CITY OF SACO, MAINE

CITY COUNCIL APPROVED CODE SUPPLEMENT

Approved on October 23, 2023, with an effective date of November 23, 2023

OCTOBER 16, 2023 - ITEM TABLED - (SECOND & FINAL READING)

OCTOBER 23, 2023 - CITY CODE CHAPTER 102 - FIRE PREVENTION — (SECOND & FINAL
READING)

Untable — Councilor Johnston moved, Councilor Hatch seconded, to untable the item. The motion passed
with six (6) yeas.

Councilor Johnston moved, Councilor Gunn seconded, to approve the final reading of City Code: Chapter
102-Fire Prevention Revisions.

Amendment — Councilor Burman moved, Councilor Johnston seconded, to amend Chapter 102: Fire
Prevention Article 1 — Fire Code 8102-4 Automatic sprinkler systems, paragraph #D, by removing “the
Fire Chief or the Deputy Fire Chief in charge of fire prevention” and replace it with “the City Council, on
advice from the Fire Chief or their designee. The motion failed with one (1) yea and five (5) nays —
Councilors Archer, Gunn, Hatch, MacPhail, and Johnston.

Mayor Doyle called for a vote on the main motion. The motion passed with six (6) yeas.

Chapter 102:
Article I — Fire Code

City of Saco, ME / The Code / Part II. General Legislation / Fire Prevention

Article I Fire Code

§ 102-1 Title.

§ 102-2 Adoption of standards by reference.

§ 102-3 Additions, insertions, and changes.

§ 102-4 Automatic sprinkler systems.

§ 102-5 Supervisory official.

§ 102-6 Appeals.

§ 102-7 Violations and penalties.

§ 102-1 Title.

This article shall be known and may be cited as the "Fire Code."

§ 102-2 Adoption of standards by reference.

Reference 1s herewith made to ghe 1992
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Ottremlsand-CodeAdmmmstrateors {BO S A Internattonal;and NFPA 1, Fire Code. published by the National

Fire Protection Association (NFPA), such edition as currently adopted by the Office of the State Fire Marshal. Said
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code is hereby adopted and made a part hereof as if fully set out in this article, with the additions, insertions, deletions,

and changes as found herein.



§ 102-3 Additions, insertions, and changes.
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§ 102-4 Automatic sprinkler systems.

A. All new one- and two-family dwellings constructed hereatter shall have installed as past of the structure, a

working automatic fire sprinkler svstem in accordance with this Chapter, and which automatic fire sprinkler system

shall be approved by the Office of the State Fire Marshal.

A= B Approved automatic sprinkler systems shall also be installed in all new buildings in which construction exceeds

any of the following criteria:
(1) Three stories in height.
(2) Forty feet 1n height.
(3) e One hundred thousand cubic feet in volume.
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B- C. All such sprinkler systems shall be equipped with approved supervisory equipment which will transmit s a

local evacuation signal and transmit an alarm signal to an approved receiver, except that one- and two- fanuly

dwellings need not transmit an alarm signal to an approved receiver.

& D. This section shall apply only to applications for building permits after the effective date of this section for the
construction of new buildings or to make substantial renovations in existing buildings where the remodeled building
will execed meet anv of the criteria set forth in Subsection & B. In the case of exasting buildings being substantially
remodeled, the Fire Chief or the DeputyChief mreharge ot fre preventton thewr designee may grant a waiver from

compliance with the requirements of this section where it 1s determined that the permittee will suffer economic

hardship and the cost of the system will be disproportionate to the cost of the renovations and/or the fire danger

involved.

B- E. In all cases where sprinkler systems are installed, whether or not required by this section, no such system shall

be modified, extended or altered without notification to the Saco Fire Department.

E- [. Once an automatic tire sprinkler system has been mstalled and 1s operational, no one shall remove it or cause

the water supply to be disconnected or interrupted without tirst notitying the Fire Department, rosshallanssuel

-G roval of sprinkler systems and supervisory equipment sh ¢ made byxthe Chiet et the Fire Department
E- G. Approval of sprinkler syst d sup v equip t shall b de br—the Chret ot the Frre Depare £




§ 102-5 Supervisory official.

