CITY COUNCIL
SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK

RESOLUTION NO. 2024-11
Councilmember Ms.Patrick offered the following:

An Ordinance to Amend Articles VI and X and Related Sections of Chapter 264 of
the Schenectady City Code Relating to Historic Districts.

The Council of the City of Schenectady in Regular Meeting convened, ordains as follows:

Section 1. Purpose: the City of Schenectady has always been a leader in historic preservation
since the creation of New York State’s first historic district in the Stockade. From time to time, it
becomes necessary to review and update the City’s Historic Ordinances to reflect more modern historic
resource protection and related procedures and to clarify and amend current Historic and Zoning
Ordinances to reflect changes in other sections of the Schenectady Code.

Section 2. Articles VI and X and Related Sections of Chapter 264 of the Schenectady City Code
attached hereto and incorporated by reference are hereby amended as indicated. New language is
underlined and deleted language is stricken through.

Section 3. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately.

pproved as to form this

P dae of July 2024
N —

Maxine Barasch, Esq.
Corporation Counsel

RESOLUTION adopted unanimously

JUL 08 2028 . coctiermen
Approved by MayorM 0 24

Vetoed by Mayor




Article VI
Off-Street Parking and Loading

§ 264-39 Purpose.

The purpose of the following requirements is to prevent or alleviate the congestion of public streets and to
promote the safety and welfare of the public by establishing minimum standards and requirements for the
off-street parking, loading and unloading of motor vehicles. Additional provisions related to ancillary
parking are enumerated in § 264-102 of this chapter.

§ 264-40 Applicability.
The provisions of this section shall apply to all new and existing uses, except as may be provided
otherwise in the following Subsections A, B and C:

A. Whenever a use existing on the effective date of this amendment is changed thereafter to a new use,
parking facilities shall be provided as required herein for such new use, except that when any such
existing use was deficient in required parking spaces on such effective date, such new use may be
established with a deficiency in required spaces equal to the preexisting deficiency.

B. Whenever the intensity of use of any building, structure or use is increased by at least 10%, through
the addition of dwelling units, gross floor area, seating capacity or other units of measurement
specified for parking requirements, such increase must provide additional parking for the total
aggregate increase.

C. Preexisting off-street parking areas and lots which are nonconforming with respect to any of the
design standards specified in § 264-43 may be lawfully continued, provided that such
nonconforming parking area is not enlarged or altered in a way which increases its nonconformity.
Where the premises served by such nonconforming parking area are substantially improved, the
parking area shall also be improved in compliance with the design standards specified herein.

§ 264-41 Landscaping requirements.
Refer to § 264-50 for landscaping requirements for parking areas.

§ 264-42 Credit for on-street parking.

All commercial properties located adjacent to a public right-of-way where on-street parking is permitted
may receive credit for one off-street parking stall for each 20 linear feet of abutting right-of-way for
parallel parking and 13 linear feet of abutting right-of-way for diagonal parking, excluding curb cuts. This
provision shall be applied for on-street parking on the same side of the street as the proposed land use or
on the opposite side of the street if the property on that side of the street does not have the potential for
future development. In considering credit for on-street parking, all fractional spaces are rounded down.

§ 264-43 Off-street design requirements; Schedule E, Minimum Parking Space and Aisle
Dimensions.
[Amended 3-23-2009 by Ord. Ne. 2009-02; 9-12-2011 by Ord. No. 2011-15}

A. Location. Parking spaces and/or driveways in residential zones permitted or required by this chapter
shall be located on the same lot as the principal use for all uses in the Residential Districts R-1, RH-
1, R-2, RH-2 and R-3.

(1) Parking in front yards. No driveway or parking area shall be established in the area bounded by the
extension of the side building lines of a principal structure to the front property line of that 1ot unless
the driveway leads to a garage built into or attached to the principal structure.

(2) Limits on paving in front yards. Paving using brick, asphalt, concrete, gravel, shale, stone, or other
similar materials in front yards shall only be for the purposes of providing a driveway/parking area
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[as permitted in Subsection A(1)] or walkways. Walkways shall be limited to five feet in width and
may connect a driveway or sidewalk to a front door, porch or deck steps. No walkway parallel to a
public sidewalk shall be permitted unless the distance between any structure and the public sidewalk
exceeds 10 feet and the distance between the private walkway and the public sidewalk exceeds five
feet. Gravel, shale, stone or other similar materials may be used only on level surfaces.

Access.

Access to a parking area or space shall be via a driveway which has a curb cut approved by the City
Engineering Department. The driveway shall be set back two feet (except as provided in § 264-43D
below) from any abutting property line and must be at least 8 1/2 feet wide, except as hereinafter
provided. Where a driveway was legally established prior to the effective date of this amendment, it
is grandfathered and may be repaired or replaced in its present location, or where adjoining property
owrers have filed the necessary legal easements of access with the Schenectady County Clerk to
establish a common or shared driveway, then the required driveway setback of two feet from
abutting property lines shall be waived.

For all residential uses with five or more parking spaces and all parking areas for mixed uses
(residential and nonresidential in the same building) or nonresidential uses, unobstructed access to
and from a street, designed so as not to require the backing of any vehicle across a sidewalk or into a
street right-of-way, shall be provided for all parking and loading spaces. Every parking garage or
parking area containing 25 or more spaces shall be provided with a two-way driveway at least 20
feet in width or two one-way driveways, each at least 12 feet in width.

Parking space dimensions.
Each off-street parking space shall have the following minimum dimensions in feet:

Schedule E

Minimum Parking Space and Aisle Dimensions

Aisle Aisle
Width Width

Parking Stall Curb (One- (Tweo- Stall
Angle Width Length Way) Way)  Depth

OO

(4 ® (©O ®) ) (E)

(parallel)

Standard 8 feet 24 feet 12 feet 20 feet 8 feet

0 0 0 inches 0 inches 0
inches inches inches

Compact 7 feet 21 feet 12 feet 20 feet 7 feet

30°

0 0 0 inches 0 inches 0
inches inches inches



Schedule E

Minimum Parking Space and Aisle Dimensions

Parking
Angle

(4)

Standard

Compact

45°

Standard

Compact

60°

Standard

Compact

90°

Standard

Stall

Curb

Width Length

B)
8 feet

6
inches

8 feet

0
inches

8 feet

6
inches

8 feet

0
inches

8 feet

6
inches

8 feet

0
inches

8 feet

6
inches

©)
18 feet

0

inches

16 feet

0
inches

12 feet

0
inches

11 feet

6

inches

10 feet

0
inches

9 feet

6
inches

8 feet

6

inches

Aisle
Width

(One-
Way)

)
12 feet

0 inches

12 feet

0 inches

12 feet

0 inches

12 feet

0 inches

18 feet

0 inches

18 feet

0 inches

20 feet

0 inches

Aisle
Width

(Two-
Way)

(1))
20 feet

0 inches

20 feet

0 inches

20 feet

0 inches

20 feet

0 inches

20 feet

0 inches

20 feet

0 inches

20 feet

0 inches

Stall
Depth

(E)
17 feet

0

inches

15 feet

0
inches

17 feet

0

inches

17 feet

0
inches

20 feet

0
inches

18 feet

0

inches

20 feet

0
inches



Schedule E

Minimum Parking Space and Aisle Dimensions

Aisle Aisle
Width Width

Parking Stall Curb (One- (Tweo- Stall
Angle Width Length Way) Way) Depth

4) ® (© ®) D) (E)
Compact 7 feet 8feet 20 feet 20 feet 16 feet

6 0 0 inches 0 inches 0
inches inches inches

Definitions for letters in parenthesis appear in Figure 264-
43C below.

Dimensions of parking spaces for the disabled are regulated
by Section 1106 of the Building Code of New York State.

@
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Figure 264-43C
[Image]

Parking spaces for compact automobiles shall be permitted only in parking lots or garages having 10
spaces or more, shall be appropriately and clearly marked and shall comprise not more than 30% of
the spaces provided.

