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REGQULAR MEETING
RENSSELAER CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

Monday, 3 July 1989
Common COuncil Chambers, Clty Hall

AGENDA

PUBLIC HEARING

1. Thorpe Electrlc supply, Inc./21 washington Straet/Special Use
Permit to build in Floodplain ‘

 REGULAR MEETING 4‘7;15 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER/DETERMINATION OF QUORUM
MINUTES‘OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING ~ 6 June 1969
SEGRETARY'B REPORT:

1. ZBA Update: Neimaﬁ |

2. Othex |

OLD BUSINESE:-none

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Thorpe Electric Supply, Inc /21'Wash1ngton Straat/ﬁpecial use
to Permit to bulld in Flood Plain

2. Rensselaer Middle High School/555 Broadway/Freestanding Sign .
Review '

. ADJOURNMENT






AGENDA NOTES

NEW BUSINESS

1. Thorpe Electrlc Supply, Inc./21 Washington Street

Thorpe Electric Supply, Inc., 18 proposing to build an addition,.
approximately 42' X 120' in size on the south side of the store and
warehouse at 27 Washington Street on property known as 21 Washington
Street. The addition will be used as a warehouse. The addltiun will

' maintain the line of the existlng bulldlng and w111 come within 5
feet of the side lot line.

Because warehousing 1s not permitted in a Local Businhess District
(LB), the proposal can only be permitted through the granting by the
ZBA of & use variance to allow expangion of a non- conforming use.
Also, area Varlances will be required to permit. encroachment on the
front, rear and side yard setback; as well as duv1at10n from the
‘requirements for maximum structure coverage and open space.

As part of the propuual _the appllcant intends to pave and stripe Lthe
existing employee parking lot between Broadway and Academy Street, It
' is antieipated that 25 spaces can be created. The spokesman for the.
applicant, Art Gammel, also informs me that negotlations are alsgo
underway to acguire fhe remaining buildings between the ptopused
addition and the Hegss gas station, which, if qurcesaful, would permit
fo atruet 1uad1ng and unluad:nq.

RPD ecummendatiun' The proposed addition is similar tu one built a
few years ago. Building 1t would permit the business to expand while
remaining in the Clty. The addition maintains the exlsting lines of
the building, while leaving space adeqguate for purposes of firs
'8afety between 1t and the buildings on the adlacent lot, Paving the
‘nhearby employee parking lot should maximize use, Hopefully,
negotlations for the adjacent parcel will be suceessful and, at
least, some of the ‘space uaed to accvommodate off-street luadlng and
unloading

Therefore, the RPDA recommenda that the Planning Commisslon make a
favorahle recommendation to the ZBA to grant the necessary variances.
1£ 1t has no problem with the site plan, the Commission mlght
cunsxder approving it cunditiunal upon ZBA action

2. Rensselaer Middle High School/555 Broadway
The Rensselaer Middle High School proposes to replace an existling .

freestanding sign with another freestanding -silgn, which will be the
same helght and about two feeL wider, and will also be lntarnally



illuminated.‘ Because the sign was a glft from the qr&dpatiﬁg class,
a temporary building permit was issued so that it could be in place
for graduatlon. ‘ - ‘

The sign is 4' X 8' (32 square feet). The top of the sign stands 8
from the ground, the same height as the previous sign. The words

- WRensselaer Middle High School" are written in white on a blue
background at the top; below are three lines for changeable copy
{black letters on white). At present the sign is not being lighted.

RPDA Recommendation: Because the grandfathered status of the

- previous freestanding slgn carries over, a variance ig not needed.
Therefore, the sign ls permitted, The Planning Commisslon will review
the size, height and other aspects of the sign's appearance. The new
sign has been sited at the location of the old sign, back from the
street where the illumination should not impact passing traffic. The
RPDA recommends approval. o
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MEETING MINUTES
RENSSELAER CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
3 July 1989

ATT By William Carrxell, Ray Prankeski, Willlam Spath-and John
Dunn were present. M} 1 i ord, Wllltam Piulver, James Van
Vorst, Jr. were absent.

QTHERS PRESENT: Douglas Burgey, Judith Bcott, ~Arthur CGammell, Thomas

Gammell, Mary Szyﬁlmwski and others.

