
TOWN OF BLOOMING GROVE 

TOWN BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2017 

7:30 PM 

 

Meeting called to order by Supervisor Fromaget followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of 

silence.  

PRESENT:  Supervisor Fromaget, Councilwoman Kiernan, Councilman Jurain,  

                              Councilman KyDon, Councilman Levy 

ALSO PRESENT:   Dennis Lynch, Esq., Attorney for the Town   

                  Darlena E. Decker, Town Clerk 

       Alicia Torchia, Deputy Town Clerk 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 

 Terry Hughes stated regarding the litigation, I can’t keep track of all the litigation we’re involved with. 

 Dennis Lynch, Esq., Attorney for the Town, replied Mr. Supervisor the Woodbury Field & Stream 

Club, Inc., has sued the Town and also the Open Space Institute with regard to the ownership of property 

which the Club believes is in dispute, they are asking for a Quiet Title which is not money but a Court to 

declare whether they own a parcel of property or not. 

 Terry Hughes stated regarding the Townwide Refuse & Garbage, I know last time you were talking 

about possibly changing the Highway Superintendent and the Department to a DPW, if that’s the case the 

Town ought to look at handling your own garbage collection, New Windsor and Village of Suffern does 

it and you don’t have to worry about going out to Bid.  The other question I have, is Linda Wall as Clerk 

to the Supervisor, is that going to be outside the Union. 

 Supervisor Fromaget replied no Town Hall employees are member of the Union. 

 Charles Quick stated regarding the resolution to waive the OCLT fees, how much is the application 

fees. 

 Supervisor Fromaget replied off the top of my head I don’t know, one fee is $1,000.00, basically it’s 

a courtesy we give, one of the things that is happening is OCLT stepped up and purchased a piece of land 

to put a parking lot on it so that the Town wouldn’t have to give a piece of their Camp LaGuardia property 

to the venture that the County wanted to go on, so as a consequence they are doing us a favor so we are 

doing them a favor, it’s not unheard of that you allow not for profit organizations such as this where we 

are getting something for what we are giving to allow this to happen. 

 Charles Quick stated I am going to suggest that maybe if it’s not too late that we post the 2nd Deputy 

Receiver of Taxes position in social media or the Orange County Post again to make more people aware 

of it, previously people were saying they didn’t know anything about it. 

 Kevin Radday stated good evening, you guys all know why I am here, again I am going to really ask 

the Board, everybody at the last meeting but one spoke out in favor of reopening the process and trying to 

find a Town resident for 2nd Deputy Receiver of Taxes, Carmen is I am sure qualified but the fact is she 

doesn’t reside in the Town and I implore the Board to really look out to constituents and possibly appoint 

or reopen the position, last time I recommended that I was met with blank stares, if you reopen the position, 

it was a month ago when I first spoke here at the mic about it, if we reopened it then we probably would 

have had many, many more applications, I know one person who applied shortly after the closing who has 

a Bachelor’s Degree and seemingly appears very qualified and she hasn’t been called back to be 

interviewed for the positon, so I implore you Mr. Fromaget, try doing the right thing and please open it 

back up to the public for a couple of weeks. 

 George Doering stated I have a concern about the last resolution which states budget transfers and 

amendments as necessary, I have been coming to Town Board meetings for 40 years and I have never 

seen it worded “as necessary”, usually it’s specific, I have a concern whether it’s an open ended resolution. 

 Councilman Levy stated there are two pages, do you have a second page of the minutes. 

 George Doering replied I have the second page but this doesn’t refer to the second page just as 

necessary and is this a onetime charge for the $14,153.10. 

 Supervisor Fromaget stated we got a bill for more than we had planned and therefore we have to cover  
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PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS - CONT. 

it and therefore we are taking it out of contingency. 

 George Doering replied my question is will that carry us to the end of the year. 

 Supervisor Fromaget stated as far as I know. 

 Marisa Kellerhouse, Interstate Waste Services (IWS), stated I would like to ask if the Board is going 

to award the Trash and Refuse Contract and which company will it be awarded to this evening. 

