CITY UF ZENSSZLALR,
1K
. Culticy COUwlail,
Tresday evening Janusry 6th, 1920,
Regitlar meeting,

The council convencd &t 9:00 olclock Fo M. and was colled to order by
President Clerence A. Melulley,

The roll belag 2allsd the following snswered te thelr names.
President Melclley,
Alderman Cavanough, Alderman 3o0s,
it Kepumsr i visugh
DRE 4 it

4 whelen, ;: Allen,

: READING OF WAILUTES.
Aldermran Whalen moved *hat the minutes be adopted u= printed subject
to correction,

COMMURICADIVMWS FuoM TEE MAYOR,
HEADS O LBEARTIENTS ARD CILX
VR ICEAS o

The Clerk reported that the Muyor had spproved of all resolutions pacge
ed a2t the last meeting of the BouXde:
Report was recelived..

MAYOR"o wi33AGE.

lensselser, N. ¥. Jan 6th, 1925,

Hon., rPresideat and Board of aldermexn,
Reng:zeluacr, e Yo
Gentiecmer i~

As Mayer, I would respectfully su 4+ t0 vou my anrual
age, trusting that it will be recelved in epirit of mutual
ard g poliey of constructive legislatlon for the City of Rens

Gentlemen, we arc now confronted with the third and 1
year of our grezcnt Germ of office, as slleotted us by the prople.
Before we can besin another, we mugt frist fo hefore the electorate of
the City andl render sn account of our atewardship. It would he well,
therefore, o examine our reéord in office, in order that we may know h
how well we have kept the faith,
DERAZTHENT OF Lak

Unaer The able direction of our effecient Corporation Counsel
this department has become & vital foctor in the sdministration of the
affairs of the City. He has s8¢ co~-crdinsted his office with the other
offices that & much higher standerd of efficlency hau resulted,

When he assumed his duties the city was deluged with claims
for dumsges cnd resultent lew suilts; todey the city hes not one case
pending in the courts, nor is thers & claim which has not been disposed
of along the strict lines of justice, We have, thercfere, a clean
slete in this department/
PINANCE DEEARTLIAT i
SR ST ilipence end care with which the Finances of the city .
have been guurded speulk for the high calibre of our esteemsd City
Pressurer, and all of ueg surely are sppreciative of the kindly aepiste
ance renderel ws mazny times by our busy City Clerk,

PAY TERARTLENT

S S S T depariment hus been well manuzged by the present incunbex
nt, snd I think yon wlll agree with me thet the duties of the oflice
arc ot times enything but pleasant. Waen he agsumed office he wuas 1o
have an adeguate tax map and a thorough eppraisal of the properiy

value in the city. Instead he inherited s bullding code suitshle for
the City Albany, and told to do business in Renssgelser where pecople
were seldom if everxz re:stricted as to building operations. ihs Lppraise
gl is still incomplete and of little value in 1t¥'s present shape, and
the much heralded tax map is practically worthless us far as his work
isconcerncd.

From ths reco
past year permits wiers
$398,127.,00, cr en iper

ard
laars
da

¥
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¢f this department I find thet during the
sgued for building constructlon, aggregating
ase of $144,792,00 over the year previous.
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DEPAYTLENT OF PUBLIC_WCRKS
=IETSESIT Tnthis Tepertment that owr administration has been
especially active during ths past year, and judging from the amount of
work ard the gquelity thereof as performed durlng the post season, we
heve something which we can all be proud cf. :

