The following ordinance change is being introduced by Chris Palmieri. See following page for the

CGS chapter mentioned.

ARTICLE II
Conservation Commission
[Adopted as Ch. 15, Art. V, of the 1989 Code
and amended on April 28, 2025]

§ 112-7. Creation.

There is hereby created a conservation commission. The Commission shall be governed by and
follow Connecticut General Statute Title 7, chapter 97, Section 7-131a

§ 112-8. Composition; appointment.

A

The Conservation Commission shall be composed of seven members to be appointed by the
Town Manager as follows:

Within 30 days from the time this article shall take effect, there shall be appointed two
members to serve for a term of four years, two members to serve for a term of three years,
two members to serve for a term of two years, and one member to serve for a term of one
year; the terms of each member to commence upon appointment. Annually thereafter,
members shall be appointed to fill expired terms, and each such newly appointed member
shall hold office until his successor is appointed and qualified.



Sec. 7-131a. Conservation commissions. (a) Any town, city or borough, by vote of its legislative body, may
establish a conservation commission for the development, conservation, supervision and regulation of natural
resources, including water resources, within its territorial limits. The commission shall consist of not fewer than
three nor more than eleven members and not more than three alternates, to be appointed by the chief executive
officer of the municipality, to serve for terms fo be designated by the legislative body establishing the
commission. Such altcrnate members shall, when seated, have all the powers and duties of a member of the
commission. The chicf executive officer may remove any member or alternate for cause and may fill any
vacancy.

(b) A conservation commission shall conduct research into the utilization and possible utilization of land areas
of the municipality and may coordinate the activities of unofficial bodies organized for similar purposes, and
may advertise, prepare and distribute books, maps, charts, plans and pamphlets as necessary for its purposes. It
may propose a greenways plan for inclusion in the plan of conservation and development of the municipality
prepared pursuant to section 8-23. It may inventory natural resources and formulate watershed management and
drought management plans. Such plans shall be consistent with water supply management plans prepared
pursuant to section 25-32d. It shall keep an index of all open areas, publicly or privately owned, including open
marshlands, swamps and other wetlands, for the purposc of obtaining information on the proper use of such
areas, and may from time to time recommend to the planning commission or, if none, to the chief executive
officer or the legislative body plans and programs for the development and use of such areas. It may make
recommendations to zoning commissions, planning commissions. inland wetlands agencies and other municipal
agencies on proposed land use changes. It may, with the approval of such legislative body. acquire land and
casements in the name of the municipality and promulgate rules and regulations, including but not limited to the
establishment of reasonable charges for the use of land and easements, for any of its purposes as set out in this
section. It may supervise and manage municipally-owned open space or park property upon delegation of such
authority by the entity which has supervisory or management responsibilities for such space or property. It shall
keep records of its meetings and activitics and shall make an annual report to the municipality in the manner
required of other agencies of the respective municipalities. The commission may receive gifts in the name of the
municipality for any of its purposes and shall administer the same for such purposes subject to the terms of the
gift.

(c) A commission may exchange information with the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental Protection,
and said commissioner may, on request, assign technical personnel to a commission for assistance in planning its
overall program and for coordinating state and local conservation activities.

(d) Any town, city or borough may appropriate funds to such commission.