 Dennis Lynch, Esq., stated Mr. Supervisor this is a Public Comment period where you make 

comments, after they pose the comments and you close the Public Comment period the Board is free to 

answer appropriately. 

 Kristy Johnson stated the first thing I would like to talk about is this 2nd Deputy Receiver of Taxes 

position, at our last meeting you closed the Public Comment and you made a statement that you asked us 

not to discriminate against Carmen, a qualified person, what I am saying to you is don’t discriminate 

against our Town residents, and I really want everyone to think about that. 

 Bonnie Rum stated I am also commenting, and I love Carmen she is a sweetheart but when you start 

changing a Local Law to benefit one party that is a slippery slope, I think it’s a mistake, we don’t want 

her to lose a job but when you have to change a law to do that it’s something to rethink. 

 Frank Blandino, House Counsel for IWS, stated I really think you need to take a look at General NYS 

Municipal Law and NYS Finance Law to award this Bid as a matter of law and as a matter of Chapter 5 

of the Town Code, we are the lowest responsible bidder, lowest in terms of price lowest in terms of best 

value according to Chapter 163 of the Finance Law as well as the Town Code, quality, cost and efficiency, 

whether we are $1,000.00 or ½ a penny cheaper we are cheaper and the best price and the best cost, we 

have shown you our experience, we have offered you answers to your questions to ambiguity that you 

had.  If for some strange unknown reason and in my opinion an unlawful reason, you decide the bid 

otherwise I would ask you to delineate on the record to your constituents how the other bidder is the lowest 

responsible bidder. 

 Amy Chaing stated for the Deputy Receiver of Taxes I would like to refer to the same comments that 

some of the speakers have made that you should look within the Town for that position.  

 Eugene Casazza asked if Carmen Kress has put in her resignation of her position. 

 Supervisor Fromaget replied no, until she is appointed she doesn’t have to put her resignation in. 

 Eugene Casazza stated she can’t be appointed if she already has a position. 

 Dennis Lynch, Esq., stated Mr. Supervisor I believe the Public is making comments and my 

recommendation is to allow them to make their comments and when the Public Comments portion is 

closed you can tell them your responses. 

 Eugene Casazza stated the appointment of Linda Wall as secretary to the Supervisor at a salary of 

$34,500.00, what is the current person in that position making. 

 Supervisor Fromaget replied she is making $34,500.00. 

 Eugene Casazza stated and is it common, I have spoken to the Board about this before, and how long 

has Carmen been doing that position. 

 Supervisor Fromaget replied 3 years. 

 Eugene Casazza stated so it is common for you to hire somebody at a rate that the current person who 

has been there three years and has proven herself in that position and you are hiring someone at the same 

rate. 

 Dennis Lynch, Esq., stated Mr. Supervisor I think the Public Comments will continue and I would 

request that the Board take due note of them and respond when the Public Comment portion is over.  

Public Comment is not a debate, it is for the Public to make comments about issues, and the Board can 

then close the Public Comment and respond appropriately. 

 Eugene Casazza stated I would just like to ask the Board to consider that when they make the 

appointment at that rate. 

 Kathy Stegenga stated I have taken offense that the Attorney is not letting you answer any of our 

questions so our comments to even allow us to go back and forth with you to find out what your stances 

are on some of the things on the agenda we are not getting the information so we have been to the town  
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board meetings and the work sessions we had some feedback on where you stand on some of the issues 

or where you don’t so to even ask the questions, you are wanting us to comment without having the full 

information or articulate what our questions are pertaining to the agenda if we can’t get any feedback from 

you on those questions.  

 Rebecca Akers stated in regards to the refuse and garbage to be awarded, I know last time that the 

Attorney advised that you guys could go with the best value but in speaking with fellow taxpayers we just 

don’t understand the value that County Waste brings especially if there is another bid that’s lower than 

County Waste, they had 3 years to prove their value to us and they haven’t done a good job in my opinion 

and the opinion of other taxpayers and for the 2nd Deputy Receiver of Taxes I think it should be somebody 

in the Town considered, nothing against Carmen but it shouldn’t be nothing against a Town resident as 

well. 

 Eugene Casazza stated the 3rd from last item that you have listed, ratify the Facility Request for 

McDuffie Park that took place on Saturday, September 23, can you explain that to us please. 

