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ity Police Commission: Addenda to Minutes of 9/12/2022

Presentation of Richard Ley

I'm here tonight to speak about an incident that occurred on the 1 1th of July and was reported on the 12th of july becsuse of an
injury from an assault that took piace that injured my left eye

My sister-in-law has 8 squatter living in her house and she wanted to do an inspection of the property and at the same time
wanied the city to do an inspection,

We got to the property about 5 minutes before the inspection was supposed to begin and the man that assaulted me came
flying down the street on the motorcycie. | took some footage of » paper plate in the video because It is on unregistered
motorcycie.

1 don't know N he recognized us sitting in the car. it's possible ha did because my sister-in-law is a black woman

This young man ran into the house and came running out and covered up & motorcycle that was parked on the other tide of the
gray car that appears in the video.

He was in 3 big hurry to get that done and when he finished it he ran back in the house. My first suspicion....it wes posaibly
stolen.

Mike and another rep from the inspection department from CRty Habl showed up and we had a discustion prior to going down
onto Carmen’s property.

First | want you to be aware that in spite of the fact she owns the property and there is a squatter there she Is required 1o give 8
48 hour natice prior to going down there to do an inspection.

We spoke to Mike and | said because there is some temsion it would be best i Carmen and | sald nothing but Just fimed and
witnessed what took pisce.

Mike agreed that was a good idea and we entered the property..

As you can see from the film | have submitted to the pofice department { siawly took video of gverything thet § could just for &
record in case questions erose ot a later date.

Everyone etse kept walking and ended up speshing with Jorden Atwood, the squatter on the property. in the video you can see
another young man on the right of everyone.

As | approached videotaping that young man went into the house, reappesred out the side door and inelt on the ground in the
area ) was approaching. 'm really not sure if he was brying to record os not.

1 kept walking towards everyone with my phone up to my eye trying to videotape what was Laking place when | noticed there
were several marijuana plants growing behind the young man kneeling there.

He was kneeling and | kept walking because | wanted 10 get around him and try to videotape the marjuana plants before we
ended up going into the house and videotaping the interlor.

There was plenty of room to get sround him on bath sides but #s | was walking he sprung up and took 1wo steps towerds me
jarmming his camera into my camera, recording as | was holding up to my eye.

He caused my cameta to jam into my eye and caused damage to my lef eye.

My eve dactor was on vacation 0 | could nat see him immediately but | got an appointment as quickly as | could. | went in to
see him becsuse | was very sore from the impact and | developed two big dark spots in my eye with 4 long fuzry thread tralling
hem.
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On the 12th of July | went to the police S1aUON ana | suDMICEU o veilwar swienrent Fegarding the Injury and | showed officer
Tavares a copy of the video where the young man assaulted me, | took the paperwork home to fill out and submitted it to
another officer when | returned to the Police Stationbecause officer Tavares was not on duty.

I am still having problems with the spots in my eye and soreness in my eye as a result of being attacked by this young man.
On Jjuly 11th during that visit, after | was attacked, Michael called the police to come down and officer Tavares came down.

I continued to walk around and film things in spite of the pain in my eye figuring | bumped pretty hard and it was nothing to
worry about even though it was quite painful.

I mentioned the marijuana plants growing in the yard and | filmed all of them and there was also a giant hole dug in the yard
that was witnessed by officer Tavares..

| mentioned to him that | didn't believe Carmen wanted marijuana growing on her property since she was raising two young
grandsons who used to frequent the property.

Officer Tavares took a statement from Carmen that day and sald he would have someone come down and see If they were legal
and if it was legal to grow them without her consent.

| have been in the police station numerous times regarding this incident...

1 spoke to the sergeant about the marijuana and about the gentleman living there and his gun convictions wondering if a
background check had been done on this individual.

I have spoken to officer Tavares and still nothing on the marijuana plants, not even a visit... And speaking to him he told me no
one really knows what the laws are regarding the plants... At that time | asked him If anyone had been contacted to go down
there and see what was going on and he told me no.

| also asked him if he found out who the young man was that assaulted me and he said no.
He said the chief did not believe that the young man assaulted me.

Again showed the video to officer Tavares and | said there's no question he jumped up, attacked me and bumped his camera
into camera causing the injury to my eye. He just said the chief made a decislon.

At that point | asked him officer Tavares if | did the same thing to you that you witnessed on that video what would you do.. His
response was | would knock you on your ass.

| then requested a meeting with the mayor because | had no idea what else | could do about the Injury | sustained.

