
ORDINANCE  NO.  aC):LLI - QC)3

AN  ORDINANCE  OF  THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  SOLEBURY,

BUCKS  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA,  AMENDING  THE

SOLEBURY  TOWNSHIP  ZONING  ORDINANCE

EST  ABLISHING  CONDITIONAL  USE  AND  BULK  AREA

REGULATIONS  FOR  ACCESSORY  DWELLINGS  FOR

AGRICULTURAL  WORKERS  IN  THE  RA,

RESIDENTIAL/  AGRICULTURAL  DISTRICT  AND  THE

RB,  RESIDENTIAL/  AGRICULTURAL  DISTRICT

WHEREAS,  Section  1516  (53 p.s. Section  66516)  of  the Pennsylvania  Second  Class

Townsl'iip  Code  provides  tliat  tlie  corporate  powers  of  tlie  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Solebury

Township  (the  "Board  of  Supervisors")  include  the ability  to plan  for  the development  of  the

Township  tlirough  Zoning,  Subdivision,  and Land  Development  Regulations  under  tlie  Act  of

July  13, 1968  (P.L.  805,  No.  247),  known  as the "Pennsylvania  Municipalities  Planning  Code";

WHEREAS,  Section  1601 of  tlie  Second  Class  Township  Code  provides  tliat  the  Board  of

Supervisors  may  adopt  Ordinances  in wliich  general  or  specific  powers  of  the  Township  may  be

exercised,  and,  by  tlie  enactinent  of  subsequent  Ordinances,  the Board  of  Supervisors  may

amend,  repeal,  or revise  existing  Ordinances  (53 P.S. Section  66601);

WHEREAS,  it is in the  public  interest  of  tlie  residents  of  the Township  for  the Township

to establish  conditional  use and bulk  area  regulations  for  accessory  dwellings  for  Agricultural

Workers  in tl'ie RA,  Residential/Agricultural  District  and  tl'ie RE3, Residential/Agricultural

Aistrict.

WHEREAS,  the  proposed  amendments  have  been  adveitised,  considered,  and reviewed  in

accordance  with  Municipalities  Plannii'ig  Code  Section  609  (53 p.s. Section  10609);

NOW  THEREFORE,  in consideration  of  the foregoing,  be it ENACTED  and

ORDAINED  by  tlie  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Solebury  Townsliip,  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania,

as follows:

I. Chapter  27 of  tlie  Townsl'iip  Code  of  Ordinances  is hereby  AMENDED  as follows:

A.  AMEND  Section  27-202  of  tlie  Zoning  Ordinance  as follows:

1. ADD  the definition  "Agricultural  Workers"  as follows:

AGRICULTURAL  WORKERS

Individuals  wl'io  earn  tlieir  prii'nary  income  by undeitaking  one or more

agricultural  use activities.

B. AMEND  Section  27-402  of  the Zonii'ig  Ordinance  as follows:

1.  ADD  Section  27-402.1.C.17  as follows:  "(17)  Accessory  dwellings  for

agricultural  workers."
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C.  AMEND  Section  27-404  of  the  Zoning  Ordinance  as follows:

1.  ADD  tlie  phrase  "Except  for  accessory  dwellings  for  agricultural  workers"

27-404.l.B.2.i  so tliat  it now  reads  as follows:  "(i)  Clustering.  Except  for

accessory  dwellings  for  agricultural  workers,  tlie  principal  dwelling  and  all

accessory  dwellings  shall  be clustered  witliin  20%  of  the  entire  tract."

2.  STRIKE  Section  27-404.l.B.2.j  in its entirety  and  REPLACE  it with  tl'ie

following:

(j)  Maximum  number  allowed.  A  combined  maximum  of  one  accessory  dwelling

and/or  accessory  dwellings  for  agricultriral  workers  may  be erected  provided  the

lot  is a minimum  of  four  acres  in area  and  less  tlian  50 acres  in area.  A  coi'nbined

maximum  of  two  accessory  dwellings  and/or  accessory  dwelling  for  agricultural

workers  may  be erected  provided  the  lot  is a minimum  of  50 acres  in area.

