
April 8, 2019

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

A regular meeting of the Township Committee of the Township of Boonton was 
called to order by Chairperson Rankin in the Municipal Building on Monday 
evening, April 8, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.   Others present were as follows:  Committee 
Members Paul Allieri, Thomas Donadio, Brian Honan, and William Klingener, 
Administrator/Clerk Barbara Shepard, and Township Attorney John Jansen.  Also 
present were members of the Boonton Township Police and Fire Departments, 
former Police Chiefs Graziano and Fortunato, Morris County Prosecutor Fred 
Knapp and approximately 56 members of the public.

The salute to the flag was recited.

Chairperson Rankin read the Open Public Meetings Act statement.

On a motion by Mr. Klingener, seconded by Mr. Honan and so carried on a roll
call vote, the Minutes of the March 11, 2019 regular meeting were approved. 

Committee Member Klingener moved Resolution 19-93, Appointment of Michael
Danyo as Police Chief, which is appended to the minutes of this meeting.  The
motion was seconded by Mr. Donadio and unanimously carried on a roll call vote.
Mr. Jansen administered the Oath of Office to Chief Danyo.

Chief Danyo offered words of thanks to his family, the Township Committee, his
former Chiefs, past and current officers and the Administration.

Administrator’s Report:

It was announced that the Township has been awarded a NJDOT Grant in the
amount of $499,000.00 for the resurfacing of a portion of Rockaway Valley Road.

Requests to waive the fees for the police car for the May lacrosse tournament
and the Good Friday Cross Walk were unanimously approved by the Committee.

The request for approval of an Eagle Scout project involving the installation of a
disc golf course at the RVA Fields was reviewed.  The Committee suggested that
the disc golf course be located at the Kokora property, stating that the RVA Fields
are too busy a location.

The request from local Girl  Scouts to install  a “Little Free Library” at Leonard
Park was approved by the Committee.

A request  from  a  Morris  County  Vo-Tech  High  School  teacher  to  allow  his
students to fly drones at the RVA Fields was reviewed.  The Committee agreed to
the request subject to the consent of the radio-controlled airplane group that uses
the fields and with the condition that the drones do not use cameras.
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The Committee discussed a request from Mr. Murray for the possible installation
of a digital sign at RVS.  The Committee expressed some concern regarding the
size of sign, lighting and hours of operation.  Mrs. Shepard will request additional
information regarding the proposed sign.

Mrs. Shepard reviewed some drainage issues with the Committee, particularly 1
Split  Rock  Road  and  159  Kingsland  Road,  and  stated  that  the  staff  is
recommending no action be taken at this time because the problems may have
been due to the record rainfall during 2018.  The areas will be monitored and if
action is deemed necessary, work will commence later this year.

It was noted that the Township received a $500.00 safety award from the Morris
County JIF.

The Boonton Township Education Foundation is  planning a 5K Fun Run and
fundraiser  for  June  1st and  asked  if  the  Township  would  be  interested  in
partnering with the BTEF and hold the Township Picnic that day.  The Township
Committee agreed to the request.

Committee Member Allieri moved Resolution 19-86, Payment of Bills, which is
appended to the minutes of this meeting.   The motion was seconded by Mr.
Donadio and unanimously carried on a roll call vote.

Clerk Shepard noted that she received the Proof of Publication of the Notice of
Introduction of Ordinance 873 – Budget CAP Bank, which was published in the
March 20, 2019 issue of The Citizen.

Mrs.  Rankin  opened  the  hearing  on  Ordinance  873  to  the  public.   Mathew
Abraham, Denville, addressed the Committee; asking about the process and time
line involved with the enactment of an ordinance.  Mrs. Shepard reviewed the
process for him.  There being no one else wishing to be heard, the hearing was
closed.

Committee Member Donadio moved Resolution 19-87,  Adoption of Ordinance
873,  which  is  appended  to  the  minutes  of  this  meeting.   The  motion  was
seconded by Mr. Klingener and unanimously carried on a roll call vote.

Committee  Member  Honan  moved  Resolution  19-88,  Read  Budget  by  Title,
which is appended to the minutes of this meeting.  The motion was seconded by
Mr. Donadio and unanimously carried on a roll call vote.

Clerk Shepard noted that she received the Proof of Publication of the Notice of
Introduction of the 2019 Budget,  which was published in the March 20, 2019
issue of The Citizen.

Mrs.  Rankin opened the hearing on the 2019 Budget to the public.   Theresa
Hudzina, 2 River Road, addressed the Committee; asking what the Open Space
tax rate is and what is the amount currently in the Open Space Trust Fund.  Mrs.
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Shepard stated the Open Space tax is 3 cents/$100 of valuation.  She advised
Ms. Hudzina to contact the office for the amount in the Open Space Trust Fund.
There being no one else wishing to be heard the hearing was closed.

