
Article 70 - Funding Approval Sunset

To see if the Town Meeting will vote to approve the following Bylaw requirement. 

Any Article approved that has $ 250,000 (Two Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars) funding or
LESS will have a " sunset" of approval of three years starting at beginning of the fiscal year the
article has been approved unless stipulated as part of the article. Approved fund spending must
be initiated prior to the end of the third fiscal year of approval. Spending must be completed
prior to the ending of the fourth fiscal year. A one-year extension may be granted by the Select
Board to complete an approved article. Otherwise, the article funding will be rescinded, then
must be resubmitted to Town Meeting for reconsideration or continued approval. 

All Articles approved over of $250,000 ( Two Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars) will have a
sunset" of approval of four years starting at beginning of the fiscal year the article was approved

unless stipulated as part of the article. Approved spending funds must be initiated prior to the
end of the fourth year of approval and spending must be completed prior to the ending of the
sixth year. An extension as needed may be granted by the Select Board. Otherwise, the article
funding will be rescinded, then must be resubmitted to Town Meeting for reconsideration or
continued approval. 

All funding for articles not spent past " sunset" that have not been extended will no longer be
available unless resubmitted for Town Meeting approval. 

Any State and/ or Federal Grants will be exempt from this " sunset" requirement. 

Any labor negotiation agreement will be excluded from this provision. 

If this article is approved by Town Meeting, Legal Council will implement this change as a
Bylaw to the towns charter or take any action required. 

Petitioner: Peter E. Murphy, 60 Peters Drive, Stoughton, MA 02072

Precinct 2 Town Meeting Representative

Date: February 7, 2023

Proposed Motion: Any Article approved that has $ 250,000 (Two Hundred and Fifty Thousand
Dollars) funding or LESS will have a " sunset" of approval of three years starting at beginning of
the upcoming fiscal year the article has been approved unless stipulated as part of the article. 
Approved fund spending must be initiated prior to the end of the third fiscal year of approval. 
Spending must be completed prior to the ending of the fourth fiscal year. A one-year extension
may be granted by the Select Board to complete an approved article. Otherwise, the article
funding will be rescinded, then must be resubmitted to Town Meeting for reconsideration or
continued approval. 

All Articles approved over of $250, 000 ( Two Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars) will have a
sunset" of approval of four years starting at beginning of the upcoming fiscal year the article

was approved unless stipulated as part of the article. Approved spending funds must be initiated
prior to the end of the fourth year of approval and spending must be completed prior to the
ending of the sixth year. An extension as needed may be granted by the Select Board. Otherwise, 
the article funding will be rescinded, then must be resubmitted to Town Meeting for
reconsideration or continued approval. 

All funding for articles not spent past " sunset" that have not been extended will no longer be
available unless resubmitted for Town Meeting approval. 

Any State and/ or Federal Grants will be exempt from this " sunset" requirement. 



If this article is approved by Town Meeting, Legal Counsel will implement this change as a
Bylaw to the towns charter or take any action required. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: Voted 9- 1 to Accept and Recommend to Town Meeting Article 70. 
MUNICIPAL REGULATIONS: Voted 5- 0 to Accept and Recommend to Town Meeting Article 70. 


