
• Chapter 1 – Name and Boundaries 

o Section 1: Name  

o Section 2: Territory Description 

o Section 3: Ward Composition 

o Section 4: Annexation and Consolidation 

 

• Chapter 2 – General Powers 

o Section 1: Powers and Authorities 

o Section 2: Railroad and Street Crossings 

o Section 3: Succession and Liabilities 

o Section 4: Continuation of By-laws and Ordinances 

 

• Chapter 3 – Form of Government  

o Section 1: Commission-Manager Form of Government 

o Section 2: Powers of the Commission 

o Section 3: Election and Eligibility 

o Section 4: Terms of Office-Mayor and Commission 

o Section 5: Meetings and Proceedings 

o Section 6: Quorum and Adjournment 

o Section 7: Mayor's Emergency Powers and Mayor Pro Tem 

o Section 8: Commission's Interaction through City Manager 

o Section 9: Vacancies on Commission 

o Section 10: Vacation of Seat through Absence 

o Section 11: Departments and Directors 

o Section 12: Supervision and Control of Departments 

o Section 13: Director Supervision by the City Manager 

o Section 14: Functions and Duties of Departments 

o Section 15: Appointments by Commission and Terms of Office 

o Section 16: Eligibility, Selection, and Responsibilities of the Manager 

o Section 17: Manager Appointments 

o Section 18: Manager Attendance at Meetings 

o Section 19: Manager Service Agreement, Agreement Term and Severance 

o Section 20: Assistant Manager-Appointment and Duties 

o Section 21: City Clerk 

o Section 22: Director of Department of Law 

o Section 23: Opinions of the City Attorney 

o Section 24: Director of Finance and City Treasurer 

o Section 25: Director of Public Works and Service 

o Section 26: Director of Public Welfare 

o Section 27: Director of Public Safety 

o Section 28: Powers of the Director of Public Safety and Fire Chief 

o Section 29: Powers of Arrest 

o Section 30: Destruction of Buildings in Case of Fire 

o Section 31: Additional Powers of the Director of Public Safety 

o Section 32: Director of Public Health (Repealed) 

o Section 33: Purchasing Agent and Sales of Personal Property 

o Section 34: Purchases and Appropriations 



o Section 35: Salaries and Compensation 

o Section 36: Duties of Appointive Officers 

o Section 37: Disqualification of Relatives-Manager and Commission 

o Section 38: Compensation of Officers and Employees 

o Section 39: Oath of Office 

o Section 40: Bonds for Performance of Duty 

o Section 41: Filing of Bonds 

o Section 42: Approval and Filing of Bonds 

o Section 43: Restrictions on Holding Other Offices or Employment 

o Section 44: Requirement Surety Company Bonds 

o Section 45: Compensation of Mayor and Commissioners 

o Section 46: Library Board Administration 

 

• Chapter 4 – Registration, Nomination, Election and Recall 

o Section 1: Application of Michigan Election Law 

o Section 2: Nomination of Candidates 

o Section 3: City Clerk Examination of Petitions 

o Section 4: Notification of Candidates and Filing of Acceptance 

o Section 5: Filling Vacancies 

o Section 6: Blank Forms of Nominating Petitions 

o Section 7: Public Inspection of Nominating Petitions 

o Section 8: Publishing Notice of Election 

o Section 9: Use of Voting Machines and Absent Voter Ballots 

o Section 10: Ballot Labels  

o Section 11: Polling Places  

o Section 12: Qualifications and Residence of Electors 

o Section 13: Biennial Election-Timing 

o Section 14: Special Elections 

o Section 15: City Board of Election Commissioners-Appointment of Inspectors 

o Section 16: Submission of Special Election Matters at Regular Elections 

o Section 17: Official Ballot Language 

o Section 18: Delivery of Voting Equipment 

o Section 19: City Board of Canvassers 

o Section 20: Determination of Election Results 

o Section 21: Commencement of Terms of Office 

o Section 22: Recount of Votes 

o Section 23: Prohibition of Payment for Services 

o Section 24: Prohibition of Employment for Campaign Work 

o Section 25: Prohibition of Hiring Conveyances 

o Section 26: Polling Hours 

o Section 27: Alteration of Election Precincts 

o Section 28: Vacancies in Elective Office 

o Section 29: Recall 

o Section 30: Conflict with Michigan Election Law 

 