The Fire Chief is herewith designated as the city official to supervise and enforce this article.

§ 102-6 Appeals.

A. Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Fire Cluet may take appeal to the Mayor and City Council.

B. Any appeal may be taken within 30 days from the date of the decision appealed by tiling with the Mayor and City

Council a notice of appeal specitying the grounds thereol, except that in the case ol a building or structure which, 1n
the opinion of the Fire Chief, is unsate or dangerous, the Fire Chief may, 1n hts/hes their order, limit the time for
such appeal to a shorter period. The Fire Chief shall forthwith transmit to the Mayor and City Council all the papess

details upon which the action appealed from was taken.
§ 102-7 Violations and penalties.

The following provisions shall apply to violations of the laws and ordinances set forth in this article, and all monetary

penalties shall be crvil penalties:

A. The minimum penalty for starting construction or undertaking a land use activity without a required permit shall

be $100 and the maximum penalty shall be $2,500.
B. The minimum penalty tor a specific violation shall be $100 and the maximum penalty shall be $2,500.

C. The violator may be ordered to correct or abate the violations. Where the court finds that the violation was

willful, the violator shall be ordered to correct or abate the violation, unless the abatement or correction will:

(1) Result 1 a threat or hazard to public health or safety;,

(2) Result 1 substantial environmental damage; or

(3) Result i substantial injustice.
D. It the City ol Saco is the prevailing party, it shall be awarded reasonable attorney lees, expert witness Lees and
costs, unless the court finds that special circumstances make the award of these fees and costs unjust. It the
defendant 1s the prevaiing party, the defendant may be awarded reasonable attorney fees, expert witness tees and

costs, as provided by court rule.

E. The maximum penalty may exceed $2,500, but shall not exceed $25,000, when it can be shown that there has

been a previous conviction of the same party, within the past two years, of the same law or ordinance.

F. All proceedings arising under the provisions of locally administered laws and ordinances shall be brought in the

name of the City ol Saco, and fines shall be paid to the City of Saco.



Chapter 102:
Article II — Life Safety Code
City of Saco, ME / The Code / Part IT, General Legislation / Fire Prevention

e e

Article IT Life Safety Code

§ 102 8 Title.

§ 102-9 Adoption of standards by reference.

§ 102-10 Additons, Insertions, and Changes Supervisoryofftetal:

§ 102-181 Supervisory official.

§ 102-112 Appeals.

§ 102-123 Violations and penalties.

§ 1028 Title.

This article shall be known and may be cited as the “NERA Life Safety Code, 199 Edion—

§ 102-9 Adoption of standards by reference.

Reference is herewith made to dherrestenrrent edittorrettdre NFPA 101, L@ Safefy Code, 25 published by the National

Fire Protection Association (NFPA), such edition as currently adopted by the Oftice of the State Fire Marshal. Said

wehtelr code 1s hereby adopted and made a part hereof as if fully set out in this article, with the additions, insertions,

deletions, and changes as found herem.

§ 102-10 Additions, Insertions, and Changes.

A. Reserved
§ 102-181 Supervisory official.

The Fire Chief or their designee 1s herewith designated as the city official to supervise and enforce this article.

§ 102-142 Appeals.

A. Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Fire Chief with regard to the enforcement of this code may take

appeal to the Mayor and City Council.

B. An appeal may be taken within 30 days trom the date of the decision appealed by filing with the Mayor and City
Council a notice of appeal specitying the grounds thereof, except that in the case of a building or structure which, in
the opinion of the Fire Chiet, 1s unsafe or dangerous, the Fire Chief may in his/her order limit the time for such
appeal to a shorter period. The Fire Chief shall forthwith transmit to the Mayor and City Council all the papers

upon which the action appealed from was taken.



§ 102-123 Violations and penalties.