 Councilwoman Kiernan stated I received a phone call from the Girl Scout leaders from Troop 317 on 

the Friday before and they said that they would be able to do that event, it had been tentatively planned 

and then they called me and said they would like to go ahead considering the weather was going to be 

good, I submitted the request form and I emailed the Town Council and asked them to approve it 

proactively and I told them that I would bring this up at this meeting. 

 Eugene Casazza stated I would like it clear in the minutes that it was after the fact.  

 

CLOSE PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS  
I, Councilman Jurain, move to close the Public Comments on Agenda Items. Seconded by 

Councilwoman Kiernan.  

Vote of the Board: Councilman KyDon - Aye, Councilman Levy - Aye,  

Councilman Jurain - Aye, Councilwoman Kiernan - Aye, Supervisor Fromaget - Aye. 

 

 Dennis Lynch, Esq., stated Mr. Supervisor with regards to the comments made regarding personnel, 

historically and by law personnel matters are usually the subject of Executive Session, this Town Board 

at least many times that I have been here and the times I haven’t been here I know from reading your 

records that personal issues have been debated extensively, I would recommend the Board not get involved 

with further comment on a personnel matter to the extent you already have, I would recommend that the 

Board bring the issues to a vote at the appropriate time on the agenda. 

 Supervisor Fromaget stated as far as changing the law goes would Counsel cover that again. 

 Dennis Lynch, Esq., stated that is a matter of Attorney/Clientele discussions but I can tell you that 

publicly the only residency requirement except for Elected Officials in your Town Code right now are 

your Building Inspector and your Town Comptroller, there are no residency requirements for non-elected 

officials in your Town Code right now except for your Building Inspector and Town Comptroller, anyone 

else that is not an Elected Official there is nothing in your Town Code to prevent them from holding a 

position even if they are not a Town resident and whether the Town wants to in the future change that law 

that should be the Town prerogative. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  
I, Councilman Levy, move that the Town Board enter into Executive Session under Section 24-6-402(4) 

(b) to seek advice of Counsel.  Seconded by Councilwoman Kiernan.   

 Vote of the Board: Councilman KyDon - Aye, Councilman Levy - Aye,  

Councilman Jurain - Aye, Councilwoman Kiernan - Aye, Supervisor Fromaget - Aye.  
 

NO ACTION TAKEN BY THE BOARD DURING EXECUTIVE SESSION  
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REGULAR SESSION  
I, Councilman Levy, move that the Town Board return to Regular Session.  Seconded by Councilman 

KyDon.  

 Vote of the Board: Councilman KyDon - Aye, Councilman Levy - Aye,  

Councilman Jurain - Aye, Councilwoman Kiernan - Aye, Supervisor Fromaget - Aye.  

 

 Supervisor Fromaget stated as for the starting salary that we discussed I wrote up what I considered to 

be a procedure and I gave it to the Board because in the past there was no starting salary per se and the 

last time we hired a couple of people we identified a starting salary and in looking at it I said that we have 

to have as experience and qualifications rule that allows for us to give somebody that has more experience 

or is better qualified to get an additional salary, therefore that document was reviewed by the Board, they 

have agreed with it, what I am going to do is have it published and we are going to have a resolution next 

week that outlines exactly what it is.  As far as the Town Refuse I have referred it to the Attorney and 

asked him to answer a couple of questions I still have and so we will not be voting on that tonight. 
 

AUTHORIZE LEGAL SERVICES FOR SPECIAL COUNSEL TO DEFEND THE TOWN 

REGARDING LITIGATION FILED 
 WHEREAS, the Town previously retained Special Counsel Feerick Lynch MacCartney & Nugent, 

PLLC (the “Firm”), to represent the Town in certain legal matters; and  

 WHEREAS, the Town of Blooming Grove (“Town”) was named as a party in a Supreme Court legal 

action instituted by the Village of Kiryas Joel, et al. entitled Woobury Field & Stream Club, Inc. v. Open 

Space Institute Land Trust, Inc., et al., (the “Litigation”) under Orange County Supreme Court, Index 

No. EF-004959/2017, concerning a quiet title action; and  

 WHEREAS, the Town requires the Firm as Special Counsel to undertake representation and a 

defense of the Town in the aforesaid litigation; and 

 NOW, THEREFORE, it is resolved as follows:   

  Section 1.  All “WHEREAS” paragraphs are incorporated herein by reference as though set 

forth in full herein. 