Mike from building inspections and Carmen and the mayor all watched the video. | asked Mike if he had witnessed the attack
and he said no. I said the police officer told me that you said there was no attack... He said | told him 1 did not witness an attack.

After showing the video to Mike and the mayor they both agreed that yes the gentieman approached me and banged his cell
phone into my cell phone and caused the damage to my eye that I still suffer with.

| also explained to the Mayor that after the incident that took place on the 11th we learned that the young man squatting on
Carmen’s property held a child at gunpoint and had several other gun charges against him in 2020.

| explained to the mayor that | had relayed this information to officer Tavares and asked if they could find out if Atwood is on
probation and if he is allowed to have all of this pot growing there and any other restrictions he may be subject 1o because of
his criminal behavior.



The Chief placed a call to me on September 2nd as | was traveling to out of town for Labor Day go visit friends.

When | pulled over I placed a call back to the Chief and left a message explaining to him | was traveling and | would call him
when | got back.

I placed a call to the chief on the 7th of September at 11:13 AM and | received a return phone call that same day at 4:44 in the
afternoon.

I started having a discussion about the video and his first response was this is about an eviction.. | explained to the chief this had
nothing to do with the eviction and he said nothing happened that he saw on the video.. | asked how he could miss It when
everyone else saw it.. He told me that Mike didn't see it nor did anyone else agree that this man came at me.

i told him | couldn't believe that he couldn't watch that video and determine that. | went on to ask him about the marijuana
that was planted in the yard.

I told him that | was having an impossible time finding out exactly what the laws were and how it pertained to that pot that was_
growing on the property.

He asked me how many plants were growing and | sald You tell me since you spoke to the people involved,
I guess that triggered him because he became very angry after that..
At that point he told me that two two mature plants and four immature plants were legal,

| asked him who | would call to enforce the law since | had no Idea and neither did officer Tavares..) also explained that | had
been walting almost 30 days for some sort of answer and never got anything back.

He told me the police enforced the marijuana laws.
At that point he got all ticked off, said he was done and ended the conversation.

| returned a call back. The Chief didn't answer so | left a message stating | had questions involving other things that | would like
to have addressed.

One of them was the theft from Carmen's bank account that has been ongoing for quite some time now and she has not been
able to speak to the officer that was handling the case in spite of her many attempts walking up to the police station to try to
speak to him... She has also been promised numerous times that the police officer would be calling her back.

1 also wanted to explain to the chief that we had to give a 48 hour notice to enter the property and that | would be glad to go
back down and count the plants for him except the person that is there has a record of being armed and dangerous as well as
holding a child hostage.

He also continued to possess firearms in spite of the fact he was not supposed to have them by law.
I still have not received a call back from the Chief regarding the other issues.

So I'm here tonight to show everyone the video that has been submitted ta the police department so they can see it in slow
motion as well as regular speed if they choose to do so.

The police department has been given a video at regular speed and | have a thumb drive with the slowed down version which
completely shows the steps the young man took when he sprung up and jammed his phone into my face that you can copy if
you choose to do so.
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I'm also submitting the state statute that pertains to assault in the state of Vermont.

Fthink it's disgraceful that a 74-year-old man should be attacked by a young man that jJammed his camera into my face and
caused damage to my eye and not have the police respond accordingly.

The law is very clear and It's definitely applicable to this young man that assaulted me,
| understand our policemen have a tough job to do and | respect them for that.
However policemen are there to support the rule of law and charge people according to our state statutes.

| understand emotions enter into everything but it is a law officers duty to enforce the law based on state statutes and not on
feelings.

| suffered an eye injury as a result of the attack from this young man and I'm asking that something please be done about it.
if you have any questions I'm open to to answering them.

If you need any additional information | will try to provide it for you.

Thank you..

"These documents presented to the Commission for
their consideration & only represent the thoughts &
opinions of the person submitting the document, not
the opinions or position of the Commission or
Commissioners. Further, the Commission makes no
determination as to the truthfulness or accuracy of
the facts presented in these documents.”



“These documents presented to the Commission for
their consideration & only represent the thoughts &
opinions of the person submitting the document, not
the opinions or position of the Commission or
Commissioners. Further, the Commission makes no
determination as to the truthfulness or accuracy of
the facts presented in these documents.”




+ 13 V.S.A. § 1023, 1024,

“These documents presented to the Commission for
their consideration & only represent the thoughts &
opinions of the person submitting the document, not
the opinions or position of the Commission or
Commissioners. Further, the Commission makes no
determination as to the truthfulness or accuracy of
the facts presented in these documents.”