The following provisions shall apply to violations of the laws and ordinances set forth in this article, and all monetary

penalties shall be crvil penalties:

A. The minimum penalty for starting construction or undertaking a land use activity without a required permit shall

be $100 and the maximum penalty shall be $2,500.
B. The minimum penalty for a specific violation shall be $100 and the maximum penalty shall be $2,500.

C. The violator may be ordered to correct or abate the violations. Where the coust finds that the violation was

willful, the violator shall be ordered to correct or abate the violation, unless the abatement or correction will:

(1) Result in a threat or hazard to public health or safety;

(2) Result 1 substantial environmental damage; or

(3) Result in substantial injustice.
D. If the City of Saco is the prevailing party, it shall be awarded reasonable attorney fees, expert witness fees and
costs, unless the court tinds that special circumstances make the award of these fees and costs unjust. If the
defendant is the prevailing party, the defendant may be awarded reasonable attorney fees, expert witness fees and

costs, as provided by court rule.

E. The maximum penalty may exceed $2,500, but shall not exceed $25,000, when it can be shown that there has

been a previous conviction of the same party, within the past two years, of the same law or ordinance.

F. All proceedings arising under the provisions of locally administered laws and ordinances shall be brought in the

name ol the City ol Saco, and those Lines shall be paid to the municipality

Chapter 102:
Article III — Fire Lanes

City of Saco, ME / The Code / Part I1, General Legislation / Fire Prevention

Article 11T Fire Lanes

§ 102-134 Purpose.

§ 102-145 Definitions.

§ 102-156 Applicability.

§ 102-167 Establishment; appeals.

§ 102-178 Maintenance and identification.
§ 102-189 Time limit for compliance.

§ 1024920 Parking prohibited; violations and penalties.



§ 102-134 Purpose.

Fire lanes are established for the purpose of promoting e public health, safety and welfare by recognizing that there
exist and will in the future exist buildings and other areas in the city within which and to which the public will be
mvited, served or housed. These buildings or other areas must be provided prompt, adequate emergency services,
including access by fire fighters and fire-fighting equipment and other emergency personnel and equipmentta-erdes

to protect the health, safety and wellare of the public and elfect the saving of life and property in emergency situations.

§ 102-145 Definitions.

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

FIRE LLANE
A designated, unobstructed passageway, at least 20 feet in width, with an esutside inside turning radius ot 68
at least 20 feet and constructed and maintained in a manner to permit free passage of fire apparatus and other
emergency equipment and personnel from a public way to all necessary areas, regardless of the season of year
or weather conditions, around buildings, in areas or in developments or subdivisions as may be required

elsewhere in this article. Fire Department Access Road shall be synonvmous with Fire Lane.

PARKING AREFA

Lots, areas, or other accommodations tor the parking of motor velucles oft the street, alley, or other way,

\VhiCh S?le lOtS, areas or Othﬁl' ‘ElCCOInHlOd’AtiOHS are ‘ElVﬂJ’l?tblﬁ EOI use b}‘ th€ PlIbliC €ith€1' \Vith or \VithOlIt

charge.

SUPERVISORY OFFICIAL

The Fire Chief, their dulv authorized representative, or the Code Enforcement Official

§ 102-156 Applicability.

The provisions of this article shall; 4

be applicable to all proposed and

existing developments, subdivisions, buildings and other premises which are included with the following:
A.

Subdivisions, both residential and nonresidential.

B.

Any non-residential development not requiring subdivision approval or site plan review.
C.

Any proposed construction requiring site plan review.

D.

All schools, whether public or private.

E.

Hospitals.

F.

Convalescent homes, rest homes and/or nursing homes.

G.

In addition to the foregoing, all other places ot public assembly used for the gathering tegethrer of 50 or more persons.



§ 102-167 Establishment; appeals.
A.

Each 'lpphcqtton tor residential or nonresidential subdivision approval and each application for site plan review

to determune the locations of such fire lanes as are necessary under
this section and report histher their findings, recommendations, and suggested designations of fire lanes to the
Panning Board, in writing. All findings, recommendations and suggested designations of fire lanes shall be made a
part of the record of proceedings betore the Planning Board on each subdivision or site plan review application. The
decision ol the Planning Board shall govern the requirements and designation of all fire lanes.