  Section 2.  The Firm is authorized to tender this Litigation to any and all Insurance Companies 

for the Town to have the Insurance Company defend and indemnify the Town.  Until such time as any 

Insurance Company provides such a defense, the Firm is authorized to appear and defend the Town and 

shall be compensated for all services performed for the Town with regard to the Litigation at the hourly 

rate of $180 plus all disbursements reasonably incurred, and that those services will be billed by the Firm 

and paid by the Town separate in addition to any services Special Counsel has previously been retained 

to handle for the Town. 

  Section 3.  This Resolution shall be effective immediately.  

On a motion by Councilman KyDon, seconded by Councilwoman Kiernan, the question of the adoption 

of the foregoing Resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call, which resulted as follows: 

 Vote of the Board: Councilman KyDon - Aye, Councilman Levy - Aye,  

Councilman Jurain - Aye, Councilwoman Kiernan – Aye, Supervisor Fromaget - Aye.  
 

WAIVE APPLICATION FEE - ORANGE COUNTY LAND TRUST - BIRNBERG PRESERVE 

I, Councilman Jurain, move that authorization be given to waive application fee for Orange County Land 

Trust for lot line change made necessary by the development of the parking facility/Birnberg Preserve on 

Greycourt Road.  Seconded by Councilwoman Kiernan. 

 Vote of the Board: Councilman KyDon - Aye, Councilman Levy - Aye,  

Councilman Jurain - Aye, Councilwoman Kiernan – Aye, Supervisor Fromaget - Aye. 

 Councilman KyDon stated we are waiving this because it does add value to the Town and to its 

residents. 
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BID AWARD - TOWNWIDE REFUSE AND GARBAGE - TABLED 

I, Councilwoman Kiernan, move to table this resolution to award the bid for Town Wide Refuse and 

Garbage Contract. Seconded by Councilman Jurain. 

 Vote of the Board: Councilman KyDon - Aye, Councilman Levy - Aye,  

Councilman Jurain - Aye, Councilwoman Kiernan – Aye, Supervisor Fromaget - Aye. 

 

APPOINT - CARMEN KRESS - 2ND DEPUTY RECEIVER OF TAXES 

I, Councilman Jurain, move that authorization be given to appoint Carmen Kress as the 2nd Deputy 

Receiver of Taxes effective October 4, 2017 at an annual salary of $35,000.00.  Seconded by 

Councilwoman Kiernan. 

 Vote of the Board: Councilman KyDon - Nay, Councilman Levy - Nay,  

Councilman Jurain - Aye, Councilwoman Kiernan – Aye, Supervisor Fromaget - Aye. 

 

APPOINT - LINDA WALL - CLERK TO SUPERVISOR 

I, Councilman KyDon, move that authorization be given to appoint Linda Wall as Clerk to Supervisor 

(Confidential Secretary) effective October 4, 2017 at an annual salary of $34,500.00.  Seconded by 

Councilwoman Kiernan. 

 Vote of the Board: Councilman KyDon - Aye, Councilman Levy - Nay,  

Councilman Jurain - Aye, Councilwoman Kiernan – Aye, Supervisor Fromaget - Aye. 

 

RESIGNATION - BRENDAN GILER - RECREATION COUNSELOR - LATCHKEY 

PROGRAM 

I, Councilwoman Kiernan, move to accept the resignation of Brendan Giler as Recreation Counselor for 

the Latchkey Program effective September 19, 2017.  Seconded by Councilman Jurain. 

 Vote of the Board: Councilman KyDon - Aye, Councilman Levy - Aye,  

Councilman Jurain - Aye, Councilwoman Kiernan – Aye, Supervisor Fromaget - Aye. 

