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APPENDIX 4
RHINEBECK HISTORIC SITES

Key to Rhinebeck’s identity as a historic town is the presetvation of its important places.
The Comprehensive Plan now under discussion includes several steps to aid in preservation.
Identification of important histotical sites within the town is the first step in this process.

As Town Historian, I worked with Mary Ann Johnson of GREENPLAN to provide
information for a town-wide historic sites map to be included in the Town of Rhinebeck
Comprehensive Plan. The website www.rhinebeckplan.org offets the plan’s various chapters
and provides an opportunity to view maps accompanying the plan, including the Historic
Sites Map.

RHINEBECK’S NATIONAL LANDMARK DISTRICT

The Hudson River National Landmark District covers the whole westetn pottion of the
town. The district outline is shown on the map while numbers identify parcels within the
district which include significant structures as described in the National Landmatk
nomination documentation.

Information collected to provide backgtound for the nomination was printed and prepared
in three ring binders. These binders with pages for each property within the nomination are
available at the Starr Library, the Rhinebeck Town Hall, and the Hudson River Heritage
office. Within the binders, tax parcel numbers from 1979 are used to identify properties in
the landmarks district. Unfortunately, some tax parcel numbers have changed in the years
since the nomination was prepared. This occursred when a property was sold or subdivided.
When researching a property, that may have changed numbers, it will be necessary to obtain
some tax assessment history. It is useful for individual home ownets to understand how to
use the nomination information to obtain property information.

Individual parcel nomination pages provide information about all of the buildings on the
parcel and identify those, which are contributing structures. These ate the significant
buildings, which should be protected to maintain the district.

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Several sites in Rhinebeck have been individually listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. These sites are shown in gold on the map. Among othets, they include the Stone
Church (St. Peter’s), the Quitman House parsonage, and the Palatine Farmstead. The Sands
House is on the National Register although the main house has been destroyed by fire. A
small colonial stone house still stands on the property. Information about these sites may be
found on the register’s website, www.nr.nps.gov .

MULTIPLE RESOURCE DISTRICT

A nomination of 37 sites designated as a Multiple Resource Disttict was accepted for the
National Register from Rhinebeck. This “district” included significant sites throughout the
town. Some of these sites are now within the National Landmark Disttict causing them to
be listed with two designations. The Multiple Resource sites may be found individually listed
on the National Register webpage. A three ring binder was prepared with photographs and



nomination information about each of the sites. The Start Library and the Town Hall have
copies of these binders. Individual pages, filed at the Quitman House Resource Room may
also be consulted.

LOCAL HISTORIC SITES

Some buildings, surveyed for the National Register ate significant locally but were not
selected for National Register nomination. Properties with local significance are shown on
the map in blue. These properties should be studied more thoroughly and action taken by
the Town of Rhinebeck to recognize the importance of these buildings.

A committee will be formed to review the information about these sites and provide
additional information. Probably the next step would be to notify owners of the sites and ask
to verify information. Following this, a public hearing and designation by the Rhinebeck
Town Board of these local sites could take place.

MAP IMPORTANCE

The map serves as a planning tool, highlighting properties, which add historic value to the
town. Planning and development decisions for the town should be ever mindful of how
these treasures will be impacted by decisions being made. We should be striving to protect
the sites, using them in a way that will not diminish their beauty and significance.

HISTORIC PROPERTIES NARRATIVE

The Town of Rhinebeck lies in the heart of the Hudson River Valley, an area rich in the
eatly history of the United States. Dominant in this histoty is the Livingston family and the
vast expanse of land it occupied. In 1686, Robert Livingston, atistocrat of the highest nature,
used his influence with the English crown to obtain 160,000 actes of land lying on both sides
of the Hudson River. Members of the Livingston family shared in those acres. Before the
dawn of the 20th centutry, in the counties of Dutchess and Columbia, as many as forty
estates had been established by his descendants, either by birth or by marriage. In the
precinct of Rhinebeck large estates lined its western border. Much of that estate land remains
today in parcels of a hundred acres ot more.

Also as eatly as 1686, in the present day hamlet of Rhinecliff, the family of Kip became
ownets of 155 acres of land. Two of the family’s three stone houses still stand on the original
propetty. The Kips had the first chartered fetry setvice on the Hudson River. The land to
the north of the stone houses, all known as

Ankony after the principal sachem from whom the land was putchased in 1686, later became
the site of a grand manor house and show batns, purchased in 1935 by Allan A Ryan, a two-
term Senator for the State of New York. During his tenancy one of the foremost Aberdeen
Angus breeding farm operations in the Country was located there. On the southern pottion
members of the Kip family resided for over two hundred yeats.