During the past jyear, contracte were awarded for the improvement
of the following streets, aggregating $182,00040C and the work actuslly
completed: Bast gtreet, third Avenus, Herrick sStreet, Alken avenue,
Broadwey, fifth street, Fowler Avenue, Chestnut Street and South Street
on s1l these streets except the first three and the last bounlevard
lights were ordered jpnstelled, In sddition to this work sewer contrects
aggregating $18,500.0C were awarded, and sewers 1aid in the following
streets; Thomag, John, Bighth, Birch, Ninth, Tenth, Manor Drive, Lin-
coln Terrace and the much neeled and long promised work, the Washington
Avenue ZSewels 411l these improvements wers in the service of the people
fhe came year they were ordered by your honorable body, as they were kX
hurried to completion on the carliest date, ond st & minimum cost. An
jdes of tre economy of this work can be had by considering this point]
50,828 square yards of o treet were impreved atl a cost per squere yard o
of $Re30

in addition to this work many improvements were made in the olty
by the men employed in the street Department, notebly the resurfacing
of Tinth Street and Second Street, the opening of Eighth Street from
Birch Street southerly, the grading ¢f John shreet from Fifth to sizth
street, and the placing of the old wooden bridges at John and Sixth
Streets, Willow Jtreet, and qouth Street by corcrets gtructures, and
the meintenence and care of o5 miles of sewers, 10 miles of dirt street
130,000 square vards of pavemant classified as follows;

Consrete 15,000 Square Yards,
Bituninous Macadam 44800 M i
Bpich on Concrete 16,000 % i,
Dressed Granite on Concrete 19500 ¥ i
Redrezsed Granite on dopcrete?l,500 T s
Granite on Sand T 000 1 "
0ld Granite Resurfaced 23,000 " n
Asphalt Block on Concrote 8,972 n L

STREZET CLBAN ING \ 3
==2%aE The purchase of the new Austin Western Motor Pickup Swesper
was a most profitable investment is self evident to anyons who followed
the progress of this work during the past season, Although we always ke
kept our streets clean neverthe less we did zbout twice &s much for
sbout twice as much for about one third the cost with this wonderful
manchine as compared with the 0l1d method.

REEC OEMEEDALZIONS

CITY PLANIRG gl e
== we are living in s aistrict which gives promise for future develo
pment, Our Nelghboring cities are all melring great preparstions & real-
ity we will find ourselves living in an inland seaport. the heart of a
great metropolis, surpassing in wealth and influence even the dream of
mag e«
Although we cannod afford to spend large Sums of mcney &g our
neighbord zre doing in preparation for the roture, yexk yet, I feel
thet some official action should at least be tsken to prepare. Renssel=
ger for the future. I would recommend, therefore, that o City Planing
Board be created 1o Jetormine nlong what lines our gity is to grow, and
to Tix them if possible; thus avoiding the haphazard or hit and miss
way of doing things, and substituting & more goeintific way.
PURLIC ULILITIES g
= ="="TnTough the efforts of our good Governcr, alfred L. smith, the
development of aleatricial energy atb visher's Ferry hes become & matter
of Importance 1o 211 municipelities of the State. Through Superintende
nt Frederick St aort Greene, the lovernor proposes the sale, bY the Zkx
gtate of New York, of this converted energy to the cities of the Stutle
at reduced rates. As & £iym believer in the nroposition that the people
should own, operate and control our nsbtural resources, I wonld Teconms-
eni that an investigation be made into the merits of the proposal to a8
certcin the possible sdventages to the citizens of this City.
Gentlemen, there is another matter which I desire to discuss with

you at this point., Tou are well ewere that we have just completed the
congtruction of seversl f£irat cless streets, From now on we will be
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converned with the maintenance of these thoroughfares. I vould ask,
thers fore, that your Honorsble Body take some action %o prohibit if
possible the teering up of astreets, and all the other pavements as well
by the seversl Public Utility Corporations who bellieve they find it
necessary in order to maintain their service lines. Even if thesc come
penies in queation are acting within their franchise rights in failing
to notify the Department of Public VWorks when excavations are made 1
sincerely believe that enough pressure can be brought to bear to force
thenn, if posgible, to notify the City Ingineer, so that the work of
iemoial and replacement may be done under the proper supervision at

gaiste
PUBLIC_BUILDINGS.