 

APPOINT - KATELYN KING - RECREATION COUNSELOR - LATCHKEY PROGRAM 

I, Councilwoman Kiernan, move that authorization be given to appoint Katelyn King as Recreation 

Counselor for the Latchkey Program effective September 27, 2017 at an hourly rate of $9.70.  Seconded 

by Councilman KyDon. 

 Vote of the Board: Councilman KyDon - Aye, Councilman Levy - Aye,  

Councilman Jurain - Aye, Councilwoman Kiernan – Aye, Supervisor Fromaget - Aye. 

 

FACILITY USE - TOWN HALL CONFERENCE ROOM - NEIGHBORS FOR NEIGHBORS 

I, Councilwoman Kiernan, move that authorization be given to approve use of the Town Hall Conf. Room 

for the Neighbors for Neighbors Meetings and Trainings on the following dates and times: 11/10/17 

10:00AM- 1:00 PM, 11/17/17 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM, 1/12/18 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM and 1/19/18 10:00 

AM to 12:00 PM.  Seconded by Councilman Levy. 

Vote of the Board: Councilman KyDon - Aye, Councilman Levy - Aye,  

Councilman Jurain - Aye, Councilwoman Kiernan – Aye, Supervisor Fromaget - Aye. 

 

RATIFY FACILITY USE – McDUFFIE PARK – GIRL SCOUT TROOP 

I, Councilman Levy, move to ratify a facility request for McDuffie Park that took place on Saturday 

September 23, 2017 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM by the Girl Scout Troop 317 (Checker Board Stencil 

Event) Seconded by Councilman KyDon. 

   Vote of the Board: Councilman KyDon - Aye, Councilman Levy - Aye,  

Councilman Jurain - Aye, Councilwoman Kiernan – Aye, Supervisor Fromaget - Aye. 

 Councilman KyDon noted this was done after the fact, we all discussed this and didn’t think there 

would be an issue helping out the Girl Scouts.  

 Supervisor Fromaget added ratify means we already approved it and we are doing it in public. 
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TRANSFER OF FUNDS 

I, Councilwoman Kiernan, move that authorization be given to effect transfers necessary to pay the 

warrants.  Seconded by Councilman KyDon. 

 Vote of the Board: Councilman KyDon - Aye, Councilman Levy - Aye,  

Councilman Jurain - Aye, Councilwoman Kiernan – Aye, Supervisor Fromaget - Aye. 

 

WARRANTS 

I, Councilwoman Kiernan, move that the bills of the Town be paid as audited by the Town Comptroller 

and approved by the Town Board.  Seconded by Councilman KyDon.    

 Vote of the Board: Councilman KyDon - Aye, Councilman Levy - Aye,  

Councilman Jurain - Aye, Councilwoman Kiernan – Aye, Supervisor Fromaget - Aye. 

 

BUDGET TRANSFER AND MODIFICATIONS PER ATTACHED DOCUMENTS 

I, Councilwoman Kiernan, move to approve the following budget transfers and amendments: 

 BUDGET TRANSFER:  From:  B-03-047-1990-400 Contingency   $14,153.10 

         To:  B-10-113-9901-900 Transfers to Other Funds  $14,153.10 

To cover the October health insurance premium for the Highway Town Outside Villages (DB) Fund 

 BUDGET MODIFICATION  

    TO INCREASE THE REVENUE LINE: 

        DB-02-031-5031-000 Intrafund Transfers   $14,153.10 

To cover the October health insurance premium for the Highway Town Outside Villages (DB) Fund 

    TO INCREASE THE EXPENDITURE LINE:  

       DB-10-111-9060-800 Hospital and Medical Insurance $14,153.10 

To cover the October health insurance premium for the Highway Town Outside Villages (DB) Fund 

Seconded by Councilman Levy. 

 Vote of the Board: Councilman KyDon - Aye, Councilman Levy - Aye,  

Councilman Jurain - Aye, Councilwoman Kiernan – Aye, Supervisor Fromaget - Aye.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 George Doering stated when it comes to public comment on agenda items the Attorney is correct that 

it is public comment it’s not public dialog, however, I think that based on the fact that we have a past 

precedence of having some flexibility that if this is how we are going to operate going forward I think for 

the next month or two prior to the public comment section someone should explain exactly what that 

means so that we are not frustrated and even tonight after the Attorney said there would not be any dialog 

Johanna explained something that she did, the point is that we should be clear in that to say we can’t have 

some dialog on some items but not other items. 

