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LOCAL LAW NO. ^ OF 2017 

A LOCAL LAW CREATING CHAPTER 163 OF THE VILLAGE OF 
WASHINGTONVILLE CODE ENTITLED "VEHICLES, ABANDONED JUNKED OR 

INOPERATIVE" 

Be it enacted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Washingtonville, County of 
Orange, State ofNew York, as ifoliows: 

Sectioii 1. iPurpose. 

This Local Law is enacted fpr the purpose of creating regulations with respect to the 
treatment and disposition of abandoned and inoperative vehicles within the .Village of 
Washingtonville. 

Section 2. NewCiiapter. 

Chapter 163 ofthe Village Code ofthe Village of Washingtonville is hereby created as 
follows: 

Cliapter 163. VEHICLES, ABANDONED JUNKED OR INOPERATIVE 

§ 163-1 Legislative intent 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Washingtoiiville hereby finds that the storage or 
presence of abandoned, junked or inopeirative motor vehicles on private property creates 
a public and private nuisancb and is harmful to the pubUc health, safety and welfare. Such 
vehicles: i) present a spiirce of potential serious injtiry, particularly to children; ii) 
seriously harm the aesthetic qualities of the Village; and iii) are a contributing cause to 
the depreciation of property values within neighborhood and the Village as a whole. The 
Board of Trustees finds that the problems can be diminished by permitting die storage of 
such vehicles only within a garage or other enclosed structure. 

§ 163-2 Definitions 

As used in tWs chapter, the following terms shall have the meaning as indiw^ 

ABANDONED, JUNKED OR INOPERATIVE MOTOR VEHICLE 

A. Any motor vehicle, as defined in the Vehicle and Traffic Law of the State ofNew 
York, that is: 



1. Unlicensed, old, wrecked, stored, discarded, dismantled or partly 
dismantled and which is not intended for or in any condition fit for legal use 
upon the public highway; j 

, 2. Being held or Used for the pinpose of resale of used parts therefrom or for 
purpose of reclaiming for use sonî  dr all ofthe niaterials therein for the 
purpose of disposing of the saine; 

3. In such condition as to cost more to repair and place in operating condition 
than its reasonable market value prior to siich rdpair; 

4. Left unattended fdr more than 24 hours on jproperty of another if left 
without pennission of the property dvmer: Notwithstanding the foregoing, 
i f such vehicle presents an immediate danger to persons or property as 
determihed by any Enforcement Official, said vehicle shall be deemed to be 
abandoned at the time of the determination. 

5. With no number plates affixed thereto or in an inoperable condition for 
more than six hours on any highway or in any other pubUc place. 

6. Whether licensed of 'not, for more than 24 hours on any highway or in any 
other public place, except a portion of a highway or public place on which 
parking is legally permitted. 

7. For more than 4i8 hours, after the parking of such vehicle shall have become 
illegal, ori a portion of a highwiay or public place on which .parking is 
legally perniitted. 

B. With respect to any motor vehicle not required to be licensed or not customarily 
used oh public highways, the fact that such motor vehicle has remained unused for 
more than six months and is not in condition to be removed imder its own power 
shall be presumptive evidence that such motor vehicle is ah 'abandoned, junked or 

) -inoperative motor vehicle'. 
C. The fact that a motor vehicle dobs not display a current motor veliicle registration 

Or license plate shall be presumptive evidence that such motor vehicle is not in any 
condition for legal use upon the highways. 

D. The use of the term in the singular herein is intended, where: apphcable, to include 
the plural. . • 

ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL 

The Building Inspector, Code Enforcement Officer, any officer of the Village of Washingtonville 
Police Department or any person authorized to issue appearance tickets in the Village pursuant to 
the laws of the State of New York. 

OWNER OF PRIVATE PROPERTY 

Ariy person, firm, partnership, limited liability company or corporation, wheflier business 
membership, religious, charitable or otherwise, or any association or any other unit or entity 
owning real property in the Village of Washingtonville. 