Handicapped-accessible parking shall be provided in accordance with Section 1106 of the Building
Code of New York State. i

Yard requirements. No parking space, area or access drive serving any nonresidential use shall be
constructed or established nearer than 15 feet from a lot line of any residentially zoned property.
Such required yard shall be curbed and landscaped with appropriate trees, shrubs and other plant
material or fencing sufficient to largely obscure the parking area from adjoining residential uses
when viewed from the ground level.

Setback from sidewalk. No parking space or area, except for necessary access drives or circulation
elements, shall be located within four feet of a sidewalk or lot line.

Parking structure. Parking garages and structures, and storage garages, shall conform to the yard
requirement of the district in which such use is located.

Barriers. On premises containing more than five off-street parking spaces located within 10 feet of
the boundaries of the premises, all such parking spaces shall be equipped with a barrier, curbing,
fence or low wall which is sufficient to confine vehicles entirely within said premises and to protect
any plantings and landscaping.

Surface. In any district other than the M-1 and M-2 Districts, every off-street parking arca and space
shall be constructed in a manner so as to provide an all-weather, durable and dustless surface and
shall be graded and drained to dispose of all surface water accumulation in the area without shedding



additional water on an adjoining property or right-of-way. Individual parking spaces shall be clearly
identified by markings four inches to six inches in width.

[. _ Historic districts and landmarks. Pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 264. Article X, approval

by the Schenectady Historic Resource Commission is required for modifications to any property
within an historic district or designated as a landmark.

§ 264-44 Mandatory off-street parking; Schedule F, Minimum Parking Space Requirements.
[Amended 3-23-2009 by Ord. No. 2009-02; 9-12-2011 by Ord. No. 2011-15]

A. TFor the uses listed in Schedule F, Minimum Parking Space Requirements, located in this section, off-
street parking shall be provided as required and subject to the following rules and requirements:

(1) When determination of the number of required parking spaces results in the requirement of a
fractional space, any fraction up to and including 1/2 shall be disregarded, and fractions over 1/2
shall require one parking space.

(2) When parking spaces are required on the basis of the number of employees or staff, the maximum
number present at any one time shall govern.

(3) For uses not expressly listed in Schedule F, parking spaces shall be provided on the same basis as
required for the most similar use listed or as determined by the Zoning Officer.

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the collective provision of off-street parking
spaces for two or more nonresidential uses, provided that in such case the total requirements for off-
street parking spaces shall meet the shared parking standards of § 264-46.

(5) Minimum parking standards. Required off-street parking spaces shall be calculated using the
standards outlined in Schedule F. Required spaces represent the minimum required number of spaces
except as otherwise stated in Subsection A(6) of this section. All vehicle parking standards are based
on gross square feet of building area, unless otherwise noted.

(6) Nonresidential uses located in the C-4 Downtown Mixed Use District or within 500 feet of a
municipally owned parking lot shall be exempt from the minimum parking space requirements of
§ 264-44.

(7) Parking facility location. Parking facilities may be provided either on the same premises with the
parking generator or in any parking facility, the property line of which is located within 500 feet of
the primary entry area to the building.

B. Schedule of minimum parking space requirements. [Amended 3-11-2013 by Ord. No. 2013-07]

Schedule F

Minimum Parking Space Requirements
Use Number of Parking Spaces
Residential Uses
Boardinghouses 1 for each bedroom

Famity-care homes and group residences 1 for each staff member, plus 1 for
each 8 residents



Schedule F

Minimum Parking Space Requirements

Use

Two-family and multiple-family dwellings
Senior citizens housing units
Single-family dwellings

Supervised residential institutions

Commercial, Business, Industrial, and Institutional Uses

Bars, tavemns, cocktail lounges and nightclubs with live

entertainment and/or dancing

Bed-and-breakfast/tourist homes, inns and hotels

Business and commercial establishments, except as otherwise

specified

Business incubator

Community center, cultural facilities and museums

Day-care centers

Eating and drinking establishments

Furniture, lighting, and floor-covering stores
Laundromats and coin-operated cleaners

Motor vehicle rental, repair and sales

Professional offices in residential districts
Self-service storage facility

Light industrial and manufacturing

Research and development facilities

Number of Parking Spaces
1.5 for each dwelling unit

1 for each 4 dwelling units

1 for each dwelling unit

1 for each 4 residents

12 for each 1,000 square feet of
customer floor area

1 for each sleeping unit

1 for each 300 square feet of floor area

1 for each 1,000 square feet of floor
area

1 for each 400 square feet of gross
floor area

1 for each 6 children enrolled

10 for each 1,000 square feet of
customer floor area

1 for each 600 square feet of floor area
1 for each 4 machines

2 for each 1,000 square feet of floor
area with a minimum of 4 spaces

As required by special use permit
1

1 for each 2 employees on the largest
shift, with a minimum of 2 spaces

1 for each 300 square feet of gross
floor area



Schedule F
Minimum Parking Space Requirements
Use Number of Parking Spaces
Trucking, warehousing, wholesale, and storage establishments 1 for each 10,000 square feet

Colleges and universities, business technical, and private schools 1 for each 6 students of driving age,
plus 1 for each faculty member, plus 1
for each 3 staff members

Hospitals, nursing homes and similar health-related facilities 1 for each 3 beds, plus 1 for each 2
staff members on the largest shift

Retail and services

Under 10,000 square feet 1 for each 200 square feet of gross
floor area, not to exceed 20 spaces

10,000 square feet and above 1 for each 500 square feet of gross
floor area
Taxi and taxi dispatch companies 1 for each taxi
Medical hospitality house 1 for each bedroom

Places of Assembly and Recreational Uses

Religious institutions 1 for each 10 seats

Private clubs and lodges 1 for each 50 square feet of assembly
area

Theaters and auditoriums, other than school 1 for each 5 seats

Bowling alleys 1 for each lane

Golf courses 4 per hole

Skating rinks 1 for each 200 square feet of floor area

Stadium and sports arenas 1 for each 5 seats

Athletic facilities 10 per 1,000 square feet of floor area

§ 264-45 Maximum off-street parking standards; Schedule G, Maximum Parking Space
Requirements.
[Amended 3-23-2009 by Ord. No. 2009-02; 9-12-2011 by Ord. No. 2011-15]

A. The maximum number of off-strect parking spaces for any building or use located in the use district
shall not exceed the amount determined as follows:



(1) In all residential districts and in the I, C-1, C-2, C-3 and C-4 Districts, parking lots may not have
more than 110% of the number of spaces identified in Schedule F, not including accessible space.

(2) Inthe C-5, M-1, and M-2 Districts, parking lots may not have more than 120% of the number of
spaces identified in Schedule F, not including accessible space.

B. Schedule of maximum parking space requirements.

Schedule G

Maximum Parking Space Requirements

District Maximum Standard Percentage
R, RH-1, R-2, RH-2, R-3 Residential Districts 110%

C-1, C-2, C-3, C-4 Commercial Districts 110%

C-5 Business District 120%

I Institutional District 120%

M-1, M-2 Manufacturing and Warehousing Districts 120%

Examples:

A 2,800-square-foot retail store would be required to provide eight spaces and could provide no more than

nine spaces in the C-2 District (which allows a maximum of 110% of the minimum parking space required).

A 20,000-square-foot incubator located in the M-1 District (which allows a maximum of 120%) would be

required to provide 20 spaces and could provide no more than 24 spaces.

§ 264-46 Shared and combined parking facilities.

A. The Zoning Officer may allow for shared or combined parking if an applicant demonstrates that
adjacent land uses have different hours of operation.

B. General provisions.

(1) Authority. In order to eliminate multiple entrances and exits, to reduce traffic hazards, to conserve
space and to promote orderly development, the Zoning Officer is authorized to group cooperative
parking facilities in such 2 manner as to obtain the maximum efficiency in parking and vehicular
circulation.

(2) Agreement. [f authorized by the Zoning Officer, an agreement establishing shared or combined use
of a parking area, approved by the Corporation Counsel, shall be recorded with the County Clerk.
Such agreements shall run with the land for all properties with shared or combined parking and
require City approval for any change or termination.