B.

In any application for a building permit, e+ an occupancy permit, or change of use permit not requiring subdivision
or site plan review and approval but otherwise included within § 102-156 above, the Buddmednspeeter Code

Enforcement Official shall notity the Fire Chief or their duly authorized representative of the application for the

permit, ane-the Fire Chtefor Fire Marslral who shall designate directly to the owner, owners or agent of the premises

tor which permit application 1s made the location of required tire lanes.

C.

Within existing developments and premuses to wluch tlus article is applicable, the Fae-Chief Supervisory Official shall

designate fire lanes by written order and shall notify, 1 writing, both the Saco Planning Board and the owner, owners
or agents of such development or premuses, by certified mail of such designation and of any specific requirements for
compliance with this article and shall publish notice ot such establishment of such fire lanes once 1 a newspaper

having general circulation within the City of Saco. The Ette-Chtet Supervisory Official shall tile one copy of any order

of designation of any such fire lanes with the City Cletk. Any person aggrieved by such order may file with the City
Clerk, within 15 days after the date of the receipt of such order, written notice of appeal, setting forth therein reasons
for agorievement. A public hearing shall be held by the Saco Planning Board, after which the Board must attirm,
modify, or rescind the order et-dreEre-Chtet within 30 days of the public hearing. The Board shall notify the Eire

Chtet Supervisory Official, as may be applicable, by written communication of any asd-alt action taken relative to the

establishment ot a tire lane.

§ 102-1 Z8 Maintenance and identification.
Fire lanes established under this article shall be kept free of ice and snow and rubbish containers or other obstructions.

The owner, owners, agent or occupant of any premises to which this article is applicable shall cause to be erected,

mstalled and maintained, at ks—or—rer their own expense, permanent, adequate signs, bearing the words "Fire
Lane — No Parking — Vehicles Will Be Towed At Owner's Expense," in or adjacent to the fire lane. Such owner,
owners, agent, or occupant shall cause such other and further notices or signage as are reasonably required by the Fire

Chstet Supervisory Oftficial to warn persons to keep the fire lanes unobstructed. Failure to maimntain a fire lane m

accordance with this section shall render the owner, owners, agent or occupant of the development liable to a fine in
accordance with the general penalty provision of this Code ! with each continuing day of such violation constituting
a separate offense.

1]

Editor's Note: See Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. I

§ 102-1 89 Time limit for compliance.

The notice of establishment of fire lanes shall prescribe a reasonable ume for compliance. If compliance is not
obtamned within the stated tume, then the owner, owners or agent shall be subject to a line in accordance with the
general penalty provision of this Code. Each day following such specified time for compliance shall constitute a new

and separate violation.



§ 1024920 Parking prohibited; violations and penalties.

A.

No person shall park or permit to stand a motor vehicle in any fire lane established in accordance with this article,
except when seszally picking up or discharging passengers or actively engaged in loading or unloading a motor vehicle.
B.

Whenever any velucle shall be found parked in violation of the regulations established above, any police oflicer may
attach to the vehicle a notice, to the owner or operator thereof, that the vehicle has been parked in violation of the
regulations. The registered owner or operator shall pay to the City a fine to be established after a public hearing. The
registered owner of the motor vehicle shall be presumed to be the operator of the vehicle. Any motor vehicle found
parked or standing in a fite lane that has been established in accordance with this article, in addition to the foregoing,
may be towed, upon the direction of a police oflicer, to any public or private parking facility, and all expense of towing
and any subsequent storage shall be borne by the registered owner or operator of the vehicle &

[Amended 5-3-2004]

1]

Editor's Note: See also Ch. 200, Towers and Wreckers.

Chapter 102:

Article IV — Mutual Fire Aid Pacts
City of Saco, ME / The Code / Pact II, General Legislation / Fire Prevention

Article IV Mutual Fire Aid Pacts

§ 102-261 Purpose.

§ 102-242 Authority of Fire Chief.

§ 102-223 Requests for aid.