T belleve thet some action should be taken, to improve the condition
of the Lower Police Station. I would recommend, therefore, that the
City Engineer be directed by this Board to prepare the necessary plans
and specifications, and have approved by the State Prison Department,
calling for the elimination of the antiquated cell errangement and the
gubstitution of a modern steel cage with necessary accesscries. Also
the much needed repairs to the exterior of the building.

STREEDS

% view of the wonderful success of Zast Street Improvement, I would
ask that this Bosrd take some action to extend this elass of improveme=-
nt to Washington Street from Columbia to Huyck's Square, Pertition
Street from Erosdway to Third Street, and Third Strset from Partition
Street to Catherine Street.

I woald slso recommend the improvement of Forbes Averme from Broade
way to Washington Avenue, so that through traffic may be shunted along
Broudway northerly over. Forbes Avenue to Washington Avenue, thus elim=-
inating the danger at Fowler and Third, Catherine and Third, and
Catherine =nd Second, and the stecp grade on Washington Avenue.

I would also recommend the replacment of the short plece of bitumin.
ous macadem road leading from Columbia Street Zasterly to the concrete
roadway by concrete,

SEVERS

The praper treatment of this capiion would reguire many rages 28 mu
much of our sewer system is absclete, not having been designed with a
view of the future, and much of it having been improperly constructed.
T am sfraid that this phrase of the subject will have to be pagsed
alongto porterity, as there is nothing that I can see that we can do in
the near future except to direct the City Englneer to prepare a Sewer
Map during the Winter months as requested by the State Board of Health,
so that the problem may be intelligently gtudied.

Yowever, I would recommend that something be dene to remedy the de~
fective condition of the dewer in Pirst Street from MeNaughton Avenue
to Forler aAvenue, and in Fowler Avenue from Pirst Street to Broadway,
as to abviate their backing up in the streets. Also the defective con-
dition of the sewer in Fourth Strest from Dale northerly to Washington
Avenue should receive attentiony this sewer being = emall that when
the slightest rainstorm cccurs it is inadequate to function properly.
This should be relaid te avoid further damage to adjoining property.

Owing to the ever increasing number of catch basins in the city and
the necessity for keeping them clean, I think it would be advisable to
investigate the merits of a power cleaner, whereby every basin in the
City could be cleaned weekly instead of bi-annually as at present, end
for leas moneye.

DEPARTMENT CF PUBLIC_ TORKS.

S T  Tewe that Something should be done to counteract the matter of
insufficient water pressure, for Tive purposes, in the highlanddistrict
of the Citye. Just what would be the zolution of the difficulty, I am
wasble to say at this time, but if public necessity justifies it, I
would recommend the purchase of & pumper to tzle care of these highland
dicstrictse.

PUBLIC VELFARL.

= SI%eTe i3 no doubt, that in the near future, that section of the city
known as the Rifle HKange will be a thing of the past, Under the Law, I
am told that, when the time comes the 1and must revert to the City. as
the range is being used less and less each year, and as there are cerw
tain sections of it not being used at all, I would recommend that some
setion be taken to seek at least a portion of it for & public park,in
which could be located 2 modern playground for the children,

e
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CONCLUSION
In eTosing I would say thet I wish to thank the members of this
i Board for the fine spirit of co-operation and courtesy shown me &t &ll
| times, and I would take this opportunity to publicly congratulate sach
| ebd every ohec of you for the affort you have made to make RBensselser

ambetter City to live in,
j Vory respectfully submitted,

ervey C. Younghans, Moyor,

‘Was received and ordered filed,

Charity Commissioner Conrad lerkle reported having expended for the
month of December 1985, the sum of $984.30 for the relie? of the poor,
Report was received and ordered filed,

To the lizyor aend Ceommon Council of the City of Rensmelaer,

The undersigned, the Corporaticn Counsel, of the (ity of
Rensseluer, submit the follovs: & report for the office during the year
1924,