• Chapter 5 - Ordinances 

o Section 1: Enacting Clause of Ordinances 



o Section 2: Passage of Ordinances 

o Section 3: Effective Date of Ordinances 

o Section 4: Signing of Ordinances 

o Section 5: Publication of Ordinances 

o Section 6: Record and Authentication of Ordinances 

o Section 7: Revival and Amendment of Ordinances 

o Section 8: Limitations on Prosecutions for Violations 

o Section 9: Commencement of Prosecutions 

o Section 10: Execution of Process for Violations 

o Section 11: Pleading of Ordinances 

o Section 12: Judicial Notice of Ordinances 

o Section 13: Proof of Ordinances in Judicial Proceeding 

o Section 14: Penalties for Ordinance Violations 

o Section 15: Continuation of Existing Ordinances 

 

• Chapter 6 – Initiative & Referendum 

o Section 1: Submission of Proposed Ordinances by Petition 

o Section 2: Certification and Submission of Proposed Ordinances by Petition  

o Section 3: Submission of Proposed Ordinances by Petition for Electoral Vote  

o Section 4: Effective Date and Referendum Process for Ordinances 

o Section 5: Referendum Petition Procedure 

o Section 6: Commission Submission of Ordinances and Measures 

o Section 7: Publication of Proposed Ordinances 

o Section 8: Ballots and Voting on Proposed Ordinances 

o Section 9: Separate Ballots for Proposed Ordinances 

o Section 10: Repeal or Amendment of Ordinances by Electoral Vote 

o Section 11: Commission Regulations 

o Section 12: Special Election Expenses for Franchises, Grants, or Licenses 

o Section 13: Zoning Ordinance Repeal and Amendment 

 

• Chapter 7 – Franchises 

o Section 1: Duration of Franchises, Grants, and Licenses 

o Section 2: Acceptance and Annulment of Permits and Franchises 

o Section 3: Referendum Requirement for Non-Revocable Franchises and Grants 

o Section 4: Prohibition of Exclusive Franchises, Licenses, Rights, or Privileges 

o Section 5: Limitations on Leasing, Assignment, or Alienation of Franchises 

o Section 6: Modification of Franchises, Grants, or Rights 

o Section 7: Regulation and Safety Provisions for Franchises and Privileges 

o Section 8: Use of Tracks, Poles, and Wires by Other Corporations 

o Section 9: General Supervision of Franchises  

o Section 10: Inclusion of Additional Provisions in Franchises and Grants 

o Section 11: Revocable and Irrevocable Permits for Water Mains, Sewers, or 

Drains 

o Section 12: Fair Compensation, Rate Review, and Taxation for Franchises and 

Leases 

o Section 13: Application of Charter Provisions to Contracts, Grants, and 

Franchises 



o Section 14: Making of Contracts and Grants by Ordinance 

o Section 15: Inspection and Regulation of Public Utilities 

o Section 16: Purchase or Condemnation of Franchises and Property 

o Section 17: Approval of Contracts for Purchase of Public Utility Property 

 

• Chapter 8 – General Finances 

o Section 1: Commencement of Fiscal Year 

o Section 2: Accounts and Financial Transactions 

o Section 3: Payments and Disbursement of City Funds 

o Section 4: Collection and Deposit of Revenues 

o Section 5: Division of Revenues into Funds 

o Section 6: Annual Budget Preparation and Submission 

o Section 7: Tax Levy for Appropriations and City Debt 

o Section 8: Authority to Raise Funds by Taxation 

o Section 9: Certification and Levy of Taxes 

o Section 10: Lien of Taxes, Charges, and Penalties 

o Section 11: Limitations on General Ad Valorem Taxes 

o Section 12: Special Assessments for Public Improvements 

o Section 13: Borrowing in Anticipation of Tax Receipts 

o Section 14: Appropriation Requirement for Public Works and Expenditures 

 