(3) Termination of combined or shared use. Sufficient parking, pursuant to Schedule F of § 264-44,

must be provided for all partners in a combined or shared agreement or that portion of the use out of

compliance with this chapter shall be terminated.

(4) Shared parking allocation. For land uses in close proximity of each other that operate or are used at

entirely different times of the day or week, the Zoning Officer may allow shared parking facilities to

satisfv the parking requirements of such uses if the parking facilities are within 500 feet of all



primary entry areas to buildings being served by such facilities.

(@) When two or more land uses, or uses within a building, have distinctly different hours of operation
(e.g., office and religious institution), such uses may qualify for a shared parking credit. Required
parking shall be based on the use that demands the greatest amount of parking.

(b) If two or more land uses, or uses within a building, have different daytime hours of operation (e.g.,
bowling alley and auto parts store), such uses may qualify for a total parking area reduction of no
more than 50%.

(5) Combined parking allocation. Two or more uses which have similar hours of operation and combine
parking facilities may qualify to decrease the number of parking spaces. The combined parking
facility must be cooperatively established and operated in accordance with Subsection B above. The
Zoning Officer may require a parking demand study to ensure sufficient parking is provided.

§ 264-47 Mandatory off-street loading; Schedule H, Required Spaces for Off-Street Loading
Facilities.
[Amended 3-23-2009 by Ord. No. 2009-02; 9-12-2011 by Ord. No. 2011-15]

A. Loading spaces shall, as required herein, be provided for each commercial or business use n
sufficient location and size so that no loading and unloading operations infringe upon any sidewalk
or street, unless a legal instrument, approved as to form and manner of execution by the Corporation
Counsel, is executed by the owners of two or more uses requesting the joint use of off-street loading
facilities and is filed with the Zoning Officer with evidence that the joint use will provide sufficient
off-street loading facilities.

B. Required spaces. The number of loading spaces required is based on the gross floor area of the
building or use, as follows:

Schedule H

Required Spaces for Off-Street Loading Facilities

Gross Floor Area of Building or Use

(square feet) Number of Loading Docks Required

0 to 8,000 0

8,001 to 60,000 1

60,001 to 100,000 2

Over 100,000 3, plus 1 for each additional 80,000 square feet

C. Location. No loading space shall be located within any required front yard. No loading space shall
be located closer than 13 feet from a lot line abutting any residentially zoned or developed property.

D. Screening. Sufficient screening shall be provided along all lot lines abutting residentially zoned or
developed property to largely obscure the residential use from the loading space pursuant § 264-50,
Buffering and landscaping.

E. Dimensions.

(1) Bach loading space shall have the following minimum dimensions:
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Width: 12 feet.
Length: 35 feet.
Height: 14 feet.

Where a loading space will be used primarily by tractor-trailers, the length of the space shall be
increased to a minimum of 55 feet.

§ 264-48 Improper storage of vehicles, trailers, boats and equipment.
[Amended 9-12-2011 by Ord. No. 2011-15}

Al

Outdoor storage of no more than one boat and boat trailer, camping trailer, or recreational vehicle,
provided that no part of such storage area shall be located in the front yard, and provided that such
boat, vehicle or trailer shall not be used for living, sleeping or housekeeping purposes.

It shall be a violation of this chapter to park and/or store a motor vehicle, trailer, boat, commercial
equipment or parts thereof in violation of the standards and regulations pertaining to parking and
storage as set forth in Article VL.

Proper service of violations of this section shall be by posting a notice of violation on the motor
vehicle, boat, trailer, commercial equipment or parts thereof, or in a conspicuous place on or about
the lot or building affected by the notice, and by mailing a copy by registered mail to the owner,
agent or operator of the motor vehicle, trailer, boat, commercial equipment or parts thereof or the
property owner of record.



The following Code does not display images or complicated formatting. Codes should be viewed online. This
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§ 264-8 RH-1 Historic Residential District.

A
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Purpose. The Historic Residential (RH-1) District is intended to promote, maintain and enhance the
historic and architecturally significant buildings within the General Electric Realty Plot and the Morris
Avenue neighborhoods. Specific standards and requirements are necessary to preserve the single-family
residential qualities and attractiveness of this neighborhood.

Permitted and special permit uses. See Schedule A, Use Regulations for Residential Districts.
Bulk, space and yard requirements. See Schedule C, Lot Development Standards.

Accessory uses and structures. Accessory uses and structures are permitted in the RH-1 District subject
to the provisions of § 264-29 of this chapter. In addition, accessory uses and structures located within
the RH-1 District shall comply with the following standards: :

Private garages. In no case shall private garages, on any one lot, contain more than 800 square feet of
gross floor area or three parking bays, whichever is less in gross floor area.

Home occupations. The requirements of § 264-104 to the contrary notwithstanding, the use of any
accessory building or structure for any home occupation is prohibited. Every home occupation within
the RH-1 District shall be conducted and operated entirely within the principal building.

Additional limitations. As-an-histerie-district-and-pursuant-to-therequirements-oFAvticle X Histerie
Distriets—ofthis-chapter+The Historic Distriet-Resource Commission shall review, approve or

dlsapprove all plans and bulldmg permlt apphcatlons for any eﬁeﬂ%ems&ueﬂaﬂmodlﬁcauons-*&ia&e-

b&ﬂdmg&—ané—sﬁue%e& to nroncnv wnhm the RH~I dlSU‘lCl pursuant to thc. requirements ofArticle X.
Historic Resources. of this chapter.
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§ 264-10 RH-2 Stockade Historic Residential District.

A. Purpose. The Stockade Historic Residential (RH-2) District is intended to promote, maintain and
enhance the historic Stockade neighborhood where specialized standards and requirements are necessary
to protect the area's distinctive residential quality and the architectural or bistorical significance of
structures therein.

B. Permitted and special permit uses. See Schedule A, Use Regulations for Residential Districts, and the
following exceptions:-

(1) _Excepting bed-and-breakfasts/tourist homes. and home occupations pursuant to § 264-104. the

conversion of an existing single-family dwelling with one dwelling unit into a two-family dwelling with
two dwelling units, or any other use. is prohibited.-

C. Bulk, space and yard requirements. See Schedule C, Lot Development Standards.

D. Accessory uses and structures. Accessory uses and structures are permitted in the RH-2 District subject
to the provisions of § 264-29 of this chapter. In addition, accessory uses and structures located within
the RH-2 District shall comply with the following standards:

(1) Private garages, storage garages and parking areas shall not contain more than one parking space for
each 1,000 square feet of lot area.

E. Additional limitations. As-an-histeric-district-and-pursuant-to-therequi =
Districts-of this-chapter;tThe Historic PistrietResource Commission shall review, approve or
disapprove all plans and building permit applications for any exteriorconstruction-visible-from-the-
publie-richt-ef-waymodifications to propertv within the RH-2 district pursuant to the requircments of
Article X. Historic Resources. of this chapter -includingalterationrepairrelocationrenevation-or
emoliti Ehuildinosand .

T
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§ 264-20 OH Overlay Historic District.

A. Pupose. The OH Overlay Historic District is intended to promote, maintain and enhance areas,
buildings and neighborhoods of historic, architectural, cultural or aesthetic value and to promote the
purpose and intent of Article X governing historic districts. The OH District provides a means of
applying historic district review and protection to individual landmarkslendmaslbuildings, or to
areas of diverse land use that may not reasonably be classified as either an RH-1 or RH-2 Historic
District. As an overlay district, the OH District shall always be mapped in conjunction with an
underlying district.

B.  Effects. The OH District shall not be independently mapped upon the Zoning Map but shall be
mapped, pursuant to the procedure for zoning amendments established in Article XIX of this
chapter, only in conjunction with an underlying residential or nonresidential district. When so
mapped, the OH District shall apply the requirements for historic districts_and landmarks established
in Article X of this chapter, in addition to all the requirements and limitations applicable in the
underlying district._When the regulations and permitted uses of a zoning district conflict with those
of the historic overlay district, the more restrictive standards apply.