Committee  Member  Honan  moved  Resolution  19-89,  Adoption  of  the  2019
Budget,  which is  appended to the minutes of  this  meeting.   The motion was
seconded by Mr. Klingener and unanimously carried on a roll call vote.

Clerk Shepard noted that she received the Proof of Publication of the Notice of
Introduction  of  Ordinance  874-Capital  Projects,  which  was  published  in  the
March 20, 2019 issue of The Citizen.

Mrs. Rankin opened the hearing on Ordinance 874 to the public. There being no
one wishing to be heard, the hearing was closed.

Committee Member Klingener moved Resolution 19-90, Adoption of Ordinance
874,  which  is  appended  to  the  minutes  of  this  meeting.   The  motion  was
seconded by Mr. Allieri and unanimously carried on a roll call vote.

Clerk Shepard noted that she received the Proof of Publication of the Notice of
Introduction  of  Ordinance  875-Bond  Ordinance,  which  was  published  in  the
March 20, 2019 issue of The Citizen.

Mrs. Rankin opened the hearing on Ordinance 875 to the public. There being no
one wishing to be heard, the hearing was closed.

Committee Member Allieri moved Resolution 19-91, Adoption of Ordinance 875,
which is appended to the minutes of this meeting.  The motion was seconded by
Mr. Donadio and unanimously carried on a roll call vote.

Clerk Shepard noted that she received the Proof of Publication of the Notice of
Introduction  of  Ordinance  876-Special  Emergency  for  Tax  Maps,  which  was
published in the March 20, 2019 issue of The Citizen.

Mrs.  Rankin  opened  the  hearing  on  Ordinance  876  to  the  public.  Theresa
Hudzina, 2 River Road, addressed the Committee asking what this ordinance is
funding.  Mrs. Shepard explained that it will fund the creation of digital tax maps.
There being no one else wishing to be heard, the hearing was closed.

Committee Member Donadio moved Resolution 19-92,  Adoption of Ordinance
876,  which  is  appended  to  the  minutes  of  this  meeting.   The  motion  was
seconded by Mr. Klingener and unanimously carried on a roll call vote.

Committee Member Klingener moved Resolution 19-99, Compliance with EEOC-
P.L. 2017, c. 183-US Equal Employment Opportunity, which is appended to the
minutes  of  this  meeting.   The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Honan  and
unanimously carried on a roll call vote.

Minutes – April 8, 2019



Committee  Member  Allieri  moved  Resolution  19-94,  2019  Salaries,  which  is
appended to the minutes of this meeting.   The motion was seconded by Mr.
Honan and carried on a roll call vote with Mr. Donadio abstaining.

Committee  Member  Honan moved Resolution  19-95,  Fishing  Derby,  which  is
appended to the minutes of this meeting.   The motion was seconded by Mr.
Donadio and unanimously carried on a roll call vote.

Committee Member Klingener moved Resolution 19-96, Special Affairs Permit-
BTEF,  which  is  appended  to  the  minutes  of  this  meeting.   The  motion  was
seconded by Mr. Honan and unanimously carried on a roll call vote.

Committee Member Allieri moved Resolution 19-97, Support of Distracted Driving
Crackdown Grant, which is appended to the minutes of this meeting.  The motion
was seconded by Mr. Donadio and unanimously carried on a roll call vote.   

Mr. Donadio moved approval of Road Opening Permits for NJ Natural Gas at 
Hastings Lane and Rock Lane.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Honan and 
approved by voice vote.

Committee Member Honan moved Resolution 19-98, Chapter 159-Insertion of
Special  Item  of  Revenue:  Distracted  Driving  Crackdown  Grant,  which  is
appended to the minutes of this meeting.   The motion was seconded by Mr.
Donadio and unanimously carried on a roll call vote.

Committee Member Klingener moved Resolution 19-100, Settlement Agreement
-P. Ryan, which is appended to the minutes of this meeting.  The motion was
seconded by Mr. Allieri and unanimously carried on a roll call vote.

Correspondence: none

Prior  to  the  opening  of  the  public  hearing  Mrs.  Rankin  made  the  following
statement:

The choice was not between old Hamilton Farms and a new farm stand.  The
Deckenbachs tried for three years to sell the property with no takers.  Instead it
was NETA or the likelihood of high-density housing.  Traffic comparison is not
between Hamilton Farms and 50+ employees of NETA.  Instead it would be 200+
cars  per  day,  plus  school  buses  and  heavy  construction  vehicles,  sewer,
increased  taxes  for  all  residents  because  of  the  impact  on  the  schools  and
infrastructure.  I would guess that if we had a proposed housing development,
you would be here today with questions – different questions, but questions.