 Supervisor Fromaget replied we are working under new rules. 

 George Doering stated I think if it is explained prior to the meetings people will get it and understand 

that it’s an opportunity to say what’s on their minds and you guys will respond after it’s closed.  I also 

have a question about how I can proceed on Barnes Road, the contractor that paved it did a terrible job, I 

don’t know if the Town has a binder with Orange & Rockland that they would keep until the Town is 

satisfied with the paving but it is not a good job and it needs to be redone in some way so I am not sure 

how to proceed. 

 Eugene Casazza stated at the last Board meeting you were getting rid of some scrap items I put a bid 

in for, do we have a resolution to that yet. 

 Dennis Lynch, Esq., stated Mr. Supervisor if I may comment, I did recommend that there be a process 

so the Board has a formal policy where the Town Clerk puts a notice in the paper as to a day certain when 

surplus property bids will be accepted and the notice in the paper also allows time for inspection and after 

the sealed bids are submitted that there be an opening of the bids, this will not be identical to the GML 

103 process but it will give the Board and I believe the comments by the speaker at the last meeting a 

definite date any surplus property can be bid upon and an opportunity for surplus property to be inspected  
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so I think until the Board has a more formal policy that would be the best process for the public to look at 

scrap property and put a bid in and for the Town to get the best price possible. 

 Terry Hughes stated a while back I indicated GASB 34 having problem in 2000, that is correct, 

however, applicability to Blooming Grove given the amount of the budget is 2002 so basically at this point 

Blooming Grove is like 16 years behind the time, GASB 34 is quite simple you are actually following 

standard accounting you shouldn’t have to worry on this, if you get an F150 truck at $32,000.00 straight 

line it over 8 years of life, $4,000.00 a year comes off, after 8 years it’s 0 plus salvage value and at that 

point you look for a new truck rather than this, do we need a new truck, do we not need a new truck and 

so forth, the point I am making is this has been done by the School District which there budget is like $9 

million which is 6 times yours and they don’t use a service because they did use a service and it was 

horrible so they set up their own system which is not that difficult because you are using purchase orders 

so you set up a system where you buy anything over $500.00 you consider it a capital asset and then you 

depreciate it through a procedure and then you are saving people of Blooming Grove a substantial amount 

of money and not have to audit.  The other point I wanted to make, I’ll say it again if you are actually 

looking and not only for the people in Blooming Grove but also to reduce carbon emissions Scientists all 

agree leave Indian Point, the only way you are going to generate power with zero emissions is basically 

nuclear power, solar and wind are only online about 1/3 of the time and people need electricity all of the 

time.  The other item I wanted to make is I think your Counsel if wrong, Bob Freeman from the Department 

of State indicated clearly that personnel involved one specific person, if you are going to indicate that you 

want to have a confidential secretary that is not subject of Executive privilege, if you are going to fill it 

with somebody and you are going to interview that person and decide whether he or she is qualified that 

is Executive privilege, the issue of whether his example is quite simple, even if the School District wants 

to eliminate two French Teachers based on seniority everybody knows who they are that is not an 

Executive privilege, that is an issue of policy and it is public information under the Open Meetings Law.  

The other item I wanted to make is maybe it’s about time this Town started developing its own process of 

a Sanctuary City, I haven’t heard anything about that, I think we should be doing that, I have an interest 

in that, my son has a girlfriend whose father is an illegal Mexican immigrant, it’s about time we start 

looking at these people that give an awful lot to this Country, they are not under danger as they were 

amnestied back in 1987 but we have a lot more out there that are working hard and it’s just ridiculous to 

have these people worried about their future and it’s about time we did something about it is make this a 

Sanctuary City and the Police cannot ask them whether they are documented or not documented.  