Article X
Historic Districts Resources

§ 264- 73 Purpose Pursuam to the provnsnons of &[pglk X § 96- =R ﬂm ﬁﬁ, am le § - gnd &mdg ‘n-K. k 119-dd gflhg General
14 of th Rec

A icle 5 K of the New neral Mu ici l w, it is hereby declared a matter ofpubhc pohcy thal the protection, enhancement,
perpetuation and use of buildings, structures, places, objects and sites of historic, architectural, cultural or aesthetic value are a public
necessity and purpose in the City of Schenectady. The purpose of this article is to:

A.  Safeguard the heritage of the City of Schenectady by preserving resources in the City that represent or reflect elements of its cultural,
social, economic, political and architectural history.

B. Protect and enhance the attractiveness of such historic resources to home buyers, visitors, shoppers and residents and therchy provide
economic benefits to the City and its citizens.

G Conserve and improve the value of property within historic districts.

D. Foster, encourage and advise the preservation, restoration and rehabilitation of structures, areas and neighborhoods.
E.  Promote the use of historic districts for the education, enjoyment and welfare of the citizens of the City.

F.  Foster civic pride in the beauty and history of the past as represented in the historic districts

G.  Designate buildings, structures, places. obiects. sites and structures throughout the City of Schenectady as having historical value
which should be preserved

§ 264-74 Historic Commission Historic Resource Commission.
In order to carry out the declared purpose and intent of this article, an_Historic Commission Historic Resource
Commission (hereinafter "Commission™) is hereby created.

A. Membership and appointments.
(1) Membership.

(a) The Commission shall consist of seven members, whose residences, are located in the City of Schenectady. Members shall be
appointed by the Mayor of the City of Schenectady for terms of office of three years. Members of the Commission may be
reappointed for succeeding terms. i

(b) Members of the Commission shall have demonstrated significant interest in and commitment to the field of historic preservation
evidenced either by involvement in a local historic preservation group,
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volunteer activity in the field of historic preservation or other serious interest in the field.

(¢} In addition to the membership criteria listed above, the Mayor may fill remaining vacant positions
on the Commission with City residents who have background in architecturc and/er historic
presesvation, history or historic research, real estate and/or development and urban planning and/or
land usc laws.

Appointments, Before making said appointments, the Mayor shall request from the neighborhood
organizations that comprise the historic districts, and from the Nerheastem-MNewYork-Chapleroithe
Amedean-lnstinie-oitralitectaSchenectady Herilnge Foundation, Inc., each to recommend one or more
persons to be so appointed. The Mayor may make appointrents from such recommendations. In no
event is the Mayor required to accept any recommendations for such appointments. A vacancy occurring
in the membership of the Commission for any cause shall be filled by a person appointed by the Mayor
for the unexpired term.

Duties and powers. The Commission shall have the following powers and duties:

Review of plans. [t is the duty of the Commission to review and approve, approve with gonditions or
modifications, request additional information and 1able. medifieations-or disapprove all actions, as set
forth in § 264-76 of this article, that result in any glicmtion or physical change of exstiru-features,
relocation, renovation or demolition of historic sies-er-stustuses-resources, as defined in § 264-82
below, within an-histesdsan historie district or propertv individuallv designated by the City as
tandmarks, The Commission shall have the power to pass upon such activity before a cestificateof
approsalCentificnte of Appropriateness- and/erbudding-permitand any other necessary permit lo
complete the work is granted, provided that the Commission shall pass only on changes wistble-Fonsthe-
publicwar-and-anto the exterior features of sun historie resource-buiiing-orstriciure s-as-arevisible-
from-the-publie-way-ond shall not consider interior arrangements, unless such interior armngements are.
specifieally designated interior Iandmarks. In deciding upon all such plans, the Commission shall be

guided by the standdrds for review set fonh in § 264- 76C', of this snlth:, cxccpt that for modifications to
ion shall be suided bv

§264-8 ofthxs mlclcwm#é&meﬂrﬂm

[nvestigate and report. The Commission may investigate, report, testify and recommend to the Planning
Commission, the Board of Zoning Appeals, the City Council and any City department or official on
matters, permits, authorizations and other actions that affect buidinsisrsctures—shes-and-ploces-withir
w-histesie-distrisihistoric resourees. The Zoning Officer, or City Planner responsible for the
Commissien, shall serve written notice to the Commission EhatrmarChairperson of matters, permits
and authorizations scheduled to come before the Board of Zoning Appeals, the Planning Commission
and the City Council and any City dcpartment or official that may affect listoric resonrcessn-lisiorie
digtrst -

District designations and amendments. The Commission may investigate and transmit recommendations



to the City Council and Planning Commission conceming the establishment, amendment or alteration of
an-hisieriean historie districy establishment of a londmark: -and of this article.

(4) Surveys and studies. The Commission may undertake the survey and study of neighborhoods, areas,
buildings. struetures, places, objects and sites sites-paces-buildines-and-structures-that have historic,
architectural, cultural or aesthetic value. Pursuant to such study and survey, the Commission may
propose tegulations, special conditions and restrictions, including recommendations for nomination to
the State and National Register of Historic Places, as may be appropriate to serve the purposes of this
article.

(5) Retain specialists. The Commission may retain such specialists, consultants or experts to aid in its duties
and to pay for their services, not exceeding, in all, the appropriation made for such purpose by the City
Council. The Commission may call upon available City staff members, as well as other individuals, for
technical advice.

(6) Assist property owners. The Commission may advise owners of grepesty-sr-struetureshistoric resources-
withinthe-histere-distseis on the physical and financial aspects of preservation, renovation,

rehabilitation and reuse.

(7)__Guidelines. The Commission mav develop and adopt design 2uidelings, consistent with the review
standards of § 264-76C of this article, to assist owners of historic resources in the development of
applications before the Commission and preservation planning.

(8) Other power. The Commission may undertake any other action or activity necessary or apprapriate to
the implementation of its powers and duties or to the advancement of the purposes set forth i1 this
article-

C. Rules of the Commission.

(1) The Commission shall elect from its membership a EhairmanChaimperson and Vice
ChaiemanChairperson, whose tenmns of office shall be [or fixed-by-the-Commissionone vear. The
EhaimmaaChairperson shall preside over the Commission and shall have the right to vote. The Vice
ChaisnsrChairperson shall, in cases of absence or disability of the ChaimnanChairperson, perform the
duties of the ChatrmanChairperson.

(2) The Commission shall appoint a Secretary who shall be an employee of the City of Schenectady. The
Secretary shall keep a record of all resolutions, proceedings and actions of the Historic Distriet-
Commission.

(3) FourThree members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. The
Commission shall adopt rules for the transaction of its business. They shall provide for the calling of
special meetings by the EhatemanChairperson or by at least two members of the Commission. All
regular or special meetings of the Commission shall be open to the public, and any person or héstheir
duly constituted-appointed representative shall be entitled to appear and be heard on any matter before




the Commission before it reachces its decision.

(4) The Commission shall keep a record, which shall be open to the public view, of its resolutions,_
Centificates of Appropristensss, proceedings and actions. The concurring affirmative vote of fousthree
members shall constitute approval of plans before it for review or for the adoption of any resolutian,
motion or other action of the Commission, If an affirmative vote of feusthree members is not attained
for a motion to approve, approve with conditions or modifications, request additional information and
table, medifications-or disapprove any application for a Certificate of Appropriateness, as set forth in
§ 264-76 of this article, the application shall be deemed denied. The applicant, if hefshethey so desires,
may make modifications to theithisfer plans and shall have the right to resubmit hischesthgir
application at any time after so doing. The Comnmission shall submit an annual report of its activities to
the Mayor and make such recornmendations to the Council as it deems necessary to carry out the
principles of this chapter.

(5) Consent agendu. |
(a) The Commission is empowered to consider and apnrove with 3 sinale inption multinle applications
which have been placed on a consent auenda, The decision for placement on 4 consent i i
be based on:

1._-The nature ond exient of the alierativn being proposed.

