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BY ALDERMAN__ ./ ) ~ ,"~""

WHEREAS adequate public safety demands that the people of

this state receive adequate and effective fire and police protection~ and

WPIEREAS in providing these services to the residents of

certain localities in this s~ate by counties, cities, villages and towns much

is done to relieve the state of its responsibility in this field, and

HEREAS the state mliSi provide the services of the state

police at public expense in those areas which do not supply local police

protection, and

WHEREAS the burden of providing these services at the local

level falls to the local real property taxpayers, and

WHEREAS all who come into the municipality for business,

recreation, etc. benefit directly from the existence of these services but pay

nothing for them, and

WPIE~AS if the state would relieve those municipalities

already providing police and fire protection of part of the fiscal burden by

instituting a program of state reimbursement of the full cost of police and

firemen retirement benefits, funds would be released which the municipality

may use to increase the size of existing forces or provide higher salaries or

additional benefits thus making these positions more competitive and

attractive for young men seeking a career, and

HEREAS if the state would institute a program of state

reimbursement of the full cost of police and firemen retirement benefits many

municipalities, which have stayed away from establishing local police or paid

fire departments because of the tremendous cost would be more likely to
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NOW Tt{EREFORE ]BE IT ~SOL~D:

THAT the commOn Council of the City of Rensselaer urges

the Legislalure to recognize the valuable service municipal policemen and

firemen render to the people of the state and that they express this

recognition by instituling a program Of slate ~eimbursement of the full

cost of police and firemen retirement benefits.

Approved as to form and

s~fficieney this 19th day
of FebrUary, 1969.
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