§ 163-3 Proliibited actions; exception 

. A. It shall be unlawftil for any person, his agent or employee to abandon or to. suffer, permit . 
or cause to be left any motor vehicle, whether or not owned by him, upon any pubhc 
street or in any public place or on private property not owned by him or on his own 
property in violation of the provisions of this chapter or any other local law of the Village 
of Washingtonville. r 

B. This chapter shall not prohibit a person fi-oiri keeping one uriregistered riiotor vehicle on 
his/her own property urider the following conditions: 
1. The property owner must fill out an uiu-egistered vehicle application form and submit 

same to the Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer, The application form shall 
include the followirig information: 
a. Property ovraer's name and address; 

,b. Name of the owner of the vehicle; / 
c. Reason(s) for mairitaining unregistered vehicle on property. Examples of 

acceptable reasons shall include, but not be limited to: vehicle owner/operator 
bemg il l ; actively engaged m military service; attending an educational institution; 
or imable to insure the vehicle for financial reasons. 

2. The Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer shall either approve or deny the 
application, subject to an appeal to the Village Board of Trustees should an apphcant 
be aggrieved by the Building Inspector's/Code Enforcement Officer's decision. Any 
approval granted by either the Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer or the 
Village Board, as apphcablie, shall be for a period Of one year. At the expiration of 
said period, a new application must be submitted to the Building Inspector/Code 
Enforcement Officer or the unregistered vehicle removed fi-om the property. 

§ 163-4 Storage restricted 

It shall be unlawful for any person within die Village to store or deposit or cause, suffer or 
pennit to be stored or deposited more than one abandoned, jxmked or inoperative motor vehicle 
or part or piece thereof outside of an enclosed structure on any private property within the 
Village. I 

§ 163-5 Removal Procedures 

In addition or as an altemative to the fines, penalties arid other remedies provided in § 163-6, any 
abandoned, junked or inoperative motor vehicle in violation of § 163-4 may be removed &om the 
property on which it is located in the following manner: 

A. Notice 

1. The Enforcement Official shall serve written notice, either by personal service on the 
property ovraer, tenant or agent br by certified mailing, to the owner of the private 



property on which the vehicle is located and post a copy of such notice in a conspicuous 
place on the subj ect property ordering such property owner, tenant or agent to remove the 
vehicle or cause the vehicle to be rera;oved therefi-om within five days aftra* the date of a 
hearing before the Board of Trustees. Such notice shall be mailed at least five days prior 
to the hearing and shall state the date of the hearing. 

2. Such notice shall also state that: 
a) Failure to remove the vehicle withm the specified period shall cause legal titie td the 

. vehicle to vest in the village and shall grant to the village the legal.right to enter upon 
the premises to rCTiove and sell or dispose of said vehicle 

b) The expense of such î movial, storage and sale or disposal, including the costs ofthis 
proceeding, shall be charged to the vehicle owner and/or property owner and may be 
charged against the property and, i f unpaid said charge may be assessed, levied and 

. collected in the same manner as a real property tax. 
3. At the hearing, the property owner or vehicle owner is entitied to be represented by 

counsel and present testimony and witnesses. The Enforcement Official may determine 
the ownership and the address of the owner of any parcel of land in the Village fi'om the 
current assessment roll. ^ 

4. Following the aforesaid hearing before the Board of Trustees, the Board may 
affirm, modify or rescind the Enforcement Official's order. 

B. Removal 
In the event that said abandoned, junked or inoperative motor vehicle is hot removed 
firom the premises within five days subsequent to the hearing, or said other time period as 
the Board may specify, the Village shall have the right to enter upon the premises and to 
remoye, store and sell or dispose of said vehicle. The expense of such removal, storage 
aind salis or disposal shall be a lawful charge aigainst the ovmer of the private property and 
may be collected in the same manner as a real property tax or, in the altemative, said 
charges may be collected in a civil action instituted in the name of the Village of 
Washingtonville. ' 

C. Acquisition of title to veliicle by Village 
1. If a vehicle which is declared abandoned, junked or inoperative by the Enforcement 

Official has no current registriation, inspection isticker or license plate and is of a 
\yholesale value, taking into consideration the conditiori of the vehicle, of $750 or 
less, titie to such vehicle shall vest in the Village ten (10) days subsequent to the 
public hearing provided for in §163-5A. Such detennination as to wholesale value 
shall be made by the Enforcement Official. 