3. ADD  Section  27-404.1.C.9(a-m)  as follows:

(9)  Accessory  Dwellings  for  Agricultural  Workers

(a)  Maximum  occupancy:  the  Board  of  Supervisors  may  set  the  size

and  maximum  occupancy  of  the  dwelling  by  condition  as part  of  a

conditional  use decision.

(b)  Minimum  lot  area:  four  acres.

(c)  Minirmiin  lot  widtli  at building  line:  225  feet.

(d)  Minimuin  lot  width  at street  line:  100  feet.

(e)  Maximum  total  impervious  surface  coverage:  20%.

(f)  Maximum  building  coverage:  15%.

(g)  Minimum  depth  of  front  yard:  80 feet.

(li)  Minii'num  depth  of  rear  yard:  60 feet.

(i) Minii'num  width  of  eacli  side  yard:  50 feet.

(i) Maximum  nui'nber  allowed.  A  combined  maximrim  of  one

accessory  dwelling  and/or  accessory  dwelling  for  agricultural  workers

i'nay  be erected  provided  the  lot  is a mii'iimum  of  four  acres  in area  and

less  tlian  50 acres  in area.  A  combined  maximum  of  two  accessory

dwellings  and/or  accessory  dwellings  for  agricultural  workers  i'nay  be

erected  provided  tlie  lot  is a ininii'num  of  50 acres  in area.

(lO Notliing  contained in tliis section shall permit an accessory
dwelling  for  agricultural  workers  to be constructed  on a lot  wliich  has been

restricted  from  the  construction  of  additional  dwellings  by  deed,

subdivision  plan,  operation  or  law  or  otherwise.
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(l)  Wlien  an owner  of  a lot  wisl'ies  to erect  an accessory  dwelling  for

agricultural  workers,  tlie  owner  sliall  enter  into  a unilateral  declaration  of

restrictions  and covenants  in a form  acceptable  to the Township  agreeing

not  to subdivide  tlie  accessory  dwelling  or subject  it to a plan  of

condominium.

(in)  Tlie  lot  owner  shall  submit  to the  Township  a certification  on a

form  provided  or approved  by  the Township  confirming  that  it is

coi'nplying  witl'i  all requirements  of  this  Part  and  all  conditions  of  the

conditional  use approval,  011 or before  September  30 of  each  year.

D.  AMEND  Section  27-602  of  the  Zoning  Ordinance  as follows:

1.  ADD  Section  27-602.1.C.19  as follows:  "(19)  Accessory  dwellings  for

agricultural  workers."

E.  AMEND  Section  27-604  of  tlie  Zoning  Ordinance  as follows:

1.  ADD  the phrase  "Except  for  accessory  dwellings  for  agricultural  workers"

27-604.l.B.2.i  so tl'iat  it now  reads  as follows:  "(i)  Clustering.  Except  for

accessory  dwellings  for  agricultural  workers,  tlie  principal  dwelling  and all

accessory  dwellings  shall  be clustered  witliin  20%  of  the entire  tract."

2.  STRIKE  Section  27-604.l.B.2.j  in its entirety  and REPLACE  it with  tlie

following:

(j)  Maxii'num  number  allowed.  A  combined  maximui'n  of  one  accessory  dwelling

and/or  accessory  dwellings  for  agricultural  workers  may  be erected  provided  the

lot  is a minimum  of  seven  acres  in area  and less than  50 acres  in area. A

combined  maximum  of  two  accessory  dwellings  and/or  accessory  dwelling  for

agricultural  workers  may  be erected  provided  the lot  is a miniinum  of  50 acres  in

area.

3. ADD  Section  27-604.1.C.10(a-m)  as follows:

(10)  Accessory  Dwellings  for  Agricultural  Workers

(a)  Maximum  occupancy:  tlie  Board  of  Supervisors  may  set tlie  size

ai'id maximum  occupancy  of  the dwelling  by condition  as pait  of  a

conditional  use decision.