 Rebecca Akers stated I would just like to tag on about the new procedures, I get it but it’s not a Work 

Session, we are here to complain about things, it may not be pleasant for you but it is not exactly pleasant 

for me as well, you are elected to serve this Town, the fact that I feel that I have to drag my young family 

with me here tonight to speak my piece speaks volumes about what is going on here, if you are going to 

change the rules have a little bit of consideration for the people that are here on our time, some of us feel 

we are here to help you do your job, that’s how I feel, it feels tempestuous, please have some consideration 

for us we are your employers after all. 

 Kathy Stegenga stated I just want to expand a little bit on what Mr. Doering had said, if you are going 

to be changing the rules as far as questions and answers and so forth when will the public have the ability 

to get those answers if we are not allowed to participate in Work Sessions and now we are not allowed to 

ask questions at Town Board meetings during public comment or anything are you going to be holding 

public hearings so we can actually interact and get the answers that we need, government is supposed to 

be about transparency, it’s supposed to be you representing the taxpayers and the taxpayers feeling 

comfortable how their taxes are being spent and having their answers to the questions that they want so 

Mr. Fromaget stating we are changing the policy where there will no longer be any interaction or any 

questions answered that we are only actually allowed to actually get up and comment once again I am 

saying that without having an avenue for us to be able to get a one on one as far as answering those 

questions and letting the public hear what those answers are the public comments are basically you guys 

are going to do what you want without any input from us. 
CONTINUED - PAGE 8 
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 Dennis Lynch, Esq., stated my recommendation would be that after the public comment period is 

closed any Board member is free to comment on anything they want to say, the Board takes good notes 

of what the public comments are the fact there is not a debate going on during public comment doesn’t 

mean the Board is not listening, the practice that would be recommended is the public can make all the 

comments they want, the Board can take the notes down and when the public comment period is over that 

the Board can respond, nothing stops any member of this public or resident from speaking individually to 

the Board members or calling a Board member outside of a meeting. 

 Amy Chaing stated this is my first time coming to a meeting and I don’t understand the process here, 

I have some questions about some of the resolutions, can I ask the questions and you will answer them. 

 Dennis Lynch, Esq., stated Mr. Supervisor my recommendation is you let anybody present any 

question they want, when the public comment period is over the Board can respond, if you want to present 

your question the Board can respond after the public comment period is over. 

 Amy Chaing stated I would like some more information on the transfer of funds and pay warrants, 

authorize budget transfer and amendment, what kind of amendment are we making to the budget? 

 

CLOSE PUBLIC COMMENTS  
I, Councilwoman Kiernan, move to close the Public Comments. Seconded by Councilman Jurain.  

Vote of the Board: Councilman KyDon - Aye, Councilman Levy - Aye,  

Councilman Jurain - Aye, Councilwoman Kiernan - Aye, Supervisor Fromaget - Aye. 

 

TOWN BOARD RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 Councilman Levy stated the question that you asked regarding the transfer and payments of warrants, 

that is when the Town Board goes over the bills that came in for payment and making sure the Town is 

making sure we are doing what we need to do, the authorizing the budget transfers and amendments as 

necessary, occasionally something has to be paid for that wasn’t budgeted for or may not be budgeted so 

we have to vote to take it out of another line. 

 Supervisor Fromaget stated if you would like any of these questions answered later you can call my 

office and I will answer any questions that you have.  We need to follow a procedure here and I am 

requesting that you respect the fact that yes we have been open to public comment and we have spent 

hours listening to many comments and having discussions and as far as I am concerned we have reached 

a point that during election time everything seems to change, people are here because they have other 

motivations other than just wanting information so we are trying to accommodate the responses, as I said 

call me at any time and I will answer any question you have except when it is about personnel so if you 

don’t want to do that and you want to do it in a public forum we are not going to give it to you, we will 

get whatever response to your questions and then you can do whatever you want with it, you can put it on 

social media or any other media you would like. 

 Councilman Levy stated I have a last thing I would like to say, I don’t necessarily agree with this 

policy it just came up tonight, I can understand policy and how it functions, I have seen it function in 

South Blooming Grove Village meetings they have a section at the end for the Board to speak on issues 

that had been brought up about agenda items and public items so they do a section so they do something 

like this in South Blooming Grove, I am not sure if this really needed to change now but that is what they 

seem to want to go with, they use the plural we as if all agreed and I didn’t necessarily agree. 