2. The degree to which the application is in conformance with the appronriste design guidelines.

3 Wrilten consent agenda suidance and policv, anproved by the Commission, regarding paint
colors, naterials, and it table for specific ¢ istor
Distri where the individunlly d

announced at the meeting. Any member of the Conunission mav remove any item from the consent

apenda and place it on the rewular agenda for full consideration by the Commission.

hai 15 n the consent

agenda upon hearing no objection to the applications remainine on the list,

d) Applicants with items pending on the consent ngendn are nol regui attend the Commission
meeling al which their application is being considered.

&) aining

Cac ber of the Commission shall complete, at a mi four hours ining cach vear

desiened 1o enable such members to more effectively carrv out their duiies. Trining received by a
er in excess of four hours inany vear mav be carried ove the member into su
years in order to meet this requirement. Sueh training shall be approved by the Commission. bul not
e limited to, trainine provided by a municinality, resionsl or count i isst

lanning office or commission



mmission, it is in the best interest (o do so.

No decisio:

with thig subdivision,

§ 264-75 District boundaries; applicabilitv; designation of historic districts and Wistericsites-and-
strueturesiandmarks.

A.  SwndiwdsDistrict boundaries and applicability.

(1) Histordc District boundaries. For the purpose of this article, the Historic District boundaries are
described as follows:

(a) The RH-2 Stockade Historic Residential District, the RH-1 Historic Residential District, and the
QF Overlav Historic District area shown and bounded on the City of Schenectady Zoning Map, as.

may be smended fram time to nmmmmuﬁm&mmmm
on-the City-ef Schenvatndy Zanna-Mop-and-slbsites-desisasted sithar-bythe- Cliyas historiesies

{2l _All land und improvements within the RH-2, RH-1 and OH zoning districts deseribed
ahoveDisisiets, as amended to date;

MHMI—I—M&FMMQH-DMHMWAII parcels of land with improvements
which contain historic resources designated by the City as histofie-sites-and-strusturesan historic
landmark or scenic landmark; and

B. Deusignation of historic districts and landmarks -

(23) Amendment, supplement, establishment or change of historic beundsrtesdisiricts and designation of
landmarks. The Commission may recommend amendments to the Historic District boundaries, e+



establishment of new historic districts, or designation of landmarks in accordance with § 264-75C of
this chaplerassiele-Nidof Chapies264Zonina—ofthe City-Lade, which describes the process of
notification and review for amendment-, supplementation. establishment or chanae of historic district
boundarics and designation of landmarkste-the-provisions-ofthe-erdisance. The Commission
recommendations for Historic District changes_or desienations shall be submitted to the City Planning
Commission for its review and recommendation to the City Council for action;. The Commission may
recammend z group of properties as ape Historic District if:

(a) It contains properties which meet one or more of the criteria for designation of an-historsan,
historic-s#e landmark-sstrsetuse; and

(b) By reason of possessing such qualities, it constitutes sa-histesiean historic district section of the
City.

(34) Historic sies-and-simuctureslandmarks. The Commission may recornmend an individual building,
structure, place, object or sitc propery=for designation as an-histeriean historic stie-ersimueirelandmark
or scenic landmark if it:

(2) Possesses special character or historic or aesthetic interests or value as part of the cultural, political,
economic or social history of the locality, region, state or nation;

(b) Is identified with historic personages or events;
(c) Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style;
(d) Is the work of a designer whose work has significantly influenced an age; or

(e) Because of a unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and
familiar visual feature of the neighborhood.

part of the development, heritage or culiural chnmctunsuw of th tate or nation and;

{3) it i3 custemarilv open or sceessible to the public: ar

lic is customarily invited.

BC. Notice efdesignatienand desirnation procedure

(1) Designation Besiesatien-pproposals_to amend. sunplement, establish or change historic district
boundaries and proposals for designation of landmarks forproperty-whici-has-histosicrerehitecturalor
euliuml-sigrificanse-may be initiated by the owners of said property upon application to the
Commission. Besienatien-pProposals may also be initiated by the Commission. No action with regard to
an Historic District boundary, establishment of o new historic district, or desisnation of a landmark,-



histore-sie-arsimetere-desrguanien shall be taken by the City without prior review and formal

recommendation by the Commission.-

(2) When the Commission proposes to recommend changes to the boundarics of an-histesisan hisioric
district, establish an new historic district, or dcsignate aa-listerica Inndmark-site-ar-strusture, notice of a
proposed designation shall be sent by registered-centified mail to the owner of the property proposcd for

designation, describing the property proposed and announcing a public hearing, pursunnt to paragraph 4
below. by the Plannmg Commlssmn to conclder the de51gnauon Where the proposed deslgnanon
involves - ;

Commisgion dun-n.-. individual notice inl’c.-nsuhig, notice may mstead be pub]xshed at .[edbt once in a
newspaper of general circulation at least 10 days prior to the date of the public hearing. Once the
Commission has issued notice of a proposcd designation, no brildingpermits of anv kind shall be issued
by the Building Inspector, or other Citv departiment, until the Planning Commission has made its
recommendations to the City Council and the City Council has made its decision. Such restriction on the
issuance of building-permits may be waived by the City Council by supermajority vote upon a
recommendation from the Zoning En-ﬁimﬁﬁ'lccr that the actwnly proposed does not impact
historic features. Withis-30-days-ofthep B e tertentyinbbantlie s decada s
and—ﬁubmﬂ-me&mneadaﬂm—ﬂ*e—@ﬁy@eemur

(31 \.thn the owners of suid property propuse to recommend changes to the boundarics of an historic
% . 5 5 4

designation rogal the i shall s it a rec ndation letter and referral o the Planning
Commission for public hearing pursuant 1o Paraerunh 4 below.

(34) The Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing prior to anv chunges 1o the boundanes of an
lilggc district, establish u new historic district or designate a landmarkdesisnation-ofany-istoriesite-
s arusierAs-distaet. The Commission, property owners and any interested parties may preseat
testimony or documentary evidence at the hearing which will become part of the record of the hearing.
The record may also contain staff reports, public comments and other cvidence offered outside of the
hearing._Within 30 davs of the public hearing. the Planning Commission shall make its decision and
submit reeommendations to the Citv Couneil for final action -

Upon receipt of recommendations from the Planning Commission, Citv Council shall muke its decision

district, o the involved narcels.



amendin 64-75D of this article and inco ting said landmark.

velopment and gosted on the City's wehbsite.

(48) In making their recommendations and decisions with respect to designation proposals, the Commission,
Planning Commission and City Council shall be guided by the application review criteria set forth in
§ 264-F6E-T5B of this article -

landmarks:

. Historic Landmark: Former Franklin Schovl. 1675 Avenue B. Tax [d No.: 39.51-2-79. first
esignated with historie zoning on September 27, (982 by inance No.: 82-78, historic

60.38-2-1.21 first d:.smmu:d as landmack on \tlmh 10. 2008 b Resolution No 2008-37.

historic school.

3. ihstornic Landmark: 1017 Phoenix Avenue. Tox [d No.: 39.84-2-82, first desianated by historic
overlav zoning on Jonuary 10, 2011 by Ordinange No 2011 ingle family home,

Historne Landmark: Carmpenter's Union Hall. 145 Barret! Street. Tax Id No.: 39.80-1-39.
designated with historic overla ing on July 25, 2022 by Ordinance No.: 202206
commercisl building.

§ 264-76 Application for alteration, demolition or new construction.

demolition, new construction. or change that requires ﬂm issuance al' a building or dcrnghlmn permit,



materialg, illumination. meshod of auachment, an It

4. _Installation ot telecommunications facilities.

5. Repardless of the requirement for a building permit, demolition permil, or any other permit. any

aterial change in the ior appearnnce of an historic resource fTecis i a or
cohesiveness including:

tu] bati hange of materials. addition, remova ucement, alterati ificaty

exterior architectural features including, but not limited to. light fixtures, signs, roofs, steps.
railines, windows. doors, porches. cladding, bafconies. installation of satellite dish other
exterior elements or features

6. Construction or alteration of u fence or wall.

1. _Change of the exterior volor ot any architectural feature, structure ar building.

