
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 166 – PUBLIC SPACES AND PARKS  

Councilor Johnston moved, Councilor Gunn seconded, be it ordered that the City of Saco hereby ordains Chapter 

166 Public Spaces and Parks as presented.  

Amendment - (Section 166-4 Camping or Use of Private Lands or Spaces) - Councilor Johnston moved, Councilor 

Gunn seconded, to amend by striking the word "temporarily" and remove the period so that it is one sentence.  So, 

it would read: No person or family may camp on private property without the owner's permission.   In the seconded 

sentence, strike "without the owner's permission", so it would read:  If found to be doing so they will be asked by 

the Police Department to leave and take all of their possessions.  The motion passed with six (6) yeas. 

Mayor MacPhail called for a vote on the main motion as amended.  The motion passed with six (6) yeas. 

Chapter 166 Public Spaces and Parks 

 
§Section 166-1. Title, Authority and Purpose. 

Authority. This Chapter shall be known as the Public Spaces and Parks Ordinance. The Chapter is 

adopted pursuant to this City’s Home Rule Authority under the Maine Constitution and pursuant to the 

delegated authority set forth in 30-A MRSA §3001 et. seq. and is intended for the protection of the 

citizens’ health, safety and welfare. 

 

Purpose. The City of Saco maintains multiple Public Spaces and Parks within its boundaries, including 

but not limited to, its public buildings, schools, parks, playgrounds, recreational areas, beaches, rivers, 

and trails. The citizens rely upon these Public Spaces and Parks for both good governance and 

management of the City, as well as for the enjoyment of life. Clean, safe, Public Spaces and Parks are 

therefore vital to Saco. Like many municipalities, the City has unhoused, homeless residents and 

visitors both living here, as well as residing overnight for unspecified durations. Sanitation and waste 

control problems, as well as illegal drug use are seen, both related to and from the Homeless, as well as 

from other visitors, and that these conditions adversely affect Public Spaces and Parks. The City’s 

Public Spaces and Parks also see open consumption of liquor, littering, vandalizing and other nuisances 

that deter the public from fully enjoying these valued resources. The City Council enacts this Ordinance 

to advance and assure good management of the City’s Public Spaces and Parks. 

 

§Section 166-2. Definitions. 
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