 Dennis Lynch, Esq., stated just for the record whatever policy the Board wants to set on public 

comment the Board can set it but I think the concern is you don’t have back and forth and it becomes 

angry that takes away from the light on subjects and adds more to the heat so my recommendation would 

be that the public would communicate what they believe is best to the entire Board, that a policy be 

developed and the Board vote on the policy, I was just indicating having seen the last Board meeting 

which went on back and forth and I don’t think that is productive for the ability of the Board to make 

decisions, receiving public comment, hearing public comment, having the public have questions answered 

is certainly very critical, how the Board wants to deal with it that should be a matter for the Board to look 
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at, look at the various options, hear from the public and then come down with a policy the public knows 

this way the public is able to respond. 

 Councilwoman Kiernan thanked Mr. Lynch for clarifying that, as many of you know these meetings 

are increasing in size, they have been going on for hours and hours so in order to be considerate of your 

time as well as our time I think this new process is important so that we can hear what everybody has to 

say and that we are not here until 11:00 or 12:00 at night, as far as the Work Sessions are concerned we 

do listen to what people have to say, the meetings are downstairs and open to the public, when somebody 

raises their hand we generally acknowledge them and listen to what they have to say, this Board is very 

open to what your comments are, we take this very seriously so I am in favor of the new process. 

 Supervisor Fromaget added Work Sessions are where we do our work to get ready for the Board 

meetings so it’s a good place to come if you want questions answered.  As far as the Barnes Road binding 

George I am pretty sure you know that the Highway Superintendent is responsible for that and you need 

to call him, we don’t have any power over the Highway Super because he is elected and not appointed, I 

will send him a note tomorrow and tell him what you told me and ask him for his input.  I support Sanctuary 

City, I think that the State has already declared that at the State level and I am not sure why we need to do 

it down here but I will look into it. 

 Councilman KyDon stated I would like to thank everyone for coming, this new procedure that we 

started just started and we have to work on it, we can implement some different things and continue to 

have good dialog but I heard every word that everybody said tonight and you can reach me at my email 

or my phone and I will be glad to talk to anybody about anything that was brought up tonight. 

 Councilman Jurain stated the resolution about the top of Schunnemunk Mountain where the Towers 

are, that issue is a long issue that deals with 3 boundary lines and we have probably avoided any litigation 

so there is no cost to the Town and it deals with a dispute that started with the Town Planning Board and 

they found out that there were 3 different boundary lines on the property between Woodbury, the property 

owner Woodbury Field and Stream property that borders on it, it’s an attempt by us relying on the County 

to verify and finding the agreement that I think was in 1969 to set the boundary line, so that avoid 

unnecessary litigation for the Town, when people are not aware of what this is about, the atmosphere here 

now unfortunately is everyone thinks there is a conspiracy or cover up going on behind your back, I will 

just say that I think people here are reacting to the fact that you may feel that you elected people to 

represent you and over time you get that feeling that the trust has been eroded so it is a contentious 

atmosphere for routine matters and some of the issues that have come up are strictly routine administrative 

matters to make the Town runs efficiently, people should come in and ask questions but I am not going to 

give you a fifth grade civics lesson, you all should know that but the important thing is you should have 

to trust people that you have voted in to deal with the routine matters to keep the business of the Town 

running along.  The other thing about the budget, the budget is complicated so as we said we have lines 

in the budget and when you get near the end of the year lines are depleted and money is moved from 

another line into another one to pay for it and if you want to see that I think the Supervisor is saying he 

will explain it to you, it is kind of complicated to see the budget and see how the lines move for different 

things and that’s what the budget transfers are and of course paying the bills have to be done, we are going 

through the bills. 

 Supervisor Fromaget added what those transfers are is I can’t pay a bill unless the Board approves it. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

I, Councilman KyDon, move that this meeting be adjourned.  Seconded by Councilwoman Kiernan. 

 Vote of the Board: Councilman KyDon - Aye, Councilman Levy - Aye,  

Councilman Jurain - Aye, Councilwoman Kiernan – Aye, Supervisor Fromaget - Aye. 
        

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

Darlena E. Decker 

Town Clerk 