PUBLIC MEARINGS

1. Thorpe El@ctriﬂ Supply, Ine./21 Washington stxagtzsyeciam Use
Permit to build in Floodplai

ealled the Public Hearing to order at 7:00
11, engl for Thoxpe Eled Supply,
Vice-Chajiman Frankgski asked
. 'Then he asked .
: nﬁrnn&uapmhem

Vice~Chaitman Frankesgks
pom. He asked‘Da'”f
Inc ' to exp: w

ST 0 Ep : -\.e‘proposal. - Aga
Vice Ghairman Frankoski then mlmsed the publi¢ hea

REGULAR MERTING

The regulax meeting was .called to ordexr at 7-Uﬂgfw”
‘ﬁetermineﬁ that a quorum was present to canduﬁf

MINUTES OF THE LAST WEETING

‘“ﬂﬂd by William spath, Lhe minutas
unanimons vnta.~

Upon motion of John Dunn and se
" from 6 June 1989 ware app§QVEd y

SECRETARY'S. REPORT

rt Nelman to greate a four

1. The ZBA granted a variance ko H
family dwelling at 212 Wash hgton
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LD BUSINESS — Nohe

l. Thorpe Blectrie Supply, Ing./21 Wa%hlﬂgtﬁn stxeet/vaxiance
Regonmendatlion, 'Site Plan Revlew and Special Ude Permit to bulld
in a flood plain

Upon metion of Willlam Spath, and saoondéd by Williaim Caxxoll, the
Blahning cOmmissihh gaoted ds Follows:

‘"mhalgenwaeJaEt rit

Y Plaﬁnin? cemmiaaion heraby reuommﬁnds that

‘ﬁﬁ Street'be granted The
- varlous arsa variances
slde yard 3atback raqulremant

reéuirad‘frmm the f«ont, rear and
and from the wmaxinwm ﬁtruc
xequlremant ba gr n ‘ .

,,.‘ 1Ee B t ﬁlnq buildinq 1n a
£ ¢ “xwaraLLar with the surrounding
;cummeralal nelqhbmrhomd+

Moreover, the Planaing Commiaﬁiﬂn hexeby approvas Lhe site
Lplan, dated 22 June 1939‘and ‘ : ay

on grants a spegial wse pexrmit
nt in tha 100-year £lwnd.p1ain, no Ing that the plans
- that the building will be flood-procfed in actordance
aral ptandards, This approval 1 conditional ypon the
4 of Appeals gran Lng the necessary use anq area
‘ &' that the‘emplo 1=y ;garking

aning B3
variances, The Commission al

lot located at 1 y
part of the prajeut, ths éhy fac
Bpac&. '

thng maximum u@aga‘mf the

In conjunction with approval of the slteé plan and review of the
envirenmental assesgment, the Commission has determin £
there will not be any adverse environmental lmpact on the
surrounding neighbothood or the wider cmmmunity‘and requests
that & SEOR Negative Declaration be 133ued "

The motloh passed Uhanimously. , B
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2. Rensselaer Middle Hlgh School/55% Brnaﬂwqy{Fﬁﬂ&ﬁﬁéndihq‘ﬂlqn

Upon wmotlien ef John Dunn, and seconded by William ﬂpath the Planning

Commisgion scted gs Follows:

"The Rénsselaer ity Planning cmmmisﬁian hereby approves. the
789 and pr ed by Hawley Bign Company,

sign plan, dated 6/
fmr the prapmsal '“J;‘ r §c¢hool District to erect an
Plinminated sta ding sign, 32 s8q. fk. in size at
tha entranrm to the Reénzselaex Middle High $chool at 555
Eraadwk As rep cemaent for the extsfing fresstanding sign,
which is approxima ely 24 sq. ft. in glze, and lg :
illuminataﬂ Even hoin | g sign would normally net
g d | i ‘ 1dwntial District (R3), the
slgn 1= allowable because the existing freestandxng
ndfathered. ‘

, the Commisslon notés that the proposed
1arqar thah the sbing sign and is
b e grade and will be exected at the

uexamt 1ocatuun uf‘t‘m exisklng sign. It ts not out of scale
with the school or the site; moreover, the illumination should
not be distracting te paaaing traffic on Broadway."

ﬁ

The moticn passed unanimously.

Thexe being no: Furthex businaég, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40
p .

LT‘H‘.QE Reference: B ]_U = 429

Respectfilly Submitted,

R D
Judith E, Bcott
Acting Secretary