8. Installation. removal, or change in material of drivewavs, paved nreas hardseapine, sidewnlkis or
walkwavs on privately ow land outside the City right of wav

9 1allation or removal of vepetative sereening that ex cet in heigh
10. Removal or change of established ireeg other thun ordinary pruning and maintenance.

1 1. Installavon of accessory utility structures or mdiofsatellite devices of two feet or more in dismeter

12. Installation. removal or chanee in solar eneray svstems.

ew conslruction, or change to the architectural features of an interior landma

Planner responsible for the Commission. are not, and do not impaet, historic u includi ut
i locks. fountains, Aagpoles. basketball hag)




3. Qrdinary pruning nnd maintenance af esiablished trees.

A Certificate of Appropriate; av be issucd as a *staila val' by the Zoning Qfficer. or City Planne
sible for the Commission, without Commission review on the following actions:

District Comprehensive Str ¢ Plan adopted bv City Council on Januarv 13. 2020, as amended.

A copv of the Historic Stockade District Comprehensive Streetscape Plan shall be kept on file in the
QOffice of Development and made availuble on the City website.

2. Qrdinary mainienance and repair pursuant to § 264-78.
. _Repaving of existing drivewavs and walkwuvs 50 Inng as there 1s 1) no chgggc in the dgggn, mulma['

A. Procedures for review.

(1) Application for a eesnfies-Certificate of sAppronrintencsspproval shall be made to the Department of
Development-Hisiorie-Ristas-Commiss ion-saf. The application shall state that the property is in &
histerieun historic district or is a designated listoric-se-wi-strusturalundmark, Plans shall be submitted

showing the historic resquree stuetsre-in question and provide the following additional information:
(a) The name, address and telephone nuraber of the applicant.
(b) The location of and photographs of the property

(2) _te>———PPlans, plot plans when any addition(s) or demolition is planned and elevation drawings of
proposed changes, to scale
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(e)
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(1)
(a)

(b}

()

Perspective drawings, including relationship to adjacent properties, if available.
Specific descriptions and samples of color and materials to be used.

Where the proposal includes signs or lettering, a scale drawing showing the type of lettering to be used,
all dimensions and colors, a description of materials to be used, method of illumination and a plan
showing the stamssign’s location on the property,

Any other information which the Coramission_or Department of Development staff may deem necessary
in order to visualize the proposed work.

Upon the filing of a complete application and plans at least twa weeks prior to the next regularly
scheduled meeting of the Commission, the Butdiaa-tnspeetorCity siafl desienated for the Commission -
shall notify the Commission Chairperson of the receipt of such application and shall transmit it, together
with accompanying plans and other information, to the Commission.

No building permit, or anv other necessarv pennit, shall be issued by anv Citv department for any
proposed work until the work plans and description have been approved by the Commission. The
Commissien'sCommission’s eestifisate-Cenilicate of sAppropriatencsspprovat required by this article
shall be in addition ta and not in lieu of any building permit, ur anv other permil, that may be required
by any other ordinance of the City of Schenectady ar other applicable law.-

Action by the Commission.

Decision by the Commission.

The Commission shall approve, appreve with conditions or modifications. nequest ndditional
information. vr disupprove spprevesedisapprovearupprovewith-medifivatiens-such plans and, if
approved, shall issue a eertfisaie-ofappravalCertiticate of Aopropriateness, which is to be signed by the
Chairperson, attached to the application for the building permit, ar anv other necessarv permit, if
applicable, and immediately transmitted to the Building Inspector,or appropriate Citv depatimeni.

[f the Commission does not approve such plans, it shall state its reasons for doing so and shall transmit a
record of such action and reasons therefore in writing to the-Buildingtaspeetor-and-to-the applicant_and
il applicable, to the Building Inspector or other permitting City depariment. The Commission may
advise what it thinks is proper if it disapproved of the plans submitted. The applicant, if hefshethey so
desires, may make modifications to theirhtsdias plans and shall have the right to resubmit hishenheir
application at any time after so doing.-

The failure of the Commission to approve,
miormation, or e~disapprove of such plans within 62 days from the date of the
Commigsion'sCommission's meeting to consider the completed application for a cemHiewa-Cemiicate
of appreval Appropriateness shall be deemed to constitute approval-sad-the-Butldingtaspestorshall-
proveshio-prosestheapphieaneassubimisiedtothe Thuldime-trepectsrsihontsruasld-se-acenifiente
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(a)

(®)

efappeaval: except as provided below:
The applicant has agreed, in writing, to an extension of this sixty-two-day period; or

The application is subject to the requirements of the State Environmenlal Quality Review Act (SEQRA),
and an environmental assessment or environrnental impact statement review must be completed prior to
action by the Commissian.

Effect of approval. If the Commission approves the application, it authorizes the_work to conimence
and if soplicable. the Building Inspector or anv other City permitting authority o issue the budlding-
permits for the work so specified in the application; provided, however, that the applicant has obtained
all other permits or approvals that may be required by the codes and ordinances of the City, and
provided that a building permit is issued and work is actually begun within that period and is thereafter
diligently pursued to completion._A Cenificate of Appropriateness shall be valid for a period of one
yunr unless otherwise specified by the Commission, or later extended by the Commission upon
application bv 1 icant.-

Inspection of work. After the eestifissie-Centificaie of apprevalAppropriateness has been issued and the-
buildinuany necessary -permits granted to the applicant, the BuildingtnspectorZoning Qﬂ"cu, or City

Planner responsible for the Commission, shall, from time to time, inspect the consts 0f
sspatrwork approved by such eestheate-Certificate or Approoriateness and shall take such action as is
necessary to enforce compliance with the approved plans.

Application review criteria.

In considering an application to modify or demalish designated sirusturas-histone resources or construct
new structures within Zhe-an Historic District, the Commission shall not consider changes to interior
spaces_unl id inten sos are speeificnlly d ated as imerior landmarks-se-ie-architectural-

- a eiblef blic-right-oFwaye,

The ConnmissionsCommission’s decision shall be based upon the Secretary of the ksesieesinterior’s

Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (current revision),
published by the United States Department of the [nterior, National Park Service, Preservation
Assistance Division, a copy of which is available in the office of the €#y'sCitv's Building Inspector,
and upon the following principles:

Properties which contribute ta the character of the Historic District or historic resaurce shall be retained,
with their historic features altercd as little as possible.

Alterations and additions to existing buildings shall sither be made consistent with the spirit of their
architectural style ar, if this is deemed infeasible, shall alter the steuelure-historic resource 10 an
appearance consistent with the architectural styles of historic value existing in the Historic District or.
area where the subject property is located. Altematively, contemporary design for altsrations and
additions to existing properties may be permitted when such alterations and additions do not desiroy



(c)
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(2]

(3]
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significant historical, architectural or cultural matenial and/or such design is compatible with the size,
scale, material and character of the property, neighborhood or environment. Wherever possible, new
additions or alterations to struetuses-historic resources shall be done in such a manner that are_
reversable, or if such additions or alterations were to be removed in the future, the cssential form and
integrity of the struesure-historic resource would be unimpaired.

Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced, wherever passible. In the event
that replacement is necessary, the new material should match the material being replaced in
composition, design, texture and other visual qualities. Repair or replacement of missing architectural
features should be based on accurate duplications of features, substantiated by historical, physical or
pictorial evidence, rather than on conjectural designs or the availability of different architectural
elements from other buildings or structures.

New construction shall be consistent with the architectural styles of historic value in the applicable
historic district. On sites of proposed new construction, where siruetures-historic resources adjoining the
site are of significantly dissimilar periods or styles of architecture, the Commission may approve such
period or style of architecture as it deems proper for the site and in the best interests of the surrounding
historic district or area.

No strueturahistoric resource may be demolished unless the Commission finds that preservation of the
sipugture-historic resource is not warranted under the general standards set forth in this section.
Demolition may be permitted only after the developer of the site has submitted and obtained approval
for such plans for new development, including Commission approval for new construction, including an
acceptable timetable and guaranties which may include performance bonds for demolition and
completion of the project. In no case shall the time between demolition and the commencement of new
construction exceed gix months.

