
CITY COUNCIL

SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK

ORDINANCE NO. 2025- 17

Councilmember Mr. Mootooveren offered the following: 

An ORDINANCE Pursuant to Section 36 of the Second Class

Cities Law and Article VI of the Charter of the City of
Schenectady, Approving and Adopting the Proposed
Operating Budget and Capital Budget for 2026, and

Authorizing the Appropriations therein Enumerated. 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on October 14, 2025. regarding the tentative
Operating Budget for the fiscal year 2026; and

WHEREAS, the tentative Operating Budget includes the General Fund, Water Fund, 
Sewer Fund and Golf Fund; and

WHEREAS, the tentative Operating Budget proposed by the Mayor includes separate
Capital Budgets for the General Fund, Golf Fund, Sewer Fund and Water Fund. The Capital

Budget will be appropriated in 2026 to not exceed a total borrowing of $7,752,275; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the tentative Operating Budget that has been
submitted by the Mayor, and takes the following action: 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT

ENACTED by the Council of the City of Schenectady, in a special meeting convened, as
follows: 

Section 1: The Operating Budget, which is attached hereto and made a part hereof, is
adopted. The referenced attachments which collectively comprise said Operating Budget consists
of the following: 

a. The " City of Schenectady Proposed 2026 Budget" as submitted by Mayor Gary R. 

McCarthy; 
b. A document entitled, " City of Schenectady 2026 Capital Budget Projects;" and



c. Documents listing " Council Revisions to the 2026 Proposed Budget;" 

Section 2: The sum of $119, 966,727 is appropriated in the General Fund for the expenses

of the City government for the fiscal year commencing January 1, 2026, and ending December 31, 
2026, in accordance with the estimates and apportionments shown in the Operating Budget. The
sum of $33, 909,068 is approved as the amount necessary to be raised by the imposition of a real
property tax for fiscal year 2026. 

Section 3: The Commissioner of Finance & Administration is directed to cause to be

apportioned and extended opposite the several valuations of real property on the Assessment Roll
in the amount of $2,497, 591, 334 or such other amount as may be calculated resulting from tax
certiorari actions or other legal actions, and is directed to cause the amount to be levied, assessed

and collected by a tax on the taxable property within the boundaries of the City of Schenectady, in
the manner provided by law, for the purpose of paying the expenses of conducting the business of
the City of Schenectady, paying the principal and interest falling due on indebtedness of the City, 
and meeting such other expenses as may be authorized or required by law. The City Clerk is
directed to send a certified copy of this Ordinance to the Commissioner of Finance & 
Administration, the Chief Fiscal Officer of the City of Schenectady. 

Section 4: Any office or position in the government of the City of Schenectady that does
not appear or for which no compensation is provided in the Operating Budget is abolished as of
January 1, 2026. 

Section 5: The number of officers and members of the Police and Fire Departments of the

City of Schenectady and the classes and grades into which they are divided for the fiscal year 2026
are as set forth in the Operating Budget. 

Section 6: The number of personnel of all other departments, bureaus, boards and

commissions of the City of Schenectady and their salaries or compensations are fixed and
determined in the Operating Budget and in accordance with the Compensation Plan of the City of
Schenectady. 

Section 7: The sum of $10,625, 956 is appropriated in the Water Fund for the expenses

associated with supplying water to the City of Schenectady for the fiscal year commencing January
1, 2026, in accordance with the estimate and apportionments enumerated in the attached Operating
Budget. The water rates reflected in the Operating Budget are approved as the rates necessary to
be charged to the user of the water supplied by the City. 

Section 8: The sum of $17, 571, 315 is appropriated in the Sewer Fund for the expenses

associated with supplying sanitary and storm sewer systems and operations to the City of
Schenectady for the fiscal year commencing January 1, 2026, in accordance with the estimate and
apportionments enumerated in the attached Operating Budget. The sewer rates reflected in the
Operating Budget are approved as the rates necessary to be charged to the user of the water
supplied by the City. 

Section 9: The sum of $1, 716, 503 is appropriated in the Golf Fund for the expenses



associated with the operation of the municipal golf course in the City of Schenectady for the fiscal
year commencing January 1, 2026, in accordance with the estimate and apportionments

enumerated in the attached Operating Budget. 

Section 10: The solid waste collection rates provided in the Operating Budget are approved
and shall be applied for the period commencing January 1, 2026, through December 31, 2026. 
Schenectady City Code Section 161- 25( 1), Exemptions, is amended to change the reduced fee rate

from $228. 00 to $285. 

Section 11: Notwithstanding §C6- 12 of the Charter of the City of Schenectady, there shall
be a delay in the accrual of interest and penalty for property taxes, including state and county taxes, 
and assessed fees for the first quarter of 2026 installment, until February 2, 2026. 

Section 12: Designate as " ministerial changes" all subsequent amendments to the operating
budget that amount to less than 10% of the operating project' s cost, and to specify that no public
hearing shall be required for such ministerial changes and that such changes be authorized by
Resolution only;. 

Section 13: This Ordinance shall take effect January 1, 2026. 

Approved as to form this
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day of December, 2025. 
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