Two and a half miles north of Ankony, at today’s border between Red Hook and Rhinebeck,
Schultz’s/Mills Landing, provided a port whete eatly farmers brought their produce to be
carried by sloops to other ports on the Hudson River. Located just to the south was
propetty owned and developed in 1848 by brothers, William and Chatles Wainwright, both
high ranking officers in the Civil War. The Wainwright estate of over 500 acres became one
of the most impressive properties along the tiver when numerous buildings of stone were
constructed to house the family, tenant farmers, livestock and equipment. The farm
buildings and tenant houses stand today as a testament to the quality of their construction.
The estate’s great expanse of flat farm fields visible along River Road rightfully gave it its
name of “The Meadows.”

In the 1800s, Louis Ehlers, a practitioner of romantic landscapes, gardenet, architect to
estate owners and a personal friend of William Astor, lived at Clifton Point just north of
William Astor’s Ferncliff. In addition to Ferncliff, his hand was also evident in the design of
landscapes at Rokeby , given by John Jacob Astor I to his daughter, Margaret, at the time of
her marriage to General John Armstrong,

William Astor, grandson of John Jacob Astor I, purchased a hundred actes of sctub land
bordering the river road in 1855. With the help of Louis A. Ehlers, he immediately exercised
a design plan for the construction of buildings and plantings of trees, flowers and shrubbery.
By 1882, the estate had grown to encompass mote than 500 acres., including a mile and a
half of river frontage. Strategically placed amid sweeping lawns and extended drives were 2
mansion, racing stables, conservatories, daitry barns and numerous tenant houses. When the
estate passed on to William’s son, John Jacob Astor IV, new construction continued. In
1904 a Casino designed by McKim, Meade and White boasted of the Country*s first indoor
heated swimming pool, a squash court and an indoor tennis court. A new Norman style
dairy complex, designed by Harrie T. Lindeberg, in 1915 and completed by the architectural
firm of Charles Platt in 1917, replaced the eatly dairy barns. The tradition of purchasing land
to enlarge the estate was also cartied on until, in 1928 under Vincent Astot’s ownership,
2,800 acres and numerous farms had been amassed. Today, the Casino and dairy complex
still stand on the land first improved by William Astor. They are two of Rhinebeck’s
proudest possessions.

South of the hamlet of Rhinecliff in 1811, Maturin Livingston, a son-in-law of New York
State governor, Morgan Lewis. built a stately mansion commanding an excellent southetly
view of the Hudson. His expansive propetty stayed in his hands for only a short time before
it passed through numerous owners to eventually be purchased by William Kelly, a wealthy
New York City merchant. Mr. Kelly kept the original house but transformed the grounds
into a magnificent park, which he opened to the public during week days. For thirty years he
devoted much of his time to the welfate of Rhinebeck and New York State. He setved as a
State Senator, tan for Governot, founded the First National Bank of Rhinebeck, and in 1862
became the first President of the Starr Library, serving until his death in 1872.

In 1886, Ellerslie, so named by Mr. Kelly, became the property of Levi P. Morton, soon to
be Vice President of the United States. Mtr. Motton immediately hired famed architect
Richard Morris Hunt to set about building a2 new mansion and huge barns. Mr. Morton
expanded the accomplishments of Mr. Kelly by turning the estate into a working farm with a



prize herd of cows. It was classified a “model farm” with all the most scientific dairy
equipment to date. He carried on the Kelly tradition of opening the land to the public and
invited the children of the town to celebrate his bitrthday until the day he died at age 96.

Ellerslie had the distinction of serving as a Military Academy from the years of 1945 until
1971. The Tudor style Morton mansion set the tone for the campus until it burned in 1950,
at which time a more conventional type dorm was constructed.

Freeborn Garretson, prominent itinerant minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
mattied Catharine Livingston in 1791. They built and made their home on a latge expanse of
land across the road south of Ellerslie The doots of their home wete ever open to friends
and numerous travelers on the road. They named the main house Wildercliff,

Part of the Wildercliff property was purchased by Thomas Suckley, son of a wealthy real
estate investor and manufacturer of hardware goods, who in 1852 built an Ttalian style villa
and named it Wilderstein. His son remodeled the house in the Queen Anne style and hired
Calvin Vaux to create extensive gardens and walkways down to the Hudson River. The
Suckley family continued to reside there until the death of the last remaining member in
1991. Cuzrently, under the care of a not-for-profit organization, Wilderstein is open to the
public on a regular basis and has become another of Rhinebeck’s proudest possessions.

