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The Council convened at P- - 0%lock P¢.ly and was called to orde:
by Prese Distell, :

~roll-being called -the-—follmviﬂgaawéred— to their naness
' o Pres, Distell

Alderman Fedigan® / . , Aldeman lleGowan. 7
Hoogka;ry Stewart
Behan Ratchfi;y/
Buono : Redna %

zy

Alderman/” noved that the rinutes be adopted as printed subject

to corrections . L VAL A
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COLUNICATIONS FROM THE lixYOK
HEADS OF THE DEPARTLINTS AlD CITY OFFICES

The Clerk report that the llayor had approved of all resoclutions passec
at the last neeting of the Board,

TREASURER'S REPOKT

PRESENTATION OF FETITICNS
REIIONSTIANCES AND COLLIUNICATICNS

FRESENIATION OF ACCOUNTS

Alderman WWmved that all bills be referred to the auditing
corrd ttee, -

REPORT OF CO.LIITTEE

The auditing cgmrdttee report the following bills corrects -
Aldernan/. moved that the report of the auditing comdttee
be received and all bills be allowed and ordered paide Also the

!St.reet, Civil Defense and Dept. of Vater payrclls.
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Honorable President and Members of the Common Council:

To each of you I extend my best wishes for a happy and a prosperous
New Year. This year of 1955 is to be a decisive one for the City of
Rensselaer. Decisive because with your help, the residents of our city are
to realize the successful culmination of a long, long fight for a new source
of watery, The plans are laid and the fight is almost finished. The struggle
has been an uphill fight but no victory worthwhile has ever been achieved
without headaches and heartaches. We are on the brink of a new era for
Rensselaer. A new water source will be the impetus which will aid in the
expansion of our citys It will increase our population and make our
municipality move forward along the road of prbgress. With the continued
help of this council and the water committee, I feel that 1955 is the year
when a new water source will be developed. If we accomplish nothing else
during the year then indeed has a great forward step been taken. A new

source of water must be and will be our first and most important objective.

New industry must be attracted to our city. We must have an industrial
expansion because the removal of the repair shops and other buildings by the
New York Central Railroad Company has resulted in a great loss in real
property assessed valuation. We must take up the slack by bringing new
industry here. To that end I have appointed a citiz.ens committee whose work
will be to interest new industrial and manufacturing interests in locating
heres This committee will point out the advantages of locating in Rensselaer
where goods and materials can be imported and exported by both rail and water
Let me say here and now that new industry will find a sympathetic administra-—
tion so far as property assessments are concerned., Fach new industrial
plant erected will 1lift the ever increasing tax load rr6m the shoulders of
the individual tax payere

The third phase of the program of my administration is closely alligned
with new water and new industry. It has to do with the taking of immediate
steps to facilitate and improve travel and tramsportation in the south end of
our citye The Second Avenue overhead bridge, which is now a hazard to health

and limb, must be eliminateds A plan must be set up so that vehicle traffic
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will be able to cross Second Avenue from Broadway to Ring Streets This will
result in the opening of an area where there are many building sites and it
will also open an area in the vicinity of Aiken Avenue and the Mill Road
which has hi'bhe:t;'bo been unused because of the closing of Second Avenue at
the railroad crossing, I pledge my leadership in .'l:hia fight and I seek your
ernest cooperation,

These things which I have pointed out to you comprise my program
for this year. It is # program which can be carried out within the limits
of sound economys This year of 1955 while a year of decision must also be
one in which economy must be our watchword. I sincerely ask your help. Let
us join hands to put into effect my program. The achiev'ement of this program
will make our city a better place in which to live.
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I thank you and bid you good night,
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BY ALDERMAN PRAPTS t/'f'fﬁ"'"

RESOIVED, that pursuant to terms of Insurance Policies
S 7107 and SCL 27731 issued by American Unilversal Insurance
Company to the City of Rensselaer, the City Treasurer be and he
hereby is authorized and directed to pay to the said American
Universal Insurance Company the sum of TWO HUNDRED ($200.00)
DOLIARS and charge same to Budget Item 112-M, releases of
Thomes A. Kane and Mary J. Kane having been approved by the
Corporation Counsel and filed with the City Treasurere.

Approved as to form and sufficiency

orporation Counsel
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BY ALDERMAN PRATTS

RESOILVED, that pursuant to terms of Insurance Policies
8 7107 end SCL 27731 issued by American Universal Insurance
Company to the ity of Rensselaer, the City Treasurer be and he
hereby 1s authorized and directed to pay to the said American
Universal Insurance Company the sum of TWO HUNDRED (§$200400)
DOLIARS and charge same to Budget Item 112-M, releases of
Thomas Ae Kane and Mary Je Kene having been approved by the
Corporation Counsel and filed with the Qity ‘Treasurers

Approved ag to form and sufficiency
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