Given the choices in front of us, we focused on protecting the rural character of
Boonton Township with a legal, low impact, secure facility and agricultural use.
That is where we are.  There is no action in front of us tonight.
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Mr. Jansen recused himself from this portion of the meeting due to a potential
conflict of interest arising from his representation of both Boonton Township and
Denville Township.  He left the dis and sat in the audience.  Mrs. Rankin noted
that the Township has not yet retained legal counsel regarding this matter and
therefore there will be no responses by the Township Committee to comments
made tonight.

Mrs. Rankin opened the meeting to the public and asked if anyone wished to
address the Committee on any issue. 

Tom Prvulovic, 3 Farmstead Rd., Denville, addressed the Committee, informing
them of his background working internationally to protect children and objecting
to the location of a medical marijuana farm so close to schools.

William Garro, 123 Old Denville Rd., Boonton Township, requested that there be
public hearings regarding the use of 130 Old Denville Rd as a medical marijuana
cultivation site.  As a former Zoning Board member, he cited the public hearing
process before the Zoning Board as a mechanism to address controversial uses
of property.

Nick Turbin, 7 Pond Hill Dr., stated his objection to this project and expressed his
concern that the project will negatively affect his property values.

Danzu Czernzaski, 131 Old Denville Rd., stated that this will have an adverse
impact on neighbors.  He stated that a public hearing should occur.

Jason Schnidkraut, 3 Pond Hill Dr., requested that the Committee take a step
back to consider the neighbors’ concerns.  He also asked why was there not any
prior notification sent to the neighbors regarding this property.

Becky Gottlieb, Denville expressed her concern regarding the potential odor from
such an operation, the proximity of schools and exposure to students and the
negative environmental impact.

Iris Dry, 3 Farmstead Rd, Denville, requested that the Planning Board be directed
to not accept any application for this site at this time.  She also criticized the
Committee for the Township’s letter of support to NETA, asked how much time
was spent on researching this matter, and questioned why residents were not
notified.

Robert Rizzo, 566 Powerville Rd., stated his support for medical marijuana and
expressed that he believed the Police and the security requirements of the State
will keep the residents safe.  He also emphasized that there are no plans for the
sale of cannabis in the Township.

Bill McKee, 215 Powerville Rd., questioned how many meetings were held by the
Township Committee regarding this matter.  He asked how long the Township
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Committee members have been serving and asked whether the information from
NETA has been verified.

Theresa Hudzina, 2 River Rd., expressed concern about lighting at the site and
whether  this  will  set  a  precedent  for  other  farms  in  the  Township  to  grow
marijuana.  She again asked about the Township’s open space funding.

Stacey Cozewith,  3 Pond Hill  Dr. expressed her concern about the continued
enjoyment of  her property which is adjacent to 130 Old Denville Road, citing
concerns  about  odor.   She  also  requested  that  an  ordinance  prohibiting
recreational marijuana be considered and asked the Committee to reconsider its
letter of endorsement regarding NETA.

Dave Nixon, Denville stated that the reputation of the Township and property
values will be negatively impacted by this proposed operation

Robby Berman, 5 Pond Hill Dr. stated that this will drive property values down
and that the farm should be taxed at a higher rate.  He stated that the property
should be considered for open space.

Arsenio Manlangit, 1 Pond Hill Dr., expressed his concern about the effects of
marijuana on newborn children.

Edward Nyman, 8 Riverview Dr., stated that marijuana is federally prohibited and
this is not in keeping with Republican values.

Matthew Abraham, Old Boonton Rd., Denville asked the Committee to enact an
ordinance to prohibit this project.

Hank Tomlinson, 6 Farmstead Rd., Denville asked whether NETA’s facts have
been verified.  He requested that the Committee withdraw the letter of support
and  asked  for  an  ordinance  prohibiting  the  growth,  sale  and  processing  of
marijuana.  He stated that the Township should have considered acquiring the
property for open space.

Kevin Bolan, Denville, stated that there should be an ordinance enacted which
establishes better form of communication and consideration needs to be given to
Denville residents as well for such a serious social issue.

Donna Tomlinson, 6 Farmstead Rd., Denville, asked what benefit the Township is
getting from the NETA operation.  She referenced a Boonton Township ordinance
regarding farmland and stated that this operation violates that ordinance.

There being no one else wishing to be heard, Mrs. Rankin closed the public
hearing.

Committee Member Honan moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Klingener and so carried.  The meeting adjourned at 9:14 p.m.
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Approved: Respectfully submitted:

Michele Rankin, Chairperson Barbara Shepard, Municipal Clerk
Township Committee Township of Boonton
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