At the southern tip of the town of Rhinebeck, whete the Landsman Kill empties into the
Hudson, lies one of the eatliest of the Rhinebeck estates. In the late 1700s, Dr. Thomas
Tillotson, who had served as Surgeon General in Washington’s army, acquited one of the
catliest mills on the Landsman Kill, and he and his wife, Elizabeth Livingston, established
their estate of Linwood. A century later Linwood became the summer residence of wealthy
beer brewer, Jacob Ruppert. He encoutaged one of his contemporaties to purchase the
adjoining property, and Wyndcliffe, the Norman style castle built in 1853 by Livingston
descendant, Elizabeth Schernerhorn Jones, became the propetty of Andrew Finck.

Inland from the river on the southeastern border of Rhinebeck, Morgan Lewis, 2 member of
the Continental Congress in 1776, signer of the Declaration of Independence, Quartermaster
General in the Revolution, Governor of New York State and married to Gertrude
Livingston, became the owner of most of the land east of the Landsman Kill. It was the
portion between the Landsman Kill and the King’s Highway (Route 9) that became the
estates of Foxhollow and Glenburn. North of these properties stands Grasmete, originally
built 1775 by Janet Livingston and her husband General Richard Montgomery. General
Montgomery left his wife to oversee construction of the house while he successfully led his
troops notth through Montreal to Quebec, where he met his untimely death, the first
American general to fall in the Revolutionary War.

These estate properties, constituting Rhinebeck’s pottion of the Hudson River National
Landmark District represent the most concentrated estate atea along the entire Hudson
River. Their views to the west, with the Hudson River and the Catskill Mountains in the
distance are exceptionally desirable and continue to make this atea an extremely important
asset for Rhinebeck and New York State. Sensitive handling of the development of this area



is crucial to maintain the estate atmosphere that lends so much importance to Rhinebeck’s
historic aspect.
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‘ NR NR NAME MCD SBHP REVIEW SBHP SR LISTING NRLISTED NHL
Number NAME DATE VOTE DATE DATE DATE
02NR04978 Neher-Elsifer-Losee House RHINEBECK 9/13/2002 A 2/20/2003 4/18/2003
9ONRO0219  SiXteen Mile District CLERMONT  5/11/1978 A 6/23/1980 3/7/1979
9ONRO0325  Sands, Robert, Estate RHINEBECK  2/14/1974 A 6/23/1980 2/24/1975
| 90NR00328 cﬁx?:t? igc;:.L;;:eiran RHINEBECK ~ °/14/1974 A 6/23/1980 4/24/1975
| 90NR0Q329  Barringer Farmhouse RHINEBECK  12/6/1985 A 5/18/1987 7/9/1987
9ONROD330  COX Farmhouse RHINEBECK  12/6/1985 A 5/18/1987 7/9/1987
90NRO0331  Evergreen Lands RHINEBECK  12/6/1985 A 5/18/1987 7/9/1987
| 90NRO0332 Fredenburg House RHINEBECK  12/6/1985 A 5/18/1987 7/9/1987
Z' 90NR00333 Free Church Parsonage RHINEBECK 12/6/1985 A 5/18/1987 7/9/1987
9ONRO0334  Grasmere RHINEBECK  12/6/1985 A 5/18/1987 7/9/1987
90NR00335  Grove, The RHINEBECK  12/6/1985 A 5/18/1987 7/9/1987
90NR00336 olf_:“-?czrsmance rouse and Law RHINEBECK ~ 12/6/1985 A 5/18/1987 7/9/1987
'90NR00337  Hillside Methodist Church o oe o 12/6/1985 A 5/18/1987 7/9/1987
90NRO033g  Mansakenning RHINEBECK  12/6/1985 A 5/18/1987 7/9/1987
90NROQ339 Marquardt Farm RHINEBECK  12/6/1985 A 5/18/1987 7/9/1987
90NR00340 Moore, J.W., House RHINEBECK 12/6/1985 A 5/18/1987 7/9/1987
90NR00341 Marton Memorial Library RHINEBECK 12/6/1985 A 5/18/1987 7/9/1987
SONRD0342 Pest O o Store and RHINEBECK  12/6/1985 A 5/18/1987 7/9/1987
90NR00343 Pier, Jan, House RHINEBECK 12/6/1985 A 5/18/1987 7/9/1987
90NR00344 Bfiicli%reimls rogress Rond iNesECk  12/6/1985 A 5/18/1987 7/9/1987
Page 1 of 2
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Progue House
Pultz Farmhouse