§ 102-234 Withdrawal from agreements.

§ 102-2 81 Purpose.

The purpose of this article is to authorize the Saco Fire Department to aid in extinguishing fires and providing
emergency ambulance service in municipalities which, uader 30 ML.R.S.A. § 37778 and through properly adopted
ordinances or agreements, are authorized to aid in extinguishing fires and providing emergency ambulance service in
the City of Saco.

1

Editor's Note: See non 304 MRS A. § 3156.

§ 102-242 Authority of Fire Chief.

The Saco Fire Chief or their dulv authorized representative is authorized to enter into an agreement to use the
equipment and personnel of the Saco Fire Department to aid in extinguishing tires and te providing emergency
ambulance service in another municipality if that municipality's Fire Department or volunteer fire company has been
authorized to provide the same services m the City of Saco under the same types of terms and conditions contained

in this article.

§ 102-223 Requests for aid.

When another municipality requests aid, the Saco Fire Chief or theotficerthenineharge of the SaeoFire Departraent

their duly authorized representative may provide such aid, subject to the tollowing provisions:

A.

Aid may be provided to an extent that the Saco Fire Chief or effteertaehargeofthe SaeoFire Peparttrents thew duly
/ e de

authorized representative mrhts/lrersolediserettonrandtadgmrent; determunes 1s warranted and available.




B.
When aid 1s provided, the officers of the Saco Fire Department shall command #s their own fire fighters, subject to

the direction of the head Incident Commander of the Fire Department ol the requesting municipality, who is

responsible for overall strategy in any event.

C.

When providing aid to a requesting municipality, the Saco Fire Department has the same puvileges and immunities
as the Fire Department or volunteer fire company in the requesting municipality.

D.

Any wages mcurred or damages sustained, due to mjury or death or damage to or loss of property, by the Saco Fire

Dﬁ‘l)ﬂl'tﬂlﬁ‘llt or any OE itS PE‘ISOIHIE‘I ill IE‘SPOH(]_{Ilg to a IE‘qHE‘St fOl' ’J_ld fl'OIIl ﬁllOthE‘I IIllH]iCiPﬂ_lit\' are thﬁ‘ llﬂblllt\' Of

the City of Saco.

§ 102-234 Withdrawal from agreements.

The Saco Fire Chief or their duly authorized representative 1s authorized to withdraw from any agreement entered

srée under this article upon grving 30 days' notice, in writing, of hts/her their intention to do so to the municipal

ofticers of the other municipality.

Chapter 102:
Article V — Fire Hydrants

City of Saco, ME / The Code / Part IT, General Tegislation / Fire Prevention

Article V Fire Hydrants

§ 102-245 Purpose.

§ 102-256 Design standards.

§ 102-267 Installation.

§ 102-2Z8 Maintenance of privately owned hydrant.
§ 102-245 Purpose.

The purpose of this article is to establish uniform standards for fire hydrants within the City of Saco
so that fire protection activities are not hampered duting the course of fire fighting. This article 1s

designed to provide tor public satety.

§ 102-256 Design standards.

All fire hydrants installed in the City of Saco after the etfective date of thus asticle shall comply with

the fellexwtng-speetiteattons: current criteria of the Maine Water Company.
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§ 102-267 Installation.
Hydrants shall be s

salre-et0teet installed 1n accordance with current criteria of the Maine Water COI]lﬂ’UH HK‘f]tt‘i'ﬂ-P-r
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§ 102-278 Maintenance of privately owned hydrants.

All privately owned hydrants within the City ot Saco are subject to the tollowing provisions, and
owners of such hydrants shall be responsible for compliance with these provisions:

A.

The hydrant owner shall provide for b s the serviceability of the hyvdrant

as per NFPA 25 Im[)(’mom Lesting and Mainfenance of Water-Based Fire Profection Systenss C].l’lﬂtﬁ‘l 1. by=
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B B.

The hydrant owner shall submit an brannual inspection report for each hydrant to the Saco Fire Chtet

Department no later than thirty (30) days bevond the anniversary of the previous annual service.