Meetings of the Common Council sttended during the year
Meetings of the Beard of Educstion attended during the jyear
Humber of Law Snlts agminst the City, pending January 1, 1924.
Humber of Law Suits pending aeninst the City, Janmuary 1, 19256
Claims presented npminet the City for the year 1924,
Claims disposed of during the year 1924 -
Expenses and costs disposing of claims and law suits $200
Jaauary 8, 1224, attendsd hearing before 3tate Tax Commission in regard
to Special Franchise rste on Corporation. The Tax Commission retained
| the rate of 75% to vwhich it was Toeised in Januery 1923,
prepared answers in certicrari proceedings of the Bayer Compony

and Grasselli Chemical Co, The latter is settled,

Attended hearing befors the Zqualization Board of Troy and secured
8 rate of 85% for the City of Renesclser, This rate reduced the State
amd County Zax for the City of Rensselszer 51¢ a thousand on last year's
rate, Last year the tax wus reduced $2,75 a thousand, naling & total fw
for two years of $3.24 per thoussnd
. Prepared contracts Ffor coal supplies to city buildings and schools,
sontract for collaetion of garbage and the purchese of hose and cone-
tracts for the improvement of Broadway, East S5t.,lJouth 3t., Aiken 4ive,
and Fifth st, ;

crepared bond issue in the sum of $214.,000 for iImprovements to the
01ty Streets. Thesc bonds wers sold at & premium. :
, Prepared ordinances for the regulation of Soft Driak Batablishments
end prepared ordinances covering traffie.
: Very truly yours.

John J. Scully,

Corporation Counsel.

o
OoHLBIG

Was received =nd ordered filsd,

L ]

Rensselaer, N. Y. Jan €th, 1925

Mayor and RBoard of Aldermen,
0ity of Ronsselacr, N. Y.
Gentlemern ;-
I beg leave to report to you the cemnlaetion of the 1924
Improvement Irogram. i hove aitsched herete statement gshowing the cost
work gnd it's distridution.
Respectfully submitted.
Alfred J. Zeaufman, City Engineer,
M ENT
~ 19224 Tmprovement :
8% Street, derrick Streect, Third Avenue $20684,0¢
Sewer Contract, Forbes Avenue 106310,
Contract lo, £, 709,03
roadway 54076.57
owler Avenue, Fifth Street, Chestodt sStreet 43546.1€
Alken Avenue COBNGLGE
pouth Street 4056722
: ‘ Coet of Constructicn $200,367.08
gpectors and Helpers 8991.08 8,921.08
Total Cost of Work ¥209,3568,11
- Due Coantructiors on above Work.
hn Doyle Plbg Co., Morbes Avenue Sewer $ el

hn Doyle Plbg Co, sewer contract g o 1316,.6%
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o
P, We Mulderry, ¥ifth, Chegtnut and Fowler 3561484
Belmar Construction Co, Aliken Avenue AT0.8Y
W. P, Campion Broadway 9282.19

, TOTAL - = = -v —ew T UTIBIC.OL
Report was received and ordsred filed.

Rensseleer, N. Y. Jan €th, 1985,
ard of Aldermen,

Hon., Mayor and Bos
= g e L

L¥
City of Renscelser
Gentlemen =
: I beg leave to submit report covering assecosment for curbe
ing and gidewallk, 1924 Improvement, for Aiken avenue, Eroadvgy, Fowler
Avenue, Fifth 3treet and Chestnut Street,

Respectfully submitted,
A. J. Eoufmer, City Engincer,

Was received =nd ordered filed,

Miss Bessie Lyons, Sealer of Weighte and liecsurss Tiled report for
office for the year ending 1924.
Report was recelived and ordered filed.

FRESENTADICY OF FETITIONS,
REICLSTIRANCES AND CONNUL-
CaZi0NS.
Albeny, N. Y. Joan 2nd, 1925.