Rhinecliff Hotel

Riverside Methodist Church
and Parsonage

Salisbury Turnpike Bridge
Sipperly-Lown Farmhouse

Slate Quarry Road Dutch Barn

St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
Parsonage and Cemetery

Steenburg Tavern
Stonecrest

Strawberry Hill

Traver House

Traver, J.E., Farm

Traver, John H., Farm

Van Vredenberg Farm
Williams Farm
Glenburn/Southlands Farm
Rock Ledge

Hudson River Historic District

Kip-Beekman-Heermance Site

State and National Register Listing

MCD
NAME

RHINEBECK

RHINEBECK

RHINEBECK

RHINEBECK

RHINEBECK

RHINEBECK

RHINEBECK

RHINEBECK

RHINEBECK

RHINEBECK

RHINEBECK

RHINEBECK

RHINEBECK

RHINEBECK

RHINEBECK

RHINEBECK

RHINEBECK

RHINEBECK

CLERMONT

RHINEBECK

SBHP
REVIEW
DATE

12/6/1985

12/6/1985

12/6/1985

12/6/1985

12/6/1985

12/6/1985

12/6/1985

12/6/1985

12/6/1985

12/6/1985

12/6/1985

12/6/1985

12/6/1985

12/6/1985

12/6/1985

12/6/1985

2/27/1987

9/27/1989

12/6/1985

v.oprhp.state.ny.us/sphinx/NR/NR_reptool main.asp

SBHP
VOTE

A

SR LISTING NR LISTED

DATE
5/18/1987
5/18/1987
5/18/1987
5/18/1987
5/18/1987
5/i8/1987
5/18/1987
5/18/1987
5/18/1987
5/18/1987
5/18/1987
5/18/1987
5/18/1987
5/18/1987
5/18/1987

5/18/1987

10/6/1989
12/14/1990

2/10/1989

DATE

7/9/1987

7/9/1987

7/9/1987

7/9/1987

7/9/1987

7/9/1987

7/9/1987

7/9/1987

7/9/1987

7/9/1987

7/9/1987

7/9/1987

7/9/1987

7/9/1987

7/9/1987

7/9/1987

11/28/1989

12/14/1990

4/19/1989
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ID |Category Parcel ID |Description Condition |Location Structures
1|NR 000391  |NEHER-ELSIFER-LOSEE HOUSE ROUTE 9
2|Local 023325 |A. Traver Route 308 262 3
3{Landmark 035566  |lcehouse, chicken house, storage MILL RD 3
4|MultiResource 041979 |ROCKLEDGE ACKERT HOOK RD
5/Local 052707 |District 10, White Schoolhouse 11Slate Quarry Road 219 1
6|Local 068621 |Pelis 3|Pells Road 3
7\Landmark 069618 |Gatelodge MILL RD 1
MultiResource/Lan
8|dmark 070680 |Sipperly-Lown Farm - check on this ROUTE 9
9{Local 071453 |Brookside 1 Vlei & Ackert Hook 1
10| Local 080099 |Sepascot Farm 1 Route 308 1
11]Local 082816  |Hoyt School 1{Burger Road 87 1
Ackert Hook & Primrose
12/ Local 083793  |District 7, Ackert Hook School 1| Hitl 1
13|Landmark 437923  |Grasmere Tenant House, Garage MILL RD 2
14|Local 088749 |Ackert/Hawley 2/ Primrose Hill Road 364 2
15|Landmark 091548  |{}J.W. Moore House, barn, Carriage house MILL RD 3
16/Landmark 095662 |Van Steenburg MILL RD 1
White Schoolhouse Road
17|Local 100471  {}. Traver\Lobotsky 11191 1
18|Landmark 100987 |Ellerslie FOX HOLLOW RD
19|Local 104794 |R.C. Ackert/Cashner Primrose Hill Road 371 1
20} Local 115080 |Westfall 1|Patten Road 1
21}{Local 116564 |lower Primrose Primrose Hill Road 584 1
22|Landmark 117807  |Fox Hollow, stable cottage FOX HOLLOW RD 2
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ST.
23/NR 121533 [PETER ROUTE 9
Mandara Feller farmhouse, barn, horse barn,
24|Landmark 142998 |garage, ga RIVER RD 5
25|Local 143125 |Traver/Lown 2{Wey Road 2
26{Landmark 146611  |District 3 - Hook Schoolhouse, outbuilding RIVERRD 2
27{Local 147016 | Welch/Patten House 2|Patten Road 2
28|Landmark 148140 |House, Garage, Chicken Coop, Barn RHINECLIFF RD 4
Evangelical Lutheran Church of St. Peter -
29|NR 150590 |Cemetary & Parsonage
30|Landmark 150695 |Foxhollow Main House FOX HOLLOW RD 1
31|Local 151884 |District 9, Eighmeyville School 1|Salisbury Turnpike 1
32|Local 160287 |C. Dederick 1|Violet Hill & Burger Road |1
33|Local 167704 House, Garage 2
34|Local 168776 |Cider Mill 1|Route 9 1
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