2. For vehicles other than those governed by Subsection (1) above, the Village shall 
notify the last owner of the vehicle and any lien holders thereon that the Village has 
commenced procedures to acquire title to the vehicle, and if such vehicle is not 
claimed and reriioved firom the property within ten (10) days subsequent to the 
aforesaid public hearing, title' to such vehicle shall vest in the Village. 



D. Sale, use and disposal of vehicle 
1. The Village Board of Trustees shall determine if ari abandoned, junked or inoperative 

motor vehicle is suitable or feasibly may be niade suitable for operation on the public 
highways. If the vehicle is so suitable, the vehicle shall besold afterpubhc bid to.the 
highest bidder or converted pursuant to Subsection D(2) below. 

2. The Village Board ofTnistees may convert to its own use those abandoned, junked or 
inoperative motor vehicles not affected by §163-5(C) above or'may, by sale or gift, 
transfer title,to any isuch vehicles to any other municipal corporation for use by its law 
enforcement agency; provided, however, that the total riumber of vehicles converted 
and/or transferred in any calendar year shall not exceed two such vehicles. 

3. Ifthe Village Board of Trustees determines that an abandoried, jxmked or inopCTative 
motor vehicle is not suitable'fof operation on tiie public highways or if a vehicle does 
npt have a vehicle identification number plate, the village shall sell the vehicle to a 
vehicle dismantler, or scrap processor registered or certified pursuant to § 415-a of the 
New York State Vehicle & Traffic Law or to a vehicle dismantler or scrap processor 

. who does not have a place of business in this state but who conforms to the laws and 
, regulations of the state in which the business is located. 

4: Any proceeds fi-om the sale of an abandoned, junked or inoperative vehicle, less all 
costs and expenses incurred by the Village in the entu-e proceeding, shall be held by 
the Village vî ithout interest, for the benefit of the immediate past owner of such 
vehicle, for a period of one year. If not claimed within such one year period, said 
proceeds shall be paid into the general fimd of the Village. ' 

§ 163-6 Penalties for offenises 

A. Any person who violates ariy provision of this chapter shall be subject to the jurisdiction 
bf the local justice court, for each violation, to a fine or civil penalty not exceeding $750 
or imprisonment not to exceed 15 days, or both. Each day such offense continues shall 
constitute a separate and distinct offense hereunder. 

B. In addition or as an altemative to the above provided penalties, the Village may 
cornmence a vehicle removal administrative proceeding pxirsuarit to § 163-5. 

C. In addition or as.an alternative to the above provided procedures and penalties, the Board 
of Trustees rtiay maintain an action or proceeding in the name of the village in a court of 

• competent jvuisdiction to compel conapliance with or to resti-am by injunction the 
violation of this chapter. 

Section 3. Severabilitv 

If any part or provision ofthis Local Law or the apphcation thereof to any person or 
circumstance be adjudged invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, such judgment shall be 
confined in its operation to the part or provision or application du-ectiy involved m the 
controversy in which such judgriient shall have been rendered and shall not affect or impair the 
validity ofthe remainder of this Local Law or the application thereof to other persons or 



circumstances, and the Board of Trustees .of the ViUage of Washingtonville hereby declares that 
it would have passed this Local Law or the rerriainder thereof had such invalid application or 
invalid provision been apparent. 

Section 4. Repeal 

All ordinances, local laws and parts thereof inconsistent with this Local Law are hereby 
repealed. 

SectiwinS. Aiithorit\' ^ " , 

This Local Law is enacted pursuant to the Municipal Home Rule Law. This Local Law 
shall supersede the provisions of Village Law to the extent that it is inconsistent witii the same, 
and to the extent permitted by the New York State Constitution, the Municipal Home Rule Law, 
or any other applicable statute. 

Section 6. Effective Date 

This law shall becoriie effective upon filing with the office of the New York State 
Secretary of State iri accordance with section,27 of the Municipal Home Rule Law; 