• Chapter 9 – Bonds 

o Section 1: Limitation and Conditions for Bonded Indebtedness 

o Section 1-A: Bonds for Enlarging and Improving Water Works System 

o Section 1-B: Approval of Loan and Security Franchise for Water Works Bonds 

o Section 1-C: Creation of Sinking Fund for Water Works Mortgage Bonds 

o Section 1-D: Interest Rate for Water Works Bonds 

o Section 2: Purposes for which Bonds may be Issued 

o Section 3: Ordinance and Electoral Vote for Bond Issuance 

o Section 4: Loans in Anticipation of Special Assessments 

o Section 5: Loans for Calamity Relief 

o Section 6: Details of Bond Terms and Forms 

o Section 7: Sinking Fund for Bond Repayment 

 

• Chapter 10 – Assessment of Taxes 

o Section 1: Appointment and Powers of City Assessor 

o Section 2: Assessment of Property at Fair Cash Value 

o Section 3: Composition and Duties of the Board of Review 

o Section 4: Review and Correction of Assessment Roll by the Board of Review 

o Section 5: Delivery of Assessment Roll to City Treasurer 

o Section 6: Due Date and Payment of Taxes 

o Section 7: Notice and Penalties for Delinquent Taxes 

o Section 8: Taxes as Debt and Lien on Property 

o Section 9: Presentation of Assessment Roll to Board of Supervisors 

o Section 10: Apportionment and Spreading of Taxes on Tax Rolls 

o Section 11: Delivery of Assessment Roll to City Treasurer 

o Section 12: Notice and Procedure for Tax Payment-Due Dates 



o Section 13: Collection and Return of Delinquent Taxes 

o Section 14: Payment of Taxes to Board of Education and County Treasurer 

o Section 15: Payment of Taxes on Undivided Shares or Parcels 

o Section 16: Fees and Penalties for Tax Collection 

 