(b)  Minimum  lot  area:  seven  acres.

(c)  Minimuin  lot  width  at building  line:  225 feet.

(d)  Minimui'n  lot  width  at street  line:  100  feet.

(e)  Maximui'n  total  iinpervious  surface  coverage:  20%.

(f)  Maximum  building  coverage:  15%.
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(g)  Minimum  depth  of  front  yard:  80 feet.

(h)  Minimum  deptli  of  rear  yard:  60 feet.

(i)  Minimum  widtli  of  eacli  side  yard:  50 feet.

(j)  Maximum  number  allowed.  A combined  maximum  of  one

accessory  dwelling  and/or  accessory  dwelling  for  agricultural  workers

may  be erected  provided  the lot  is a minimum  of  seven  acres  in area and

less tlian  50 acres  in area. A combined  maximuin  of  two  accessory

dwellings  and/or  accessory  dwellings  for  agricultural  workers  may  be

erected  provided  tlie  lot  is a minii'num  of  50 acres  in area.

(k)  Nothing  contained  in this  section  shall  permit  an accessory

dwelling  for  agricultural  workers  to be constructed  on a lot  wl'iich  has been

restricted  from  the construction  of  additional  dwellings  by deed,

subdivision  plai'i,  operation  or law  or otlierwise.

(l)  When  an owner  of  a lot  wishes  to erect  an accessory  dwelling  for

agricultural  workers,  the owner  shall  enter  into  a unilateral  declaration  of

restrictions  and covenants  in a fori'n  acceptable  to the  Townsliip  agreeing

not  to subdivide  the accessory  dwelling  or subject  it to a plan  of

condoininium.

(m)  Tlie  lot  owner  sliall  submit  to tlie  Township  a ceiti'fication  on a

form  provided  or approved  by the Township  confirming  that  it is

complying  witli  all requirements  of  this  Pait  and all  conditions  of  the

conditional  use approval,  on or before  Septei'nber  30 of  each  year.

F. AMEND  Section  27-2603  of  the Zoning  Ordinance  as follows:

1.  ADD  Section  27-2603.1.A.3  as follows:  "(3)Accessory  dwellings  for

agricultural  workers."

II.  Partial  Repealer

All  other  provisions  of  the Ordinances  of  Solebury  Township,  as amended,  sliall  remain

in full  force  and  effect.  All  otlier  Ordinances  or  provisions  of  the Ordinance  inconsistent

herewitli  or in conflict  witli  any  of  the  terms  l'iereof  are, to the extent  of  said  inconsistencies  or

conflicts,  liereby  specifically  repealed.

III.  Severability

The  provisioi'is  of  tliis  Ordinance  are severable.  If  any  section,  clause,  sentence,  part  or

provision  thereof  shall  be lield  illegal,  invalid,  or  unconstitutional  by  a couit  of  competent

jurisdiction,  such  decision  of  the court  sliall  not  affect  or impair  any  of  the  remaining  sections,

clauses,  sentences,  parts  or  provisions  of  t)iis  Ordinance.  It is hereby  declared  to be the intent  of

the Board  of  Supervisors  that  this  Ordinance  would  l'iave  been  adopted  if  such  illegal,  invalid,  or

unconstitutional  section,  clause,  sentence  or  part  of  a provision  had not  been  included  lierein.

2935486  1/50406



IV. Effective  Date

All  provisions  of  tliis  Ordinance  shall  be in full  force  and effect  five  (5)  days  alter  the

approval  and adoption.

ORDAINED  AND ENACTED  tliisl(z5'dayof  J  J  , 2024.

T/smBaic
Howe.  Vrcej-Chair

ohn  S. Francis.  Member

% /  -A-i/.  '%  /  A  -4

Cl'irrsty Cheek, Memb,er

Kevin  Morrissey,  Member

Attest:

Catherine  Cataldi,  Townsliip  Secretary
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