¢+ Mr John G. Salt, City Clexk,
Rensselaer, L. Yo
Dear Sir:- Acknowledging reccipt of jyour letier of December 19th, giv-
ing notice that at =2 meeting of the Board of Aldermer of the City of

. Company wes directed to remove noles from Broadway ond Alken Avenue,
glease be advised the poles have been removed from Aiken Avenue and on
he esst side of Broadway.
; dowever, it 1s necessary thut we have poles on the west side
of Broadway to carry the necessary feeders for. the operation of the
frotley cars on the Third Street line,

We appreclate the efforts to impeove the appearance of the
- 8ldewalk and we are endeavoring to malke srrangements with the Telephone
; Company and the Zastern New York Utilities Corporation to have & joint
pole contrect which will permit us to remove a number of the poles now

of the arrangement we will notify the Board of Aldermen end submit for
their approval plans showing the number of noles that can be removed,
and if the same is setisfactory the work will be commenced immediately
on receint of approval.
Very truly yours,

E. lurphy, Gen'l Maunsgsr.
Was received =nd ordered filed,

The Clerk reported thet the O0fficisls of the Capital District Transport
etion Company had filed with him the sweeral delays caused by the block
o Ing of Second Avenue by railroad,

Was received and ordered filed.

FPRESLNTATION O ACCCULNTS.

Bill o,
12318, N. ¥. Telephone Co, corvice & tolls City Depts 88,78
12819, C. L. R. Barnhart printing for engineer & Clerk 12.00
| sy J. G. S8lt expenses of office 19.60
262l, J. W. iWlckens supplies to city depts 434,60
, Hickey & Connolly supplies to city depts 20400
2823, Andrew E. Keefe premiuwm of city officials Bonds 20.00
2324, COrrin Totter rent of store for primaries & eledtion <0400
y walter 5. Pratt repairs to Hill Hook & Ladder truck 159464
2326, Wm, P, Clifford supplies to Fire Autos 504,66
2327, Sarah J. MeArdle washing bedding for fire housos 6400
2528, Lewis E. Lawes mattress for fire dept 10.76
2329, Thos, W. Phelan proffesionsl service to Ffireman 600
2380, C. W. Rlley rubber coats to fire dept 135,00
a4 y William Rube watching at fire on Chestnut 5t, 5400

82, Americen LaFrance Fire Engine Co, N.P. handle 5426

‘Renseelaer, held on Tuesday evening, December 1€th, the United Traction

owned by this company for supporting our feed wires. On the completion
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12353, um, <, Uiifford cubylieh to Polico wotoreyeles 16.56
12384, C. L. R. u41¢taLt inting tax bille G« 00
12588, C. L. R. Barnhart y~ nting tax cards ﬂd.no
SCCC, Johr 4, huo“ brovisicns delivered +5 Vedc Trans 28:60
IBOUi, L. P, DOhHlblF pTHV1Mi;“_ delivered to woor 50,00
12358, W. 1mtbu Lensing coul delivered to Veterans 14 1;
12 uoﬁ, Memc Ll Jdospital care of elity poor .' 5
12340 huH”T 21 Hogpital zure of city voor ro°6o
lauél, E. J. E‘ Murray rect for Veteran relief *o°éc
1234z, ””bgnba;5 & Lramer provisions delivercd to Veterans 2€ 400
18842, lorgan Spring Water Co, water to clty depts 15.70
12544, James Picken provi nlons delivered to poor 16.0C
12345, Jamez A, Lallwr;ﬁ expcerges of police —1.50
12846, The Goold Company repairs to White Truck 5.00
2347, Welter 3. Pratt “L'LLTS 0 White Truck : 37.06
12348, Wulter 3. Pratt revairs tc Chev truck 117.34
12249, ¥. shufelt & 3Zon repairs to Chemical H:, 4, 28496
1?259, The Dtmhuurd 011,00, moad il streat ¢ ept 180,00
123561, Huu”} &e Unger JﬁPEJiE Chemical No, B, Se 90
12u5~, The Thite Co, repairs 4¢ Uhite Druck 10,22
ldﬁu», ¢ ubig s u&Gﬂ" i Zerogene ptrect C‘tu..u't 12,80
12354, wm, i, c1ifeora gupplies streat dapt S LTR AR g
-