Moving of steustures-ar-buildinushistaric resources may be permirted as an alternative to demolition.

Additional general standards.

The distinguishing original qualities or character of any sigatficent-buslding-sirueture-or-sitehistoric
resource and its environment shall not be destroyed. The removal or alteration of any historic material or
distinctive architectural features should be avoided when possible.

All buildsnss—stmcuresaadsieshistonc resources shall be recognized as products of their awn time.
Alterations that have no historical basis and that seek to create an appearance of different time period
shall be discouraged.

Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled crafismanship which characterize an buHdms-
sruemre-es-sHehislonce resource shall be treated with sensitivity.

Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve archaeological resources affected by or
adjacent to any project.



(3) In making its decision, the Commission shall consider the following factors:

(a) The scale of proposed alteration or new construction in relation to the property itself, surrounding
properties and the neighborhood.

(b) Texture, materials and color and their relation to similar features of other properties in the
neighborhood.

(c) Visual compatibility with surrounding properties, including proportion of the property's front facade,
proportion and arrangement of windows and other openings within the facade, roof shape and the
rhythm of spacing of properties on streets, including setback.

(d) The importance of histaric, architectural or other features to the significance of the property.

§ 264-77 Hardship relief.
A. An applicant who has been denied a eesttfieste-Centificate of aAnpropristencsspproval from the
Commission to alter or demolish designatad-structures-or-build-saw-siruciuras-within-an-istoredisifet
an histaric resource may request a hearing before the Board of Zoning Appeals on the grounds that the
decision presents a financial hardship, In order to prove the existence of_financral hardship, the applicant
shall establish that:

(1) The properts-historic resource is deterioruting and the property is incapable of earning a reasonable
- return, regardless of whether that return represents the most profitable return possible;

(2) The property cannot be adapted for any other use, whether by the current owner ot by a purchaser,
which would result in a reasonable return;-aad-

failed 1o obtain sutﬁcxent assistance to enable the owner to economically preserve the historic resource:
and

(34) The applicant has made a good faith effort to sell the property and has been unable to find a purchaser at
the fair market value who would agree to preserve the struetsrehistofic resource,

fmkd—w—emﬁwsssﬁkmmm ity st p wo-the-strucire-




(23— Notwithstanding the finding of finangial hardship by the Board of Zoning Appeals, if the Commission
finds that the ssswesure-histonic resource should be preserved, it may withhold approval to demalish for a
period not exceeding one year from the date of an application for a demolition permit. [f, during that
period, the owner, the Commission or other interested parties are able to obtain sufficient financial
assistance to preserve the gtruciure-historic resource or a purchaser at the fair market value who will
agree to preserve (he siueture-historie resource on the parcel, the Commission shall deny a permit to
demolish the sirwesuralistoric resource,

C. Inany event, the relief granted in a finding of hardship shal! be only the minimum sufficient to relisve
the hardship proved by the applicant.

D. Appeals must be filed in a manner set forth in Article XV1 of this chapter and must be filed within 30
days of the action of the Commission,

§ 264-78 Ordinarv Maintenance and fRepair.
A. Nothing in this article shall be construed to prevent the ordinary maintenance and repair of any exterer
arehitecnsral-fare~alnstore resource, as delined in § 264-82 below, -historesieerstricture-or

propait-withinsn-hiswee-distaetwhich does not involve a change in design, material, color or outward
appearance.-

B.  No owner or person with an interest in real property desigasied-ar-an-historicsiie-orsireinre-or
iscludad-within-an-histore distreicontaining an historie resource shall permit the property (o fall into a
serious statc of disrepair so as to threaten to result in the deterioration of any exterior architectural
feature, or interior architectural feature ot an interior landmark, which would, in the judgment of the
Commission, produce a detrimental effect upon the character of the historic district,_historic resouree,
fustorie site. landmark, or strueture as a whole or the life and character of the property itself.

C. Examples of such deterioration include, but are not limited to:
(1) Deterioration ol exterior walls or other vertical supports

(2) Deteroration of roofs or other horizontal members.

(3) Deterioration of cxterior chimneys.

(4) Deterioration or crumbling of cxterior stucco or mortar.

(3) Ineffective waterproofing of exterior walls, roofs or foundations, including broken windows or doors



(6) Deterioration of any feature so as to create a hazardous condition detrimental to the public safety. Such
a building struclure or part thereof found to be in distepair, in an unsafe or unusable condition or in any
condition that may threaten the perpetuation or integrity of the same shall be in violation of this chapter,

§ 264-79 Emergency action by Building Inspector.

This article shall not apply in any case where the Building Inspector orders or directs the construction,
removal, alteration or demolition of any Hnprevemen-in-a-hisiorie-distristhistoric resource for the purpose
of remedying conditions where it s been detenmined detesmined-io-bethere is an actual and immediate.
danger of failure or collapse so 3s 1o endanger life and the historic resource cannot be made temporaril
safewnsafeordonserous-to-thedifehealharpeopesty-ofony-pessen. However, prior to such order, the
Building Inspector shall serve written notice to the Commission ChatemanChairperson describing the
location and particulars of the action Lo be taken.

§ 264-80 Penalties for offenses.

A.  Failure to comply with any of the provisions of this article shall be deemed a violation, and the violator
shall be liable to the fines and penalties as set forth in Article XVIII of this chapter of the Code of the
City of Schenectady.

B. Any person who demolishes, alters, constructs, or modifies an lustoric resource without a Certificate of,
Appropriateness. or permils an desigrasad-historic resource propeay-to fall into a serious state of
disrepair, in violation of this article shall be required to restore the property and its site to its appearance
prior to the violation. Any action to enforce this subsection shall be brought by the &=y~
AstprmeyCorporation Counsel. This civil remedy shall be in addition to and not in lieu of any criminal
prosecution and penalty.

§ 264-8( (Reserved)

§ 264-82 (ReservediDefinitions,

As used in this artiele. the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

acquisition of development rights or remminder interest.

ALTERATION = Anv than demoliti inary maintenance or repair. tha
the spnearance or cnhc;wcncss of an historic resource ml:luchmz, but not Ilmncd 1o, exienor ch:mgcs

(where applicable), lighting, and signage is installed.
APPROPRIATE - Especially suitable or compatible.




design, gencral arrangement and cumugncng af all gl‘ the c;slznor Su rfncﬁ of anv landmark ar hlsfogc

materials. and type ond style of windows, doors, or other elements related to such landmark or historic
resource,

A ECTURAL Sl FICANCE - The qualit a buildi ¢ slructure d on il dale 1

as a house and a barn,

BUILDING ZONE ~ Area adiacent 1o the building between the stoop or porch and the building used for

in Idoor lumishings. or landscaping.

1 sed work mav be completed as speeified in the verificate: and (2) the City of Schene
depnniments may issue any its needed to do the work specified in the centificate.

CHANGE - Anv alicralion, demolition, removal or construetion involvine any property subjeet to the
provisions of this aricle.

QLIARAQ!ZER« Defined by fgm: 01gD m 0, Slructure vle or material. Geaeral gf amclcr refers 10

CONSTRUCTION — The et of constructing an acdition ta an existing structyre or the ¢
poncipal of aceessory structure on a lat or properiv.

the commisston,

ESTABLISHED TREES — Anv tree which meets or exceeds mine (9) inch diameter at breast height as

measured by the accepted method used by the United Sintes Forest Serviee or New York State Depariment of




Environmental Conservation.

Service at 36 CFR Part 61 as gct:gmjncd by tite State Historie Preservation Office, gs_:mg the designation

criteria outhaed in this adticle.

EEATURE — See “ARCHITECTURAL FEATURE.”

propertics based on a shared theme. specific time gcribd and gmgg' phical area.

