participated in the YMCA Summer Camp to eventually become a Counselor in Training;
and

WHEREAS, After completing the program and turning 16, Tino became an employee of
the YMCA as a Camp Counselor and later transitioned to being an Activities Assistant at
the Rensselaer Afterschool Program with the YMCA; and

WHEREAS, Tino is a 5 year Black and Latino Achievers Program participant and has
volunteered with participants in the program as a scorekeeper for a basketball tournament
as well as facilitating a craft fair at the Albany YMCA and ran the concession stand
multiple times for basketball tournaments to raise funds for the program; and

WHEREAS, Tino credits the work that he has done with the YMCA to becoming more
social and welcoming to new experiences, and through his involvement with the YMCA,
he has made many new friends and has had the ability to network with many people.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Common
Council, City Clerk, Treasurer and all Citizens of the City of Rensselaer take this
opportunity to congratulate Tino Rodriguez on his many achievements.

Approved as to form and sufficiency
James Van Vorst Aye o No o Abstain o Absent thi •   0th day of March, 2019.

Dave Gardner c/Aye No o Abstain Absent

Bryan Leahey Aye o No Abstain o Absent Corporation Counsel
James Casey

4ye
Aye o No Abstain a Absent

Eric Endres e o No Abstain Absent Approved by:
Margaret Van Dyke dAye o No o Abstain AB Y Ye Absent 74L-John DeFrancesco Aye No Abstain o Absent

Mayor
Vote Totals l Aye 0 No Abstain Absent

Result



S
By Alderperson: Council As A Whole

Seconded by Alderperson:

A RESOLUTION HONORING DENISE WRIGHT ON HER
YMCA EDUCATOR AWARD

WHEREAS, Denise Wright has been a dedicated educator for the Rensselaer High
School in the English Department for the last 32 years; and

WHEREAS,, as part of her teaching philosophy, Denise believes in getting students
involved with many community activities; and

WHEREAS, she serves as the Coordinator of the School District's Making Strides
Against Breast Cancer Walk at Washington Park in Albany since her own diagnosis in
2001; and

WHEREAS, she has spent time mentoring parents, students and faculty through their
struggles with the disease; and

WHEREAS, Denise serves as the faculty liaison of the Rensselaer Alumni Association
where 'she instills school pride in students by creating Community Service Projects which
includes archiving memorabilia from past graduates and creating displays around the
school; and

WHEREAS, She is an active member ofher church as a mentor for confirmation class
members, as well as a 20 year member of the East Schodack Fire Company serving on
the Board of Directors, kitchen and beautification committees; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Common
Council, City Clerk, Treasurer and all Citizens of the City of Rensselaer wish to
congratulate Denise on her dedication and excellence in her teaching capacity and her
outside charitable interests.

James Van Vorst kritiye o No o Abstain o Absent

Dave Gardner o No o Abstain o Absent Approved as to form and sufficiency
Bryan Leakey Aye a No o Abstain o Absent thi •   th day of March, 2019.

James Casey QAye o No a_ Abstain o Absent,  ;  .:
Eric Endres b o No D. Abstain a Absent 3  •- Corpor. tion Counsel

Margaret Van Dyke ni o No o Abstain a Absent

John DeFrancesco WA o No o Abstain a Absent  _ _ Approved by:
Vote Totals lAye b No Abstain Absent

PA ' IN . 2716t)-2---
Result 1 1- Mayor



·' 
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By Alderperson: Dave Gardner 

Seconded by Alderperson: 

RESOLUTION AMENDING LOCAL LAW #1 OF 1979 AS AMENDED ON 
JUNE 4, 2003 

WHEREAS, the City of Rensselaer conducted a Public Hearing to discuss amending Local 
Law#l of 1979 as amended on June 4, 2003 on March 6, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, said amendment will add the following language at the end of "Regulation for 
Dumpsters." "During the period of November 15 to April 15, Dumpsters and Portable Storage 
·Containers may be placed on City of Rensselaer streets for only 72 hours." 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the above stated language be added to Local 
Law #lof 1979 as amended on June 4, 2003. 

Approved as to form and sufficiency 
This th day of March, 2019 

by: 

J111es Van Vorst • Abstain • Absent ~ ~ 
a Abstain a Absart Mayor 

• Abswn a Absent 
a Abstain 0 Absmt· 
a Abstain • Absalt 
• .Abstain a Absem 
• Abstain a Absent 

VoteTtnls No Abstain Ament 
Result 



By Alderperson: Bryan

Lea
Seconded by Alderperson: V C/ 0141A-

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INSTALLATION OF "NO

PARKING -FIRE LANE" SIGNS

WHEREAS, the City of Rensselaer conducted a Public Hearing to discuss the installation of two
No Parking -Fire Lane"  signs located on Tracey Street between Broadway and First Street
facing West to East on March 6, 2019.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that two "No Parking -Fire Lane" signs be installed
in the manner described in the above paragraph.

Approved as to form and sufficiency
Thi •  10th da of Mar 2019

Corporati•  Counsel

Approved

fby:
Mayor

James Van Vorst ye o No o Abstain a Absent

Dave Gardner ti o No a Absain a_Absent

kan Leahey i Aye o No a Abstain o Absent

James Casey d / Aye o No o Abstain o Absent

Eric Endres Aye o No a Abstain a Absent

Margaret Van Dyke  :/   o No a Abstain a Absent
John DeFrancesco Q Aye o No  -  o Abstain a Absent
Vote Totals 1 Aire 0 No Abstain Absent



By Alderperson: Jim Van Vorst

I p LPSeconded by Alderperson: 0/0 Ir'l r

RESOLUTION INCREASING SALARY OF FIRE CHIEF

WHEREAS, the City of Rensselaer is desirous of increasing the annual salary of the City of
Rensselaer Fire Chief from $15,000.00to $25,000.00.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Rensselaer Fire Chiefs salary shall
be $25,000.00 effective immediately; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that budget line #A.3410.7100 be increased to $25,000.00

Approved as to form and sufficiency
this  ' 1 ` day rch, 3119

Corpnor ."on Counsel

Janes Van Vorst\a/Aye a No o Abstain  _   Absent Approved by:

Dave Gardner ye a No o Abstain  _ o Absent L
an Leahey Iglitye o No Abstain o Absent Mayor

James Casey ye No a Abstain o Absent

Eric Endres ri No Abstain Absent

Margaret Van Dyke Aye No Abstain o Absent

John DeFrancesco d Aye o No o Abstain Absent

Vote Totals 2Aye 0 No Abstain Absent

Result 1W%d