12355, ilrs Rarrg Creenhalgh autc hire Chi of “Police 11450
12856, Mrs Juliz Linderman s supplies to strect dept 14,91
Alderman Whalen moved that 2171 bllls be referred to the Audits ing
Committee,
Carried,

REPCILTS OF COMMITTEERS.
T?F auditing Committee reported the Tollowing bills correct,
B J.J. a.iG :

LE2 e Lo &1 Barnhart printirg for city offices 10.256
12~81, U. 5. rulman Co, supplies to City Clexl: 4.75
LieB8D, Jd+ U, hhney wupilie. tc ulty u?ftt 7« B0
1~:3E:, .,IV“J-:.“L. Sprine Water Co, water to eity depts 17470
LEROY ., ¥y ¥ ”elephgnb Cc, _crviuc 8 tolls ity depts P28
12588, Laaz Stamp orks supplies to Chief of Iolice 1,05
12289, The x. o “ran Dls Jw;euting Co, soap & holder 440G
12'0 sy Andrew Z. Xeefe policy cn motor C“ulﬁ £9.,00
2291, Athern N, Yo Utllities Corpora tinr Gag & BElectricity 20440
12292, ul?iSiaﬁ Laboratories Albanmy H.Y7. Vaccine to Health dept 1.50
12298, A. B. Hussted & Co, ’:C?*Dg to ZLHITF officer 4.80
2284, Eustern d. 1. Utiliti&a Corp, wtreet lishting 871.86
122856, Wilbur Wilkinscon teking down trnn on Lr\,i:;J 28,00
12296, Zagtern U.X, Utilities Corp gas & *lr"*“?ﬂif" Fire E, 85,10
1329” waral J. leardle washing bedding Zor fire houses 4,00
18296, R. G, Sﬁagart rug Co, supplies to city depts 47 400
1?;, Willism B, MoGes ‘ire'gtuwnnniahﬁm to #iye dep? 18.00
12300 Hahr: hhl veage vicking up hose Chestrut street Fire £400
lthl Eagtern N,¥, Utilities Corp electricity Store houge «90
128C2, J. C. Reney provisions declivered to poor 80,00
12505, James Guilfoil prevtsdon»-mbl*"*’eé to poor 77.00
12304, Jamss Lithgow provisions delivered to Bvoor 1C,00
22086, Jun u1t170~ provieliong delivered to poor 8.00
12206, S. A. Dunn gravel to street dept i 4:2.:0
1230%, Daziel A. IFlanigen repairs &% “hemiu;l do, &, 800
12808, albeny Velding Boller & LicH Shop repsirs strost ﬁcpt 9,08
12309, Albafdy Welding Boiler & lch Shop repairs street dept 2?.80
12510, Blukesles Lumber Co, doscr for Chemical No, 4, ‘;¢3%
12311, uilQU4 Wilkineon removing trses on Breszdway : 3 76,00
2312, Albany Iumber & Planing Mill Ce¢, Lumber Chemical o, 4, 1,50
122135, idilton A. VanEeusen repairs ts n?ec* tape 1.00
12314, John Enapp removing trees Brocdws &y & Third ostreet {C.’“
17815, Vincent DeGuilio paving for street dept 2«20
2%l6, 4. E. Bonsekor sgré te sirect dept 45,75
12317, 4. E. Yonacker ssnd to gtr eﬂt dept 48,75

A Sy—apt oy
-u‘.-l.l._.a.l.l. J-A U-HH!

Frank Boose y61.10 C. Hutchinson V'”.ZD dmy Mofiroe $V0.06 John
s d x £y ' o
Parrell $ BB.EC Peter nuru‘@t%.hu lettHew Hart {UC,00

LUEROVTELMEN i: @
Ragmond Gray $50. GG Charles Maloy $72.00 E;meu* Doran $72.00

111 5 Tl ..f',.b.‘
Thomas aafe ?":f 548,00
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