HISTORIC DISTRICTS — The term "Historic Distric |
include anv lot or parcel. and its improvements, located within the RH-1. the RH-2 or the O Districts shown

i nded on the City of Schenectad ni ap, s ¢ amendu less of whether such lot
or parcel contains a contributing or noncontributing structure.
HISTORIC FABRIC - Original or old buifding materials {masonrv, wood, metals, marhle) or construction,

HISTORIC FEATURE - Sce "ARCIUTECTURAL FEATURE "

X speets of loeation, desien. sciting, workmanship,
materials, feeling or association for a propertv to convew its historic significance.

of cvgluau.d properics that ﬁnv be consulted i'of luture designation. For the purpose of this anticle, all
surveys shall be conducted in accordance with the Seeretary of the [nienor's Standards and Guidelines for

entilication and Evaluation, as may be amended.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE - The gualitv of a pluce, site. building, district or structure based upon its
identificatton with historic persans ar cvents.




Schenectady Citv Council.

LANDMARK, HISTORIC - Anv site. building, strugture, or gbiect that has been designated as an historic
{andmark by the City of Schenectadv Citv Council.

as an interior lnnd; VAl i ectady Cilv Council. [nteri ted for the

portigns of their interior thal are open to the public.
LANDMARIK, SCENIC— Anv structure or object that has been desivnated as a scenie landmark by the Citv

of Scheneetady City Couneil. Seenic landmarks encomnass structures thot are not buildings, such as bridaes.

iers, parks. cemeterivs, sidewalks, elocks. and ¢

MOVE — Any reloeation of a building or structure on ils site or to another site.
NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA - The esiablished eriteria for evalunting the eligibility of properties for

inclusion in the National Remister of Historic Places.

archilecture. aeology. and culture, maintai edbv the Sccrnmnr ol the Inlcnur uudcr llw ng.m_gﬂlg of the
istoric Sites Act 9 e National Histon rvall ceof 1966 (16 USC 470 et sea.. 36 CFR

Sections 60, 63. as may be umended).
\"z.W YORK STATE REGI%TER Or -HSTORIC PLACES — The ofticial inventory of Nl:w York §tntc S

1980. as mav be amended,

h|c1:l or site hag been o altered or deteriorated that the averall inteerity of that historic rgsnp_t:c or landmark

has been irretrievably lost.

or environment, Examples include boundarv markers, t!c Osl$ ains, monuments, and seulpture. Tins
term may include landscape fentures.

repair does not include wholesale replacement of any matenal or featurs: replacement of any existing
materinls with a different material (such as replacing real wood with fiber cement or vinvi products): any

window, doo other lfenestration replacement; or changes n paint color: but mav include iemporary

methods of siubilization and prevention of further decav of a [eature.



property, as shown on the records of the Schenectady County Clerk.
PEDE: 1 NE —Sidewalk area for pedestrian travel.

GNIFICANCE — ength of time when a iy wi wted with i avents.

PRESERVATION - The act or process of applving measurcs necessary to sustain the existing form,

integrity, and materials ol an histaric Work, including prelimi res (o pratect and stabilize
the nmm generally.focuses upon the ongoing mointenance and repair of historic materinls nnd features

rat n cxlensive replacement and new construction, New ior additions are not within the scope o

this Imalmtml, howcw.r, the limited and &'EHI!W: upgradine of mechunical, elecirienl, and plumbing svstems

PROPERTY TYPE - A vrouping of individual propertics based on 2 set hvsical or assaciative
characteristics

PUBLIC VIEW - Anv buildin et bicct. site. tree. veoetation, feature. parcel. work or activity

which is highly visible by the public or visibl m customarily public spaces. includi t not limited 1

public rishts of wav. public streets, parks, and the like,

"EHABILITATION — The sct or process of making possible a compatible use fora propertv through repair.
alierations, and odditions while preserving those portivns or features of the propenv which convev its
historical, architectural and cultural values

TORATION - Tlu. AC1 OF Process ul';tccumtn.lv depicting the (orm. features. and character of o 2y

upgrading of mechanical. clr:v:lrlcnl, and plumbing svstems and other code-required work to make properties
functional is appropriate within a restoralion project.

RETAIN - The act of keeping an element, detail or structure and continuing the same level of repair to aid in
the preservation of elements. sies. and structures.

REVERSIBLE — An addition which 15 made without damage to the project’s orisinal condition.
SECRETARY QF THE 1 RIOR'S STANDARDS FOR THE TR ENT OF HISTORIC

[ ERTIES - Principles developed by the MNational Park Service (36 8.3, s mav be amended) to
help protect historic properties by promoling congistent En:sn..gunun practices and providing guidance 10

Standards.”



SIGNIFICANT — Having particularly important associations with the contexts of architecture, history and
culmure.

SITE = The locution of a significant event. o prehistoric or historie i ivi ra buildin
siructure, whether standi i r vanished, where the location itself maintains historical or
archacolovical value repardless of the value of any existine buildings, structures or other objeets, Example

of a site are n battlefield. desiened landscape. trail, or camp site.

ABILIZATION — The act or orocess of applving meas: ed to reestablish a weather resistant
enclosure and the structural stability of an unsafe or deteriorted properv while mointaining the essential
form as it exists at present.

STREETSCAPE — The appearance of a street and the relationship of buildings to the sieeet and pedestrian

amenities (including sidewalks, street trees, landscapine, lighting, sienage. bicvele racks, and strect




ZONING

264 Attachment 1

City of Schenectady

[Amended 3-23-2009 by Ord. No. 2009-02; 9-12-2011 by Ord. No. 2011-15;

Schedule A
Use Regulations for Residential Districts

3-11-2013 by Ord. No. 2013-07]

Key:

P = Permitted as of right in district

SP = Requires a special use permit

NP = Not permitted in the district

OS = Recreation and Open Space District
R-3 = Multiple-Family Residential District
R-1 = Single-Family Residential District

RH-! = Historic Residential District
R-2 = Two-Family District
RH-2 = Stockade Historic Residential District

Districts

Principal Uses OS R-1 | RH-1 R-2 | RH-2 | R-3
Bed-and-breakfasts/tourist homes NP NP NP NP SP SP
Boardinghouses NP NP NP NP NP SP
Botanical gardens, arboretums, P NP NP SP SP SP
conservatories
Clubs and lodges, private NP NP NP NP NP NP
Cemeteries and related facilities SP NP NP NP | NP NP
Commercial uses, first floor NP NP NP NP NP SP
Community centers NP NP NP SP SP SP
Cultural facilities, nonprofit SP NP NP SP SP SP

| Dav-care centers and nursery schools NP NP NP P P2 P
Dwelling, attached single-family; NP Sp NP NP P
townhouses (see § 264-111)
Dwelling, multifamily NP NP NP NP NP P
Dwelling, two-family NP NP NP Pl P2 P
Dwelling, single-family NP P P P P P
Family-care homes NP SP NP P P2 P
Golf courses, private SP NP NP NP NP SP
Home occupations, subject to § 264- NP P B P P P
104

| Hospitals NP NP NP NP NP NP
Medical hospitality house NP SP NP Sp NP SP
Nonprofit institutions of educational, NP NP NP SP SP SP
religious or philanthropic nature
Nursing homes NP NP NP SP Sp_| SP
Open space and greenways P P P P P P
Parking areas with more than 5 spaces NP NP NP P SP NP
Parking, ancillary (see § 264-102) NP NP NP SP SP Sp
Parks and playgrounds, public P P P P P P
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SCHENECTADY CODE

7 Districts
Principal Uses 7 R-1 | RH-1 | R2 | RH-2 | R3
Professional offices subject to § 264- NP NP Sp SP2 SP
105

Recreational facilities incidental to SP SP SP SP SP

religious institutions

2158 % 3|2

Religious institutions SP B P P
Schools, postsecondary SP SP Sp SP P
Schools, elementary and secondary, P | NP P P P

private and public

NOTES:
'See § 264-9. Existing and new construction two-family uses are permitted; conversion of one-
family dwellings to two-family are prohibited.

28See § 264-10. Existing and new construction two-family uses are permitted. Excepting bed-and-breakfasts/tourist

homes, and home occupations pursuant to § 264-104, the conversion of an existing single-family dwelling with
one dwelling unit into a two-family dwelling with two dwelling units, or any other use, is prohibited.
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