• Chapter 11 – Special Assessments 

o Section 1: Power to Provide for Payment of Public Improvement Costs 

o Section 1A: Power to Levy and Collect Special Assessments for Retirement of 

Revenue Bonds 

o Section 2: Petition for Public Improvement 

o Section 3: Declaration of Public Improvement and Special Assessment 

o Section 4: Estimates and Notice of Proposed Improvements 

o Section 5: Pro Rata Special Assessment According to Frontage or Benefits 

o Section 6: Special Assessment Roll and Levy 

o Section 7: Assessment According to Frontage or Benefits 

o Section 8: Expenses Incurred by the City 

o Section 9: Determination of Charges and Reporting to City Assessor 

o Section 10: Special Assessment Roll and Levy 

o Section 11: Review and Correction of Assessment Roll 

o Section 12: Confirmation of Assessment Roll 

o Section 13: Finality of Confirmed Special Assessment Roll 

o Section 14: Lien and Charge of Special Assessments 

o Section 15: Division of Assessment into Installments and Payment Terms 

o Section 16: Special Assessments Payable Upon Confirmation 

o Section 17: Reassessment and Collection of Invalid Assessments 

o Section 18: Preservation of City's Lien on Assessed Premises 

o Section 19: Reporting and Levy of Special Assessments on Tax Roll 

o Section 20: Collection of Assessments Directly from Special Assessment Roll 

o Section 21: Collection-Seizure and Sale of Personal Property for Non-payment  

o Section 22: Reporting of Delinquent Assessments by Treasurer 

o Section 23: Reassessment of Delinquent Assessments on City Tax Roll 

o Section 24: Collection of Assessments by Lawsuit 

o Section 25: Judgement for Irregular Assessments 

o Section 26: City's Authority to Perform Sidewalk Maintenance and Charge 

Expenses as Special Assessment 

o Section 27: Crediting of Revenues and Refunds in Special Assessment Districts 

o Section 28: Apportionment of Expenses for Improvement on City Property and 

Taxable Lots 

o Section 29: Flexibility in Relation to Improvements, Districts, and Assessment 

Rolls 

o  

• Chapter 12 – Streets and Sidewalks, Sewars, Drains, and Water Supply 

o Section 1: Control and Maintenance of Streets, Highways, and Alleys 

o Section 2: Vacating or Abolishing Streets, Alleys, or Public Grounds 

o Section 3: Authority to Determine and Establish Street Grades 

o Section 4: Compensation for Changes in Street or Sidewalk Grades 

o Section 5: Payment of Street Improvement Expenses 



o Section 6: Construction and Maintenance of Sidewalks and Crosswalks 

o Section 7: Establishment and Maintenance of Sewerage System 

o Section 8: Special Assessments for Sewer and Drain Construction 

o Section 9: Right to Connect Private Drains to Public Sewers 

o Section 10: Special Assessments for Ditches, Drains, and Water Course 

Improvements 

o Section 11: Maintenance of Water Works System 

o Section 12: Improvement and Extension of Water Works System 

o Section 13: Rates, Rules, and Regulations for Water Use 

o Section 14: Prohibition of Free Water Use and Rebates 

o Section 15: Provision of Water to Consumers Outside City Limits 

o Section 16: Contracting for Sewage Disposal with Other Entities 

 

• Chapter 13 – Condemnation and Appropriation of Property 

o Section 1: Acquisition of Private Property for Public Use 

o Section 2: Condemnation and Appropriation of Private Property 

o Section 3: Proceedings for Taking Private Property for Public Improvement 

 

• Chapter 14 – Miscellaneous 

o Section 1: Establishment and Division of Election Precincts 

o Section 2: Competitive Bidding for Public Works or Improvements 

o Section 3: Reservation of Rights in Contracts for City to Assist Contract 

Completion 

o Section 4: Reservation of Rights in Contracts for City to Determine Proper 

Performance 

o Section 5: Minor Alterations or Modifications of Contracts 

o Section 6: Written Agreement for Alterations or Modifications 

o Section 7: Report on Completion of Public Work or Improvement 

o Section 8: Maintenance Bond Report 

o Section 9: Surety Bonds for Contracts 

o Section 10: Proceedings for Default in Contract Performance 

o Section 11: Repealed 

o Section 12: Prohibition of Personal Interest in City Contracts 

o Section 13: Power to Hold Hearings and Compel Attendance of Witnesses 

o Section 14: Authority to Prescribe Methods for Carrying out Charter Provisions 

o Section 15: Pensioning of Injured Employees and Dependents 

o Section 16: Fire Limits and Regulations 

o Section 17: Notice Requirement for Claims of Damages against the City 

o Section 18: Service of Process and Notice for Claims 

o Section 19: Acceptance of Bequests, Gifts, and Donations 

o Section 20: Prohibition of Gifts and Conflicts of Interest 

o Section 21: Appointment Based on Qualifications and Fitness 

o Section 22: Regulation of Intoxicating Liquor Sales 

o Section 23: Authority over Public Property Beyond City Limits 

o Section 24: Definitions of Select Terms Used in the Charter 

o Section 25: Interpretation of Singular and Plural Words 

o Section 26: Joint Authority of Public Officers 



o Section 27: Inclusion of Bodies Corporate as "Person" 

o Section 28: Adoption of Eastern Standard Time 

o Section 29: Severability Clause 

 

• Chapter 15 – Civil Service 

o Section 1: Establishment of Merit System for City Personnel 

o Section 2: Required Provisions of the Merit System Ordinance 

 

• Chapter 16 – City of Royal Oak Retirement System 

o Section 1: Establishment and Objectives of Retirement System 

o Section 2: Administration and Powers of the Board of Trustees 

o Section 3: Membership in the Retirement System 

o Section 4: City Contributions to the Retirement System 

o Section 5: Retirement Benefit Limitations  

o Section 6: Division of Retirement System and Separate Accounting 

o Section 6.1 – 10: Repealed 11-6-1973 

o Section 11: Transfer of Assets and Obligations from Previous Retirement System 

o Section 12: Authority and Restrictions on Investment of Retirement System 

Funds 

o Section 13: Non-assignability and Protection of Pensions and Allowances 

o Section 14: Repeal of Previous Charter Provisions and Certification of Charter 

 


